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therefore both reason and obligation to epeak ; and having also, as 1 hope and 
believe, ibe means of obviating that Buspicion, and of reatoriRg confluence, 
cannot be accused of acting without cause, in seeking to make use of those 
means ; but should rather be guilty of a dereliction of duty towards myself, 
towards olbers, anil towards the Church, if I failed to do so '. In the affairs 
of the world, when a man labours under suspicion, no means so effectual of 
allaying it can be found, bb by bis courting investigation and disclosing bis 
secret papers ; and where confidence has been withdrawn from him, no way 
of restoring that confidence can be named, comparable to that of producing 
the calm and deliberate approval of the wise, the aged, and the good, of that 
conduct which, in the eyes of others, through imperfect apprehension of the 
case, has led to the opposite result. If this be so in things relating to the 
world, it must needs be so in things relating to the Church, unless men act 
towards the one, with a measure diverse from that which they apply to the 
other : in which case it would reasonably appear that the blame would rest, 
not with the objects of suspicion, but with those who entertain it. With this 
hope in view, I determined to give to the world the private letters and testi- 
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^^^^1 monials which are to be found in the following papers, and deemed the object 
^^^^1 of aufScient worth to warrant me in communicating to all the writers of them 
^^^^H who are still alive, my wish and desire so to do ; an application which has 
^^^^H been met with a degree o( kindness and coniidence, for which I desire to 
^^^^H express toy sincere and hearty thanks. In cases where the writers have been 
^^^H called off this stage of eiistence, I have ventured to exercise my own judg- 
^^^H ment in the matter ; and truEt that their more immediate friends and relatives 
^^^^H will not think that I have acted injuriously to their memory', in exhibiting 
^^^B their namet in such a " goodly company." 

^^^™ But to what extent, it may be asked, do you desire, and are prepared to 

adduce such approval as you speak of? Is it to all the propositions which 
have been put forward in the publications of what may be understood (whether 
the phrase be exactly correct or not) aa the Oxford School ; and in the 
Tracts for the Times ; or only to some portion of their teaching ? In answer 
to the question, it might Buflice to say, " Read the testimonials, and you will 
see :" but I think some more distinct answer may reasonably be expected ; 
and 1 am glad of the opportunity to give it. I say, then, distinctly, that I am 
not prepared to give my own approval — I ara not prepared to cite the 
approval of others — for all the propositions in theology which have been put 
forth in the Tracts for the IHmes, and in the publications connected with 
them, but only for b portion of them. In that series of publications two 
classes of doctrines, or opinions, liave been apparently confounded together, 
which ought, as far as my judgment may enable me to speak, to have been 
kept entirely distlncL The two classes of doctrines of which I apeak are 
these r — lot. Those which, having warrant in Holy Writ, i. e. in the inspired 
records of the Church, have been witnessed to from the beginning also in the 
uninspired records, and taught authoritatively by all branches of the CathoKc 
Church, in its decrees, liturgies, and rituals. 2ndly, Those which have been 
maintained and cherished from time to time by different individuals within 
the Church, but have not been taught unifonnly, nor from the beginning, 
nor by the authoriied formularies of the Church. In the first class, which 
may in the highest sense be termed Catholic, 1 include the doctrines of Apos- 
tolic Succession, aa set forth in our ordinal ; Baptismal Regeneration^ aa set 
forth in our Catechism and Baptismal Service; the Eucharislic Sacrifice, and 
the Real Communion in the Body and Blood of our Lord, as set forth in our 
Communion Office, and the appeal to the Church from the beginning, as the 
depositary and witness ot the Truth, as set forth in the Canon of 1571. In 

tthe second class I include such points as these ; — the necessity of turning to 
the east in prayer ; the purification and growth in grace of souls in the inter- 
mediate state; Dr. Pusey's view of sin after Baptism; Mr, Williams' doctrine 
of Reserve; Mr. Keble'a of Mystical Interpretation. It was, I conceive, the 
attempt to propagate opinions of this latter class by the same medium, and 
apparently (for it could only, necessarily, be apparently) on the same ground, 
with the same force, and from the same quarter as the former, which has 
given rise to all the confusion which we are now labouring under ; has 
awakened suspicion ; has suspended, if not destroyed, confidence ; and has 
nearly ended in a most formidable and deplorable schism. 



E1II10R COUMITTED. 

Had iLe effort, as far aa il was tbe result, or had the appearance of b 
the result, of combinnlion, and proceeding from a body, been confined to n 
the former class of doctrinee, which, though Scriptural, Primitive, Catholic, 
and undeniably witnesEed to by the authorized documente of the En({liah 
Church, had been be much forgotten and discrtrded, as the love of our neigh- 
bour among the Jgvtb, bo that when taught by our Lord and St. John it was 
at once an old and new commandment', 1 see no reason to believe that any 
of these evil results would have occurred. They who, through detective 
education, were ignorant of or opposed to these truths, wouhl have bad no 
ground for creating disturbance, it being easy to prove to demonstration 
that they were, every one of them, engaged under their own hands to the 
maintenance of all and each of these things ; and their opposition to them as 
contrary to their subscription to the Prayer Book, as a man's adoption of the 
Romish doctrine of purgatory, image-worahip, or Mariolatry, would be to his 
subscription to the Articles. Unfortunately (to apeak according to human 
judgment) this course was not pursued, but the doctrinesof the second Class 
being put out together with the others in the manner I have described, men 
were led to draw the natural conclusion, that an attempt was being made to 
change the religion of the Church, by teaching systematically and by combi- 
nation, and by a new and private school within her, doctrines which she has 
no where authorized. Hence all these suspicions and alarms ; and strange 
and ill would it have argued for the state of tbe Church and religion among 
UB, if auspicion and alarm had not been awakened : BUHpicion in tlioGe who 
did not know, alarm in those who did know, the parties chiefly concerned. 
Consec|Uently, there were comparatively few of those who had most hailed 
the commencement of the series, and had most rejoiced in its success in 
reviving in men's minds a regard for the Catholic doctrines of our formularies 
which bad been forgotten, who did not rejoice in a stop being put to that 
series, when the inconvenient course above alluded to was pursued con- 
cerning il. 

But now advantage is being taken of the check occasioned by the indiscreet 
exhibition of doctrines of the second class, to raise a clamour against those of • 
the first class also ; on the score of the one, to cast discredit on the other, as if '| 
they had the same and no higher authority; and to involve 
censure both the authorized doctrines of the Churcb, and the individual 
theological positions of some of her membera ; and to excite suspicion against 
all connected with the theological movement, not only on account of the 
indiscreet promulgation of the second class of opinions, which has been the 
■work of one or two individuals, but on account of the propagation of the first 
class, which has been the united object of all. And therefore it hits becomS I 
necessary to point out the marked distinction between the two, and to uphold I 
the value of the general objects of the Divines alluded to, and of their par- I 
tlcular labours on different points of the genuine Churcb doctrines o 

' I write no new Conniiaiiilnient, but an old CDnunnnilnicnt, which jo liat 
from the beginning ; again a urw ComraaTiiiinent I write unto yon. — 1 John 
.John siii. !4. Lcvit. six. IR. Liihe x. 2?. 20. 
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ciptcB, by citing tFatimoniola of approval from those whaae namcB mUBt 
command respect. 'I'fae meaDS of doing thia being within my reach to 
probahly as large an extent as of most, I have thoaght it f^ood to undertake it. 
IF any shall uncharitably think that the drawing the aluve distinction is a 
mere subtle invention to serve a present purpose, let him amend his opinion 
by referring to the British Magazine, where he ivill iiud that, three years ago, 
in April 1839', before any of this clamour had arisen, I drew the name 
distinction, and offered open and plain, though ineffectual, remonstrance to 
the course pursued by my friends, clearly Foreseeing the natural and neces- 
sary consequence of it. Before I quit this subject, 1 feel bound in justice to 
those same friends, and to myself also, to say this, that, deeply as I have ever 
regretted the course pursued by them in the promulgation of the theological 
opinions in question, and much as (1 believe) I differ from them in respect to 
many of them, yet I know no writing of any one of them, which, if regarded 
as the work of an individual, hati exceeded the legitimate limits of fair and 
free discussion which the Church has ever allowed. Nothing which can by 
possibility be made a handle for ecclesiastical interference, beyond the ex- 
pression of an individual bishop's advice, unless Christian and clerical liberty 
shall he abridped to a degree unpractised in any former age of the Church, or 
towards any other body of Theologians. 

With respect to one point which has occasioned the greatest clamour, the 
doctrine of Reserve in communicating Religious Knowledge, as set forth in 
Mr. Williams's two tracts, 1 will say thus much : — That, apart from the 
intense and fervent piety which glows throughout those tracts, and which 
should compel the affection and respect of all who read them towards the 
writer, 1 am no friend to them ; but I would ask all who have felt and spoken 
most keenly upon the subject, just to consider how the case stands. St. Paul, in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, has set forth four points of doctrine as constituting 
withothers the foundation, or first prindples of the Christian Religion: namely, 
repentance towards God, faith towards out Lord Jesus Christ, Baptism, and 
laying on of bands. With respect chiefly to one of these four (the second), 
Mr. Williams has suggested the expediency and propriety of reserve in some 
particular cases. In respect to three of the four, (Rrst. third, and fourth) a 
very large portion of his most active assailants, uniformly and by wholesale, 
and in their ;«/i/ic teachings, jji-acfwe reserve. Those who attend the Churches 
of such persons know very well that the case is so ; the attempts, made some 
little time back, to keep these things in the back ground, to speak in the mildest 
way, in the publications of an influential society, afford another instance of it. 
But so remarkable an illustration of it has lately been exhibited to the world, 
in a Charge to the Clergy of a Northern Diocese, that no further proof can 
be needed that these things are so. The reader may judge of the value of the 
clamour which was raised against Mr. Williams for throwing out suggalums 
upon reserve on one point, when he is informed that it proceeded chiefly 
from those who habitually practise reserve on the three others. 

With respect to the memorials against the Tracts and kindred publicarioDS, 

which have been presented to the metropolitan and other biebopBi I would 

' British Mngniiiit', vol. xv |i, 537. 
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offer one remark ; natnely, tjiat there appears nu reason fur believing, that any 
individual who aigned them, had read the works against which the memoriala 
were addressed. And if it seem preposterous to any simple-minded man, to 
Euppose that men would take so unreosonahle, presumptuous, and uncharit- 
able a step, 1 could easily refer him to many private cases where such things 
have been avowed. A case lately came under my knowledge, where one who, 
Sunday after Sunday, had been harassing tbe minds of hii congregation by 
tirades against tbe Tracts, their doctrines, and their authors ; and during the 
week days had gone from bouse to house on the same mission, denouncing 
them as papists, was requested to read a publication of one of those whom be 
was reviling, which had been found in several cases very instrumental in 
defeating the popish emissaries; his ingenuous reply was, that it was sg^nst 
his conscience to read any of the works proceeding from any of the writers la 
(juestioD, as his doing so would be to run himself unnecessarily into the way 
of temptation. But this is a private instance ; let me name a published one. 
One, whom I do not wish to name, in holding up to reproach the conduct of 
his brother clergymen, bases his accusation, in pu-t, on a M'ork of which he 
openly declares, " I have not seen, nor do I wish to see it." (See the Church- 
man for January, 1842, p. 43.) 

I have no wish to dwell upon such a subject, nor to say a word which shall 
be unnecessarily painful to the feelings of those who so conduct themselves ; 
we have, I hope, learned a better leation. All I would say tu them is, " Re- 
member that, whether you wish it or not, we are your brethren, partakers in 
your baptism, partakers in your eucharist, partakers in your orders. Do only 
BO much justice, so much charity to those who worship, feed, and minister at 
the same altars with yourselves, as to read our writings, before you hold ub 
up to reproach, either from the chair, tbe pulpit, or the press i or in the 
words of the son of Sirach, ' Blame not before thou hast examined the truth ; 
understand first, and then rebuke.' " 

U[>on the whole aubject I would offer the following suggestion : that the 
value of any set of theological doctrines and opinions, professing to be Church 
principles, and of the writings containing them, will be likely, in the nature 
of things, to be more truly estimated in those portions of the Church which 
have nothing but Church principles to support them, than in those where 
the Church has been accustomed to rest, in a great degree, upon the support 
of the civil power; and, in that false confidence, has thought herself at liberty 
to pay comparatively less regard to her own prlnclplea. In plain English, tbe 
value of the Tracts is likely lo be better ascertained, and more impartially 
judged, in times of danger to the Church, than in times of peace ; in tbe 
colonies, more than in the mother eouutryj in Scotland and America, more 
than in either. If, in tbe abstract, men feel they must admit the correctness 
of this principle, let ihera not flinch from the application of it, when they find 
that, during all the time of the Church's late danger here in England, not a 
single memorial against the Tracts was presented to any Bishop, though 
they were in course of publication during all that time. Men felt then, or 
acted as if they felt, that they could not, during such times, afford to lose the 
support which the Church received from the principles contained in them. 
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II is only since times of peace have appnTently returned, tliot men's moutlis are 
opaned to clamour againat that wliich, hut for their clamour, would have been 
an affaire piuisg. Let them ohgerre, further, that the value of the Tracts has 
been more openly acknowledged in the colonies than in the mother country, 
{e.g. by the Bishops of Toronto and Madras); in Arnerica, than in either of these. 
1 will not dwell upon the reprinting of them, and wholesale distribution of 
many of the publications of the same school, under epiecopal sanction there ; 
for though the extent of this has been very great, I am not prepared with 
documents to demonstrate it ; I will refer rather to the written opinions of 
two of the ablest of the American jirelatea, the Bishop of New Jersey, and 
another whose name, as 1 have not had time to apply to him for permission 
to give it, I am under the necessity of withholding. The former has pub- 
lished his, in a most powerful vindication of the Oxford writers from the 
imputation of popery, in a pamphlet printed at Burlington, 1841, a copy of 
which, by his kindness, is now before me, entitled, " A brief Examination 
of the Proofs by which Mr. Boardman attempts to aufltain his Charge, that 
'A large and learned Body of the Clergy of the Church (of England) have 
returned to some of the worst Errors of Popery."* The opinion of the 
latter is expressed in Letters addressed to myself. The letter from which the 
Rrst extract is taken is dated 

" Dee. 1, 1838. 
" Permit me, my dear Sir, to aay something on another point by way of 
expostulation. I suppose you symbolize with our friends, Pusey, Newman, 
kc, at Oxford. / do myseir in the m&in. On baptism, tbe other sacrament, 
and indeed upon all material points, I will go with them adfinem. But, and 
1 put the question with a good deal of self- distrust, are you not investing 
these great and vital matters uaneceasarily with matters comparatively indif- 
ferent? 1 aay mvaecessarily, being aware that a great many such matters 
(I mean indiffereiW) naturally connect themselves with those of fundamental 
importance. Still, as we are bound to consult the prejudices and weaknesses 
of mankind, in order to give efficacy to the Intlh as it is in Jesas, may we not 
do injury to such truth by dwelling too much upon things not essential to its 
integrity ? I am not for a timid policy, neither for keeping back any of the 
counsel of God. But white I would be in thefse respects harmless as the 
dove, I would, in the manner of my teaching, be also leiie as the serpent. 
Here come again, you will say, those un/orliitiate remains .' Yes, this is one 
thing, hut there are many small things not disagretobk to me, but offensive to 
those who have this sharp scent of Popery, and not necessarily connected with 
the proper and fearless exhibition of tmtk as we bigli churchmen hold it, 
Your course may, perhaps, be very good for England ; but we look to the 
Church, not as confined to England, hut as being a body scattered over the 
whole face of Christendom, hearing about the marks of tke dying of the Lord 
Jetas ; and hence whatever we do should have regard to this Church Catholic 
and Apostolic. ■ For if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it.' 
Any indiscretion committed at Oxford is doubly felt in the United Slates i 
from the circumstance, not only that every blunder of our brethren there is 
«eized upon, anil turned into a whip of scoipions for our poor backs, but ulbo 
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that WB have neither the books, nor the leisure, and I may add, not the genj 
atmosphere to worli in, which you enjoy. Let me, therefore, suggest (i 
points of eaufion. One, whether an imponatiC difjtinction should not be made | 
between those matters in the primitive Church, which are identified v 
fundamoital truth and order, and those which manifestly grew out of the I 
exigencies of the Church at partiatiar periods. The oxheb, whether, 
respect to those things which we all hold to be identified with Evaju/eliecd I 
truth and Apostolic order, Goms discretioD should not he observed as to thi 
order in which they are presented, and the relalive prominence given them ir 
the Christian scheme. I like the tnaCeriak, and I think them mpiinly from 
God, which you furnish as needful to the edifice ; but 1 cannot say that 1 
«:hoUy approve of the manner in which you I^Oaford brethren) are disposed 
to put these materials together. The mere decorations e 
comer-stone. 1 submit these suggestions with very great deference for the ■ 
vastly superior knowledge of our Oxford friends, so far as books are ( 
cernedj but for practical wisdom we, in this working country, have s< 
peculiar advantage ! 

" Most truly and affectionately 

" Your friend and brother in Christ," 



I need not tell the reader, liow entirely I concurred in the remarks and 
suggestions contained in the foregoing extract. 

The other letter which I will cite, is dated 

"Feb. 11, 1840, 

" The Oxford Tracts are the engroaaing theme of our religious periodicals ; 
and they arc producing great good, especially in the spirit of self-denial and 
zealous devotion to the truth as from God, which they have diffuaed among 
us. 1 have read them carefully, and I believe thoroughly, with all their J 
kindred pubhcations; and I most devoutly thank God that He put it into I 
the minds of his servants to write such things. I do not subscribe to every- * 
thing ; e. g. the tenth Sermon of Mr. Newman, vol. iv. j what is said in 
many places about the early Kefonners, Cranmer, &c., &c., and about sin 
of ter baptism ; which ])oint, however, is entirely cleared up in the masterly 
letter of Dr. Pusey to the Lord Bishop of Oxford, every smleace of which Is 
to ray mind according to the truth aa it is in Jesus. Do thank that holy J 
brother in my name for this able defence. It is republished in this countrjr. I 
The argumeats are mighty, but the ctiarity is irresistible '^." I 

Such are the terms, in which, on the other side of the Atlantic, a Bishop of 
a Church which has to contend for its very existence, among other enemies, 
against the Papists (backed by the Leopoldine Fund, and indefatigable in 
their exertions), speaks in the fulness of his heart of one, whose name here in 
England has become a bye-word of reproach, even among those who might be 
supposed to know better. Truly has our Lord observed, '' that a prophet is 
not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in 
his own house." j 

' I'lic iialics are thu IILbUoIi's uw-p, iu both exlrarls. M 
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In the eiceptLon whicli the Bishop takea ta the slii^hting □ 
which the Reformers hdve heea spuken of in some of these publicf 
I entirely concur : but at the sajne time it does not seem difficult to 
account for it, on a principle common to both sidee. The Reformers seem 
chiefly deserving of commendation, for having revived and established that 
principle of scriptural interpretation, which is ahke preservative of Christian 
liberty and of Catholic truth ; that principte, to the neglect of which all the 
corruptions of the Church of Home are attributable ; a principle which dis- 
tinguishes the Church of England, in practice, from the Church of Rome, 
which commends the principle in theory, but failii to adhere to it; and which 
distinguiKhes it both in profession and practice from all the Protestant Dis- 
senters, who count the principle altogether erroneous. The principle 1 mean, 
is that, of trying the truth of all doctrine, alleged to be scriptural, by the 
testimony of the ancient Church, the divinely instituted " pillar and ground 
of the truth," according to the Canon for Preachers of 1571. It ia, I conceive, 
purely men's regard to this principle which has led some to speak as they have 
done of the Reformers. The difference is this : some of us took chiefly at the 
testimony borne by the Reformers ra favour of this principle, and are thankful 
to them for it, and willing to ascribe their occasiond real or apparent defalca- 
tions from it to defective iiiformation, or human weakness under circum- 
stances of great trial. The others look chiefly at the Reformers' d^akation 
from this principle, and are led to suspect that their professions of regard to 
it are not sincere, but put forward to serve a purpose, and consequently allow 
thetniielvea to speak harshly of tliem. But I would Eubmit to tJieir second 
thoughts, that the first theory has enough in its behEilf to make it probable, 
and being at the same time most charitable, should be deemed more worthy 
of regard than the latter. 

iOne more consideration, and I have done. It will be asked, or, at least, it 
may be fairly asked, do you, upon calm reflection, approve of the course 
which wa» t^en in 1S33, and justify the Conference and combination from 
which all these things have sprung ? My first answer is, that that Conference 
was the result of that mere instinct of self-preservation which prompts the 
cattle to herd together during a storm. By comparing the dates of some of 
the letters below, it will be seen, that at almost the same moment, the pro- 
poijol for a Conference was suggested by Mr. Rose to his friend at Oxford, 
by Ills friend at Oxford to me, and by me to Mr. Rose, both of them being 
utter strangers to me, and neither of us writing with the knowledge that the 
other had written or thought of the subject. But apart from this, I suppose 
the old adage, " when bad men combine, good men unite," will sufficiently 
account fsr and excuse our seeking the advantage of mutual and personal 
counsel at such a period. But, it may be said, your Conference ended in a 
combination, not, indeed, on Mr. Rose's part, but on your own and that of 
the others who took share at the Conference, with the addition of two more ; 
are you prepared to justify this '; My answer is, that the chief, if not the only 
obje<;tion to which combinations are liable, is the dauger of their interfering 
with constituted and legitimate authority ; if alt due regard to that be pro- 
fisBEiJ and bond Jide obsetved, the utmost that can be said is. that still they 
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may be inexpedient or inconvenient, not that they are open to any considerate 
and legitimate reproof. 

Let the reader turn then to the collection of Mr. Fronde's letters published 
in his '' Remains ;" and in the letter numbered 79, dated July 30, 1833, the 
day after the conference at Hadleigh broke up, he will find him giving an 
account of a suggestion made by one of our party on this very point : " His 
notion is, that the most important subject to which you can direct your read- 
ing at present, is the meaning of canonical obedience, which we have all sworn 
to our bishops; for that this is likely to be the only support of Church 
government, when the state refuses to support it. I myself have a most indis- 
tinct idea of what I am bound to ; yet the oath must certainly contemplate 
something definite and sufficient to preserve practical subordination." Let 
him turn next to the short statement of our design in the letter from Oxford, 
given below, page 13, from another of our party, in which the first object 
avowed is, " a firm maintenance of the Apostolical Succession ;" involving, 
necessarily, obedience to them whom we believe to be vested with our Lord's 
Commission. Let him turn, lastly, to Mr. Keble's statement exhibited in 
Mr. Newman's letter, dated September 6, 1833 ; in which the very pledge of 
co-operation is guarded and restrained by '' reserving our canonical obedience." 
That that canonical obedience has ever been infringed, in the remotest degree, 
by any one of those concerned, no one has as yet pretended. 

If it can be shown otherwise, I will be the last to attempt a justification of 
it. It has been said, indeed, that the continued circulation of Tract XC. is an 
infringement of episcopal prohibition. If the Bishop of Oxford so regards it, 
far be it from me to defend it : but I have that confidence in the author of 
the tract to believe, and take for granted, that, in continuing to circulate the 
tract, he is contravening no wish of his diocesan which has been conmrnni- 
cated to him. 



CHAPTER n. 



( of the origin of the Theological Movetneitl in 1833, in a I^llefTt 
the Editor of the Irigk Eeclesiwilical Journal. 



The sight of Mr. Sewell's letter in the EcclEBiaatical Journal of November 
last, has induced me, with the hope of furthering the good work of recon- 
ciliation, to request permission to offer a word of explanation on a point 
cimnectod (vith the theological or eccleBiaatical movement cif which O.i- 
furd has been the centre, which has given riee to much misunderatand- 
iag. I allude to the notion which haa gone abroad, of there being, or 
having been, aome secret aBsoeiation, combination, or conspiracy, among 
the original promoters of that movement, to alter the doctrine or disci- 
pline of the Church of England, from that which is exhibited in her 
authorized formularies. I believe the notion took its rise chietty from 
an Ejtpression in one of the letters in " Froude's IteraainH," vol. i. p. 
377, where, writing to one of his friends, he observes, "Do you know, I 
partly fear that you, and , and , are going to back out of the con- 
spiracy, and leave me and to our fate ;" at least, I iind this passage 

referred to by the Margaret Professor, as the ground for imputing to the par- 
; ties in question the design above-named. As 1 am myself the individual last 
i referred to by Mr. Froude, as likely, in his opinion, to continue steadfast 
with him ID " the conspiracy," even if deserted by others ; I may perhaps be 
allowed as a competent witness to speak of the origin, nature, and extent of 
the same. This, therefore, I proceed to state, and if there is any body of 
men likely to receive that statement favourably, I venture to think it is the 
body of the Irish clergy, when they shall be informed that that combination 
and conspiracy had its rise in sympathy for their deep affliction, when, ia 
1B33, their loyal obedience to the British Crown, their faithful testimony to 
the truth, and their patient endurance of murderous peraecutiou, were Te* 
quited by the ministers of the day, with that wanton act of sacrilege, whicb 
produced an outcry of shame from some, even of their bitterest enemies, I 
mean the destruction of the ten bishoprics '. This monstrous act had the 
eSecl of awalcening some who til] then had slumbered in the secure and easy 
mRdence that the Church had nothing to fear fronkthe State, into whatever 

auu at the Oxford AssiieB, in Julj, IB3S, 
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liaodE the management of the latter might fall; and it set those whose atten- ' 
tioa had long been painfully alive to the difficulties and dangers of the time, 
upon considering whether some combined effort might not or could not be 
made, with the hope, if possible, even at that late hour, to arrest that fatal 
measure, or at any rate, to offerresiBtance to further outrage upon the Church 
on either side of the Channel ; and, whether the resistance might or might 
not be successful in arresting the en\, yet, at all events, Co leave on record a 
witness of the evil, and a protest against it. With this view three of the 
parties alluded to in the passage of Froude's letter, given above, (Mr. Froude, 
another, and myself,) met at the house of a common friend ', now no more, 
in July of that year, to talk over matters, and consider what could be done. | 
And it being very clear, that the support which such a measure as the Irish ' 
Church Bill had received in both Houses of Parliament, was to be attributed 
to ignorance [or forgetfulness] of the constitution and nature of the Church j 
ignorance [or forgetfulness] of its existence as a society distinct from the 
State, and ignorance [or forgetfulness] of the Diviue commission and autho- 
rity of government which its chief pastors had received, we cahie to the con- 
clusion, that the first and most necessary step to be talten for the defence and 
preservation of the Church was, to revive in men's minds a practical recogni- 
tion of the truth set forth in the preface to the ordination service. On the 

breaking up of our meeting, Mr. Kroude and returned to O.^ford, from 

whence, after they had consulted with the two others alluded to in the extract 
cited shove, I lizard from th?m both, to the effect, that it was agreed we 
shoidd at once make an united effiirt, botli by ourselves and as many as we 
could by private or public appeal induce to exert themselves, in behalf of 
these two points: namely, first, the lirm and practical maintenance of the doc- 
trine of the Apostolical Succession, so grievously outraged by the Irish 
Church Act '. Secondly, the preservation in its integrity of the Christian 
doctrine in our prayer books, with a view to avert the Socinian leaven with 
which we had reason to fear it would be tainted, by the parliamentarj- altera- 
tion of it, which at that time was openly talked of. These formed the whole 
and sole basis of the agreement for united exertions then entered into by the i 
fire individuals of whom Mr. Froude speaks. Nor was any extension of the I 
ot^ects either agreed to or proposed at any subsequent period. 

Appeal was forthwith extensively made to the members of the Church for ] 
their support of these two objects : see below. And one of the first results I 
of ■' the conspiracy " was, the clerical address to the Archbishop of Canter- I 

s Rev. H. J, Rose, then RectDP of Hadleigh, in Suffolk, It U right to state 
Mr, Rose was not, as far as I know, in any way concerned with the prooeediiiga' I 
ivhk'h took piflci! subsequently to the meetiug at Hailleigli, nor in any way respou- 
rnbte for them. Indeed oa late as the 18th of Angnst, "the Oxford resolutions " aahe 
calls them in a letter of that date, now lying before roe, had not been communicaled I 
to him. 

' Wheii I say that the doctrine of ApoaloliiaJ Succesaiqn was outraged bj 
Irish Cliui'ch Act, i moan that disregard v/as shown tu the dDCtriin,', us thon^ 
tutd no foundation iu ti'uLU, 
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bury, iigned by (I think) about 7,000 of the clergy ; ami another was, the 
lay declaration of attachment lo tha Church, signed by upH-arils of 230,000 
heads ai families. From which two events we may date the commencement 
of the turn of the tide, which had threatened to overthrow our Church and 
.urnligioo. 

Now, that it may nut be supposed that this explanation is an afterthought, 
>r that I have in any way misrepresented the state of the case, 1 subjoin an 
iilracl from the letter which I received from Mr. Froude after his return to 
Oxford from the meeting of which I have spoken, and also the statements of 
two others of "the conspirators" on the same subject. 
Extract from Mr. Froade's Letter. 

" OrUl College, Auff. U, 1833. 
'■ My dear Pehceval, 
"Tub impression left on my mind by my visit to Rose was, on the whole, a 
gloomy one ; i. e. that in the present state of the country we have very poor 
materials to work upon ; and that the only thing to be dune is, to direct all 
our efforts towards the dissemination of better principles. 

"Since I have been back to Oxford, Keblehas been here, and he, and 

Newman, have come lo an agreement, that the points which ought to be put 
forward by us are the following ; — 

" [. The doctrine of apostolic succession as a rule of practice i i, e. 
" (1.) That the participation of the body and blood of Christ is essential 

CO the muiDleDuicG of ChriaCiau life and hope in each individmtl. 
" (2.) That it is conveyed to individual Christians oniy by the hands of the 

successors of the Apostles and their delegates. 
" (3.) That the successors of the Apostles are those who are descended in 
a direct line from them by the imposition of hands ; and that the dele~ 
galea of these are the respective presbytera whom each has commis- 
sioned. 
" II. Thdt it is sinful voluntarily to allow the interference of persons or 

bodies, not members of the Church, in matters spiritual. 
" III. That it is desirable to make the Church more popular, as far as is 
consistent with the maintcnaoce of its apostolical character. 

" Newman and add, but Keble demurs. 

" IV. We protest against all efforts directed to the subversion of ejristing 

iostitutinne, or to the separation of Church and State. 
" V. We think it a duty steadily to contemplate and provide for the contin- 
gency of such a separation. 
" Keble demurs to these, because he thinks the union of Church and 
State, as it is now understood, actually sinfut In the next we all agree. 
" VI. We hold it to be the duty of every clergyman to stir up his brother 
clergy to the considerationof these andsimilar subjects, and if possible to 
induce them to do the same," 
Having expressed to my friends my concurrence in the objection, under 
the existing aspect of the times, to any such pledge as that implied in the 
fourth section, considenng, that unless the course then pursued and threat- 



tiled by the State were altered, we hnd no alternative bettreen separation^ and 
apotjtac^; I received from ODe of them the following statement, dated Ox- 
ford, August 23, 1833. 

" With respect to your obeervationB, it aeeraa to me that Froude haa made 
a mistake in sending you some articles which, on further discussion, we 
thought it better not to introduce. The two principles of the society would 
be — a (irm maintenance of the apostolical succession, and a resolution to pre- 
serve the integrity of Christian doctrine in our Prayer Book, that is, not to 
allow it U> he watered down to Socinianism. 

" Such would be simply the principles of the society," 

From another of them (Mr. Newman) I received the following matured 
account {drawn up by Mr. Kehle], dated, Oiford, September 6, 1B33. 

" Considering, 1. That the only way of salvation is the partaking of the 
body and blood of our aacrifleed Redeemer. 

" 2. That the mean eipreasly authorized by Him for that purpose ie the 
holy sacrament of His supper. 

" 3. That the security by Him no less expressly authorized, for the continu- 
ance and due application of that sacrament, is the apostolica! coromisBion of 
the bishops, and under them the presbyters of the Church. 

" 4. That, under the present circumstances of the Church in England, there 
is peculiar danger of these matters being slighted and practically disavowed, 
and of numbers of Christians being left or tempted to precarious and unau- 
thorised ways of communion, which must terminate often in virtual apostaej". 

" We desire to pledge ourselves one to another, reserving our canonical 
obedience, as follows : 

" 1. To be on the watch for all opportunities of inculcating on all com- 
mitted to our charge, a due sense of the inestimable privilege of communion 
with our Lord through the successors of the Apostles ; and of leading them 
to theresolutinn to transmit it, by his blessing, unimpaired to their children. 

" 2. To provide and circulate hooks and tracts which may tend to familiarise 
the imaginations of men to the idea of an apostolical commission, to repre- 
sent to them the feelings and principles resulting from that doctrine in the 
purest and earliest Churches, and especially to point out its fruits as exempli- 
fied in the practice of the primitive Christians ; their communion with each 
other, however widely separated, and their resolute sufferings for the truth's 

" 3. To do what lies in us towards reviving among Churchmen the prac- 
tice of daily common prayer, and more frequent participation of the Lord's 



' Separation of the Cburch from the State, is here intended ; not of individuals 
from the Church, as is supposed by the Edinburgh Review, April, 1841, p. 2^4. 
It may be as well to observo, that noac of these papers were formally Hgned or 
approved by all the indivldoala alluded to. We were united in a common bond of 
alajnn, and in a common resolution to exert ourselves to the utmost in defence of 
those principles, to the neglect of which we ascribed the danger which alarmed us. 
But neither did I conBidcr my frieads responaible for the courae I look ; nor they 
ma Tor theirs. 
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.Supper. And whereas tbero Reems great danger at preBent of allempts a 
unaulhoriMd and incunsiderate innovation, aa in other matters a 
in the eerviee of our Church, we pledge ourselveB ; 

" 4. To rcBtst any attempt that may he made to alter the liturgy on in- 
Bafficient authority ; i. e. without the enerciBC of the free and deliberate judg- 
ment of the Church on the alterations proposed. 

" 5. It will also be one of our objects to place within the reach of all men 
sound and true accounts of those points in our discipline and worship, which 
may appear from time to time moat liltely to be misunderstood or underva- 
lued, and to suggest such measures as may promise to be most successful in 
preserving them." 

And thus, Sir, without the slightest reserve, have T given to the inspection 
of my Irish brethren alt the commnnications which I received on th^princi- 
ples to be aimed at by the united effort, which, at that season of peril and 
alarm, it was agreed to make, in defence of our Master's house, and of the 
principles of truth and order on which it is founded ; and when the whole 
affair is calmly weighed, it will amount to no more than this, namely, a stir- 
ring up of ourselves and others to an active and faithful discharge of duties, 
which, by our very calling as members, and by our office aa ministers of 
the Church, were already binding upon us. It is but right to add, 
that Dr. Pusey, who has been held in general estitnation as responsible 
for the whole affair, had nothing to do with the first promotion of the un- 
dertaking. 

IS taken against many of the publications 
e circulated, with the design of aiding the 
an consider how eitremely difficult, if not 
ost practised hands, in the calmest times, 
1 produce a series of papers free from 



With respect to the exeeptioi 
which from various quarters wet 
attempt ahove named ; let any n 
impoiaible, it would be for the n 
and with the utmost deliberation, I 



real or supposed grounds of censure ; and then he will cease to wonder that 
publications put forth in times of the greatest excitement, by haada for the 
moat part unpractised, and under the influence of the atrongest apprehension 
of real danger, should contajn many thintcs, which either aa to matter, or 
manner, or both, might have been better otherwise. When 1 offered objec- 
tions to some (if the things which appearecJ, I received the following answer, 
which, under the emergency of the case, satisfied me, and will, I think, 
satisfy any dispassionate person who considers the subject in relation to that 
emergency. It is dated. Oxford, July 20, 1834. 

"As to the tracts, every one has his own taste. You object to somethings, 
another to others. If we altered to please every one the effect would be 
spoiled. They were not intended as symbols i cathtdrd, but as the expres- 
uons of indimdual minds ; and individuals feeling strongly, while, on the one 
hand, they are incidentally faulty in mode or language, are still [leculiarly 
effective. No great work was done by a systemi whereas systems rise out of 
individual eierlions. Luther was an individual. 'Ilie very faults of an indi- 
vidual excite attention ; he loses, but his cause (if good, and he powerfid- 
minded) gains ; this is the way of things, we promote truth by a self-sacrifice. 
There are many things in -'s tract which I coulil have wished said 
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otherwiBe for one rcaBon or other ; but the whole was to my mind admirable, 
moat persuasive, and striking'." 

In short, if those publications served the purpose of a rallying cry to the 
friends of the Church ", if they have availed, directly or indirectly, to satisfy 
men, that (he Church in these kingdoms is not a creature of the State, pro- 
fessing merely a negation of certain errors, to he changed or modified to suit 
the spirit of the age ; hut that it is a ditinely constituted society, with a 
divinely commissioned government, having fised and heaven-descended prin- 
ciples, which being founded on immutable truth, can endure neither mutila- 
tion nor compromise, but must be defended and abided by in time, by those 
who would secure in Christ the reward of eternity ; and in defence of which, i 
if need he, all suffering must be undergone. — If, Isay, thosepuhlicationshavo I 
at all availed, and in proportion as they have availed, under God, to impress ] 
this view of sacred things on men's minda, and so to secure to those who 1 
come after us, unimpaired, those blessings which have been transmitted to I 
us, they have answered the object of those who promoted the undertaking; I 
who will count so great a blessing cheaply purchased at the cost of the tern- I 
porary misrepresentation, obloquy, and reproach, which it has been their lot | 
to bear in the prosecution of this good design. I 

In conclusion, I would request permission to offer one word in respect of 
a publication, " Froude's EemBins," which, more than any other, appears to 
have been the occasion of the alarm and misrepresentation «hich haa spread 
respecting the designs of the promoters of the movement which had its rise 
at Oxford j and without espressing an opinion, as I am not called upon to 
do, either as to the prudence or otherwise of the publication, or as to the « 
soundness or unsoundness of many of the views expressed in it, I would I 
request all, whether they approve or disajiprove of the publishing it, whether 
they admire or condemn the theological opinions contained in it, to bear this 
in mind { namely, that those volumes contain the expression of the workings 
of a young and ardent mind, seeking after truth with a singleness of purpose, 
and a noble disregard of all sublunary and temporary consequences, rarely to 
be met with ; doing that which most men are blamed for not doing, that is 
to say, refusing to lake things for granted to be true, because they were tolQ 
him, hut striving to weigh nil things in the balances of the sanctuary, and 
prepared to embrace truth wherever he should find it, at any and whatever 

That fervent zeal and highminded enthusiasm which ebone from his eagle 
eye, and formed the charm of his conversation, and has left so deep an 
impression of affection to his memory in the minda of all who had (he 
privilege of his friendship, while they prompted him to a noble course of 
great exertion, at the same time led him frequently to express himself, as is 
apparent from hia letters, hastily, upon imperfect information, and without 



' Tlic ouiy Tncls for whiell I am nijaelf responsible aro Quuibcred 33, :i&, 

d36, 

• Stf on this point the Preface to the Ind volume of " Tracts for the \ 
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due coDBideration of all the bearings of the poiDt before bim. But he was 
open to conviction, and erer ready to embrace that raodification or alteration 
of any view he might previously have entertained, which, after due examina- 
tion, he was persuaded approached nearer to the trutli. Tbi« ia plain from 
the letters published in his " Bemains," which ehow what great mo dili cations 
of the view in which at first he had regarded the Church of Rome, he had 
been led, upon more accurate information, to adopt. And this process was 
going on until il pleased God to take bim in the midst of bis labours : for in 
the very last letter which it was my privilege to receive from him, dated 
Barbados, September 9, 1834, after having set forth, in hia earnest zealous 
way, his view of certain points of theology, in which he thought I needed 
correction, he concluded with these words : " And now I have done with my 
criticisms ; if you think them very wild, and have time l« tell me so, it will 
be a great satisfaction to me, for I feel as if thinking by myself had set my 
wits rambling." In that aame letter he expressed his opinion on the relative 
position of the Church of England, in respect to Borne and other religious 
communities ; which seems to be worthy of record. 

" If I was to assign my reason for belonging to the Church of England, in 
preference to any other religious community, it would be simply this, thai 
she has retained an apostolical clergy, and enacts no sinful terms of commu- 
nion i whereas, on the one hand, the Romanists, though retaining an apos- 
tolical clergy, do exact sinful terms of communion ; and on the other, no other 
religious community has retained such a clergy," 

Moreover, let my deceased friend be tried by the pulihcations for wbich 
alone be is responsible, I mean those which be had himself prepared and 
committed to the press, and from which his deliberate convictions ore to be 
ascertained ; and though many may find reason to differ in opinion with him, 
they will, 1 think, find nothing to reprove. If bis friends had confined them- 
selves to the two last volumes, they would, according to my judgment, have 
done betterjustice tohis memory, and better served the cause, in the defence 
of which his life was consumed. But they acted, I doubt not, under the 
conviction expressed by one of them, in the extract 1 have given above ; 
namely, that " individuals feeling strongly, while on the one hand they are 
incidentally faulty in mode and language, are still peculiarly effective," that 
" the very faults of an individual excite attention, he loses, but hie cau»e tif 
good, and he powerful-minded) gains ; this is the way of things, we promote 
truth hy a self-sacrifice ;'* and believing that both the matter and manner 
exhibited in the frank and -unreserved communications of their deceased 
friend, were calculated to startle men from the apparent lethargy as to eccle- 
siastical principles, which seemed at that time so extensive, and to lead them 
to inquire and examine on points, which though, according to our viev, 
essential and fundamental in tbe Christian system, seemed likely to be passed 
by and set aside as things unworthy of notice, they were willing for the sake 
of obttuning this inquiry and examination, which is all they asked, to baxard 
not only the censure and suspicion, which would inevitably fall to their share, 
but what was of far higher value in their sight, the temporary misunder- 
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atamliDg uf their deceased friend's character, snd ibe posthumouH reproach 
which (they could not but have foreseen) would be the (almost) neceBwry 
couBequeace of the course which they adopted ( being sure that when they 
should meet htm hereafter in the land of spirila, he who while living wai 
willing to sacrifice all for the sake of truth, would frankly forgive them for 
having hazarded for a time his reputation among mortals, if by bo doing they 
had hope the better to promote those interests which are immortal. 

1 am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

t Perce'val. 



The appeal, which is stated above ( p. 1 1} to have been extensively made 
to the members of the Church, in Autumn, 1833, was couched in the 
following : — 

" Svffgations for theformaiion of an Aasoeiation of Friends of the CkwcA. 

" It will readily be allowed by all reflecting pereoni, that events have 
occurred within the last few years calculated to inspire the true members and 
friends of the Church with the deepest uneasiness. The privilege possessed 
by parties hostile to ber doctrine) ritual, and polity, of legislHting for her,— 
their a\'owed and increasing efforts against her, — their close alliance with such 
as openly reject the Christian faith,— and the lar and unsound principles of 
m^ny who profess and even think themselves her friends, — these things have 
been displayed before our eyes, and sounded in our ears, until from their 
very repetition we almost forget to regard them with alarm. 

" The most obvious dangers are those which impend over the Church as 
an Establishment ; but to these it is not here proposed to direct attention. 
However necessary it may be, on the proper occasion, to resist all measures 
which threaten the security of ecclesiastical property and privileges, still it is 
felt that there are perils of a character more serious than those which beset 
the political rights and the temporalties of the clergy ; and such, moreover, 
as admit and justify a more active opposition to them on the part of indivi- 
dual members of the Church. Every one, who has become acquainted with 
the literature of the day, must have observed the sedulous attempts made in 
various quarters to reconcile members of the Church to alterations In its 
Doctrines and DiscipUne. Projects of change, which include the annihila- 
tion of our creeds and the removal of doctrinal statements Incidentally con- 
tained in our worship, have been boldly and assiduously put forth. Our 
services have been subjected to licentious criticisms, with a view of Buper- 
seding some of them, and of entirely remodelling others. The very elemen- 
tary principles of our ritual and discipline have been rudely questioned. Our 
apostolical polity has been ridiculed and denied. 

" In ordinary times, snch attempts might safely have been left to the 
counter operation of the good sente and practical wisdom, hitherto so 
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distinguialiing a feature in the English chararler : but the case is altered, 
vheii account is taken of the spirit of the present age ; vliich is confeasedljr 
disposed to regard points of religioua belief with inditTerence, to Bacrifice the 
intereMa of truth to notions of temporary convenience, and to indulge in a 
restless and intemperate desire of novelty and change. 

" Under these circumstances, it haa appeared expedient to memhera of 
the Church, in various parts of the kingdom, to form themeelves into ao 
association on a few broad principles of union, which are calculated from 
their simplicity to recommend themselvea to the approbation and support 
of Churchmen at large, and which may serve as the grounds of a defence 
of the Church's best interests against the immediate difliciilties of the 
present day. They feel strongly, that no fear of the appearance of forward- 
ness on their part should dissuade them from a design, whieli seems to 
be demanded of them by their affection towarda that spiritual community, 
to which they owe their hopes of the world to come, and by a sense of 
duty to that God and Saviour who is its Founder and Defender. And 
they adopt this method of respectfuUy inviting their brethren, both clergy 
and laity, to take part in their undertakiag. 



" Objects of the Association. 

" I. To maintain pure and inviolate the doctrines, the uervices, and the 
discipline of the Church ; that is, to withstand all change, which involves 
the denial and suppression of doctrine, a departure from primitive practice in 
religious offiees, or innovation upon the apostolical prerogatives, order, and 
commiBsion of bishops, priests, and deacons. 

" 2. To afford Churchmen an opportunity of exchanging their sentiments, 
and co-operating together on a large scale." 



It is right to state, (which is done on Mr. Newman's authority,} that Mr. 
Froude disapproved of these auggestiona, because be was strongly agunst 
any society or association other than the Church itself : which objectian, 
striking many others with like force, occasioned the idea of any such 
aasociation to be speedily relinquished : only ihe necessity for increased 
exertions, in their several legitimate stations and limits, was felt and 
responded to by the bulk of those to whom the appeal was made. 



U. 

As eight yeara have elapsed since the address, above referred to, was 
■igned by the dergj', it may be interesting to many of them to know the 
terms in which it was expressed. The following is a copy of it, as circulated 
among the ciprgy for their subscription : — 
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To the Most Rev, Father in God, William, by Divine Providence Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of all England. 

^* We, the undersigned clergy of England and Wales, are desirous of 
approaching your Grace with the expression of our veneration for the sacred 
office to which by Divine Providence you have been called, of our respect 
and affection for your personal character and virtues, and of our gratitude 
for the firmness and discretion which you have evinced in a season of 
peculiar difficulty and danger. 

'* At a time, when events are daily passing before us which mark the 
growth of latitudinarian sentiments, and the ignorance which prevails 
concerning the spiritual claims of the Church, we are especially anxious 
to lay before your Grace the assurance of our devoted adherence to the 
apostolical doctrine and polity of the Church over which you preside, and of 
which we are ministers ; and our deep-rooted attachment to that venerable 
Liturgy, in which she has embodied, in the language of ancient piety, the 
orthodox and primitive faith. 

^'And while we most earnestly deprecate that restless desire of change 
which would rashly innovate in spiritual matters, we are not less solicitous 
to declare our firm conviction, that should any thing, from the lapse of 
years or altered circumstances, require renewal or correction, your Grace, 
and our other spiritual rulers, may rely upon the cheerful co-operation and 
dutiful support of the clergy, in carrjdng into effect any measures that may 
tend to revive the discipline of ancient times, to strengthen the connection 
between the bishops, clergy, and people, and to promote the purity, the 
efficiency, and the imity of the Church.** 
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CHAPTER III. 



1/ of ike ChtTchman's Manuul. 



No inconsiderable portion of our time at the Conference at Hadleigh wai 
occupied in revising the Tract entitled " The Churchman's Manual." A» 
tlii« was the first "Tract" systematically put forth to meet the exigencies 
of " the Times ; " as ita preparation apparently gave riae to the series known 
by that designation ; and as it is the only Tract, which was suhmitted to and 
receiTcd the approval of al! iramediately concerned in promoting the Theolo- 
gical Movement of lS33,itwtll be at once interesting, and not without import' 
ance, to annex it to the foregoing statement. And as the care bestowed upon 
the preparation of that Tract, probably, exceeds tbat which any other Theolo- 
gical publication in the English communion has received for a very long time, 
an account of it will not be undeserving of record, for those who are interested 
in ecclesiastical matters. It will serve also to show, that the foundation of the 
Movement in 1833 — with which only the late Mr. Rose was connected — was 
laid with all the care and circumspection that reason could well suggest ; 
and thus much is due to his memory. 

The object of " The Churchman's Manual " was to supply a detect in the 
public instruction of the Church, which in other times has been the SQbject of 
lament among her sons ; namely, by affording information as to the source and 
grounds of the authority by which the ministers of God act, in speaking in 
God's name, and in administering the Sacraments on Mis behalf: that is to 
Bay, whether the authority is from Heaven, or of men i and it from Heaven, 
by what channel conveyed ? It is true tbat in the preamble to the Ordination 
service, and in her Articlesi^and especially when these an 
one another, and taken together, — all this is plainly and ui 
but as the body of the people are not generally instructed ii 
formularies, unless the ministers themselves supply the ine 
the people will remain ignorant of these things : their a 
for the clergy will then rest either upon the countenance of the civil power. 
or upon old associations, and not upon rehgioua principle. The consequence 
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of which will be, that in all times of disturbance, when the force of old aaao- 
ciatione is interrupted, and especially whenever the civU power lends itself to 
oppress and degrade the clergy, the people will be under great temptation of 
departing from the truth, and violating scriptural injunctions, and making 
and fomenting schisma ; and so running themselves into a variety of sins 
and offences, which, for the moat part, might be avoided, if the truths con> 
tained in tits preamble to the Ordination service, and in the 93rd and 26th 
Articles, formed part of the ordinary catechetical instruction of the young. 
The little Tract, in short, was, as its original title specified, " designed as a 
supplementary Catechism for the use of the members of the Cliurch." Hie 
hope was, to produce such a manual, as might commend itself to the sanction 
of the rulers of onr Church in ita several branches, at home, in Scotland, and 
in America ; and might, eventually, assist in communication with other 
portions of the Church, those in Sweden, and in the East especially; and 
might also, under the Divine blessing, influence the non-episcopal com- 
munities, both at home and abroad. 

The pubhcatLon was commenced in the early part of 1S33, and by the end 
of April was advanced far enough to be submitted to the revision of others, 
llie first who was applied to for this purpose was the late Rev. Hugh James 
Rose, as eminent a theologian as any whom Cambridge contained j and 
next, by his encouragement and advice, application was made to a no less 
distinguished theologian of the University of Oxford, the Rev. W. Palmer, 
author of the " Origines Liturgical," Both these lent their valuable aid 
with the frankness, good will, and zeal, which might be expected from 
them. 

1 will give in this place Mr. Rose's first answer to the request which was 
made for his advice, and his last notice of the Manual when published. 

The first has no date, but the post-mark is " Hadleigh, April 29, 1833." 

"Mv Dear Sir. 
" Most gladly shall I receive and read the letters on Dissent of which you 
speak, and 1 can speak with confidence of my friend Palmer having as much 
pleasure as myself in being of any use to you in so important a matter. 

" I am very tndy yours, 

" H. J. Boss." 
last is dated 

" Colltge, Durham, Feb. 11 [1834]. 
"Mv Dear Pbbceval, 
■' Let me thank you, in my own name, for 
which I have dispersed some to-day, and as 
have taken with this most useful work. 



o copies of the Catechism, of 
Churchman for the pains you 
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■' Bmwnont Slrtet, O^ord, 
May 33, 1833. 
" De*b Sib, 
" In complying with the wish you have done me Ihe honor to express, 1 am 
happy to have an opportunity of expreeEing the real gratification I have 
derived from the perusal of the paper which Mr. Rose forwarded to me, and 
which 1 return to you at hie desire. Such instructions as are found there are 
greatly called for in these tiraes, and it is moat gratifying to find that there are 
men both ahle and willing to give them. Happy would it have been for us 
if the circumstances of former times had permitted the introducbon of mich 
lessons into our Church Catechism ; but the just jealousy of Popery, and the 
controversies of the times, have impeded many good things. We are labour- 
ing under a deficiency in first principles, which such a Catechism would have 
supplied. But it is never too late to sow the good seed,— at least, for those 
to whom the interests of futurity are as dear as those of the present. 



" Beheve me, dear Sir, 

" Your faithful and ohliged Seri-ant, 

" William Palmea." 
Much about the same time application was made to Rev. W. F, Hook, then 
Hector of Trinity, Coventry, whose first letter on the subject, containing aome 
useful suggestions, is dated " Coventry, Whitsunday, [May 26] 1833." 

Having thus secured the assistance and eo-operalion of men who might 
be regarded as adequate representatives of the beut theology in Englaad, 
the next step was to obtain assistance from Scotland; the distance of 
America, and the uncertainly of communication, rendering it vain to 
apply there. Accordingly, application upon the subject was made to 
the venerable Bishop of Edinburgh, Dr. Walker, who received it with the 
greatest possible kindness, and evinced by his letter the deep interest which 
he took in the undertaking. His letter is dated 



" 22, Slafford-street, Edinburgh, 
" \QthJilbj, 1833. 



" I Au exceedingly interested in the information which you have kindly con- 
veyed to me, respecting your proposed supplementary catechism, and I moat 
earnestly pray you God speed in the name of the Lord. The constitutioa of 
the Church is of much more importance than men in general are disposed to 
acknowledge. ' The Church of the living God is the pillar and ground of the 
truth, and that which for such a purpose has been established will doubtless 
be preserved. It were easy to show, by a reference to Incontrovertible facts, 
bow much the very outward form and constitution of the Church has, by 
God's blessing, contributed to the preservation of essential truth. The 



J 



^r LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF EDINBURGH. 23 

rejection of that form and constitution has always been the prelude K> soine 
dangerous heresy. 'Ilie churches which have preserved that form and con- 
stitution, have, at the same time, j^enerally preserved alt the essential tnitha 
of the Gospel, even when they have mixed it up with numerous errorn. Tlie 
Protestant Churches of the Continent {I speak from personal experience) are 
mostly deluded {with fewer exceptions among the Clergy than you wouid 
easily heliere) with a false philosophy; and, melancholy aa the confesiiion is, 
we can be secure of finding the whole truths of the Gospel only among tha 
errors of Popery, or mixed up with much enthusiasm in the simple estahlish- 
ments of the Episcopal Moravians. How extensively the various classes of 
anti-episcopal Dissenters at home have been subjected to dangerous errors in 
their faith, and how liable they are to change with every blast that blows, 
I need not remind you. A hundred and twenty years have passed over our 
humble society, in which we have suffered the deepest depression; exposed 
on every hand to ridicule, malevolence, persecution, contempt, and neglect ; 
but our faith, and our practice, and our hopes in our Divine Head, remain 
the same at this hour as they did when our predecessors were in the plenitude 
of their power, and rs they did at every interval from that time to the present. 
Our brethren in England, men of illustriuus names and distinguished virtue, 
with a spirit becoming their sacred office, and adding lustre to their temporal 
dignity, acknowledged this when we were in our lowest state, and they 
acknowledge it still with unceasing kindness, when we are allowed to breathe 
the air of toleration.' The foregoing sentences, which I have marked as a 
fiuotation, I have copied frotn a sermon which I preached in August, 1B09, at 
the primary visitation of our present Primus; and I have copied them that I 
may prove to you that the interest which I take in your present pursuits ia 
not new. 1 have been, alas '. a very inefficient minister of Christ, and of late 
my health has interposed great impediments. But I have long and much 
wished for a more intimate union among the different Churches which are 
subject to the primitive rule : and were such a happy union, by God's 
blessing, happily effected, 1 doubt not hut that it would influence, not only 
the Dissenters, hut portions at least, and ultimately perhaps large portions, 
of the Greek and Roman Churches. From the life of De Ricci, Bishop of 
Pistoia, we may perceive bow easDy, in happier circumstances, a reformation 
may he accomplished, in portions, at least, of the Roman Church, Are you 
acquainted with the case of the Jansenist Bishops of the Low Countries > 
They long held to the see of Rome by a thread ; but having consecrated a 
Bishop of Utrecht, as they were wont, without a buU, they were some years 
^0 formally excommunicated. It appeared to me that this was a fine oppor- 
tunity for the Church of England to come forward, with Christian charily, 
and propose a union. But nothing has been done. 1 applied to Bishop 
Luscombe, but received no further information than appeared in the news- 
papers But my paper warns me that 1 must conclude. 

1 willingly trust 

that there is a visible progress towards that which constitutes the glory of i 
Church. Within my own experience, now extending to foity. years, as i 
minister of Christ, happy, very hapjiy changes haie been effected among us. 
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which no man could then have aotii^ipated. In America, in 1784, tbere waa 
in fact no Church ; a small and defeated partj-, almost without hope. Now 
there are fourteen bishops, and about seven hundred clergy, with a very 
remarkable promiEe of progress on the aoundest principles, both as respects 
the constitution, the faith, and the worship of the Church. I wish we had a 
more intimate union with that rising communily, of which the clergy whom 
I have seen, mcluding the late Bishop Hobart, four Presbyters, and one 
Deacon, were men who would have done honour to any Church. My best 
prayers and wishes attend your present labours, of which I shall hope in dne 
time to see the happy result. 

" 1 ever remain, dear Sir, 

" Your faithful brother in Christ, 

" James Walker." 

The postscript to this letter contains such a remarkable testimony to tbe 
value of one to whose memory I have presumed to dedicate this Collection, 
that no excuse need be made for subjoioing it. 

" P. S. I saiv our aged Primus last week ; but be was unable to go on to 
Aberdeen aa he intended, and was obUged to return home. ..... Another 

admirable man of our number, my oldest clerical hiend, Bishop JoUy, is in 
his seventy-ninth year, and falling off, 1 fear, rapidly. Bishop Hobart saw 
this venwable man at Aberdeen, and when he returned, 1 asked him, if what 
he had seen had rewarded him for bis long journey in the middle of winter ? 
' Sir,' he replied, with animatian, ' you go from ttie extremity of Biitaio to 
America to see the falls of Niagara, aud think yourselves amply rewarded by 
the sight of this ainj^ular scene in nature. If J had gone from America to 
Aberdeen, and seen nothing; but Bishop Jolly, as 1 saw him for two days, [ 
should hold myself greatly rewarded. In our new couotry we have no such 
men; and I could not have imagined such without seeing him. The race, 
I fear, is expired or e.ipiring even amonf; you ' Let us hope (Bishop Walker 
adds) that in every part of the Church it wiU have a happy resurrection." 

Soon after the receipt of this letter, the Conference at Hadleigh took place, 
lasting, if I recollect right, from 25lh to the 29th July. All the parties there 
were perfect strangers to me, except as known by letter or by name. As 
this Conference has now become a matter of history, to which people are 
pleased to attach importance, I think it right to add the communicationB 
which I received, inviting me to it ; that by thus laying open the whole that 
I know concerning it, no room may be left for mystery or suspicion. " He 
that doetb truth cometh lo the light, that his deeds may be made manifest 
that they are wrought in God." 

I received only t\vo letters concerning it; one from Mr. Rose, dated 
Hadleigh, [July G, 1833,] in which all that he says about it is as follows : 

" Now let me say how gladly I should meet you In London, but I fear 

i cannot at the time you mention ; for I bare a public sermon at Ipswich on 

But can 1 not tempt you here i I am in great hopes i 



NCE AT IIADLEtCH. 



25 









three more nill come expressly to talk i 
would give me great delight if you would join them." 

other was from one whose name I need not give ; dated 

Oxford, Jidy 10, 1833. ' 
laaure 70U that I am very far from thinking that such things should 
slept over, or that private individualB can do nothing towards their 
removal. Perseverance, prudence, and zeal will accomplish anything. It 
seems to me, however, and in this you will I am sure agree, that there should 
he some plan for combined and vigorous exertion, so that all should not 
vanish in smoke. 

" Our valued friend Rose has proposed a conference of friends on the state 
of affairs, and to consider of the line we ought to adopt. I think this most 
highly desirahle. He haa asked me lo go to Hadleigh, and gives me hopes of 
meeting ^ou, which would Indeed be an exceeding pleasure. Froude has also 
expressed his intention of coming, and he says Kehle will also. Newman we 
expect every day from the Continent, and 1 hope he will also be there. 
I would think of being at Hadleigh about this day fortnight, i 
friends were then disengaged. 

'■ Now 1 hope you will be able to join in this little plan 
when we are all met, it will be easy for us lo consider i 
which might not be conveniently discussed in letters." 

The Conference began on a Thursday, and broke i. 
following : a Sunday, therefore, occurred during it. As 1 
preached on that day had reference to the then existing sti 
of it is subjoined. I have also given that which was preached at the Chapel 
Royal, on the Sunday preceding the Conference. I'bey may be of interest to 
many, as serving to show, better than any description could do, the spirit and 
temper by which the parties were actuated. Before either of these is con- 
demned as extravagant, let the reader call lo mind what was then actually the 
condition as well ss prospect of the Church and nation : — Ad agrarian and 
civic insurrection against the bishops and clergy, and all who desired to 
adhere to the existing institutiona of the country ; — the populace, goaded on 
openly by the speeches, covertly (as it was fully believed at the time) by the 
paid emissaries of the ministers of the Crown ; the chief of those ministers in 
his place in Parliament bidding the bishops set their houses in order; the 
mob taking him at his word, and burning to the ground the palace of the 
Bishop of Bristol, with the public buildings of that city, while they shouted 
the Premier's name in triumph over the niinsi — a measure relating to the 
Church in Ireland having passed the Commons, and then before the Lords, 
which was denounced by the bishops of that Church " as deeply injurious to 
the spiritual privileges, rights, and interests of the Church, as totally opposed 
to their system of ecclesiastical polity ; inconsistent with the spiritual authority 
of the prelates ; calculated to impede the extension of the principles of their 
Church among the people j and highly injurious to the progress of true reli- 
in that country ;" — measureB for altering our liturgy and Rituals "to 
the spirit of the age;" that is, to please the Dissenters and sceptics who 
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tihctt m die j f rwUtj openiT 
Kins, wiiohad finoid br expczieDce Alt k 
sjpirk of refbra, dmi to l e auaia the qnrit of l e inlti oB, kawi^g to deal, 
ootnde of Ids pG^ace with iDolis» wbo, br tibe most Intil gatnres to his &ce, 
de d j f cd tfafin s rfT ei tobcthiiitiiigfeliMblood,MidAiiof hnn^^ 
and who were headed br the lifacriMUnta of the i rgi ri i i ffi of the seventeenth 
ccntmj, who stalked liovth from their hiding-plarfi, b oas ted in open daj of 
their (baae) ilf f ^' f T f f, and d eclared their readiness to repeal the deed of Uieir 
aa i 'esta i s ; wfaik, within his pabce, he had for fab onlj cmnsdlor, one» who, 
aeeor£ng to oncontndicted report, had been the onlj member of die English 
Hoose of GjpmmoDs who refosed to appear in moanoiiig on the mnider of Lo<u 
XVI^ and who, at the TCTj time of winch we are ^peaking, when dieEngfish mob 
and the deacrndants of Engfishrcgiddes were demsn&ttg his master^ Bfe, had 
dedared in his place in the Hoose of Lords, that ** in diis firee cuuu\|y he did 
not Eke to nae the term monarchy > ;" — and the Home of Lords, meanwhile^ 
the k»t earthly prop of the constitotion, throogh fiear, not for diemaehres, 
indeed, of wfakch their great leader was incapable, bat for die kii^s crown 
and person, yieldii^ to the storm like a reed that bends. Sodi was the state, 
and soch the prospects of onr Cbnreh and nation, when the Conference at 
Hadlci^ was htUL ; and a few insignificant dergjmen determined to endea- 
▼DOT, by the fM&hness of Church principles, to stem the torrent of rain 
before which all other defences had prored powerless. The Bishop of Chester 
(Dr. Samner) seems &posed to ascribe oar morement to Satan ; the head 
master of Rngby (Dr. Arnold) to Antichrist. Bat when the feeUeness of the 
instroments emi^oyed is contrasted with the e£fect jHodnced, it seems more 
reasonable to ascribe it to that great Head of the Qiurdi who chooeeth the 
fooGsh things of die wotid to confooind the things that are migbty. Cer- 
tainly, as one concerned, I can say this : diat belief in His promises to His 
Clrarch was the one and only soorce of oar confidence and coarage. 

' Tlris memanhle apeecfa was made on May 7^ 1832, I was in the House myadf, 
sad heard ii. 
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High Christian principle the only safeguard; and the Church of Christ inmd- 

nerable. 

^ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 

shall be added unto you." — ^Matthbw vi 33. 

These words were spoken by our blessed Lord with a view to encourage all 
men to cast their care upon God, who careth for them ^ ; and as an assurance 
that they may safely follow the advice which He had given them just before. 
For in llie verses immediately preceding the text, He had cautioned men not 
to seek too eagerly any of the things of this world ; not to make them the chief 
object of their lives ; nor to be careful and anxious, even about the necessa- 
ries of this life, as though they distrusted God's providence : but, in the 
fullest confidence and reliance upon His succour, who has chosen them to be 
his servants, to set their eyes stedfastly upon the goal placed before them ; 
and then, through evil report or good report, in peace or war, amidst plenty 
or scarcity, to march on their heavenward way ; conscious of the presence of 
Him who is invisible ; of the support of Him without whom not a sparrow 
falleth to the ground ; and of the supply of Him " who stills the wailing 
sea-bird on the hungry shore '." 

This is that practical faith, without which it is impossible to please God, 
and by which a man believes not only that there is a God, — for the devils do 
that and tremble, — but that He is a rewarder and protector of them who 
diligently seek Him s. Such faith as Abraham had, when, at God's bidding, 
he left his house and country to do God better service in a foreign land ; 
such faith as Daniel had, when he cheerfully consented to be thrown into the 
den of lions, sooner than dishonour Him whom he owned for his God ; such 

» 1 Pet. V. 7. « Christian Year. •*» Hob. xi. C. 
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faith as dwelt with the Apostles, when, for the service of Jesua Chriat, they 
forsook all and followed Him. 

Such faith aa this must be the secret spring, the support and stay of a 
ChriBtian'ij life, let him be placed in what circum stances he ma^; but then, 
especially, does it shine forth to the glory of God, in times of difficulty and 
danger. He who takes any other rule than this, will ever be wavering and 
uncertain in bi^i course : trimming his boat, to suit first this breeze, and then 
that, and putting human wisdom in competition with, or above, the Divine 
commands, to the shame and grief of hifl friends, and to the scorn and ridi- 
cule of his enemies, and of them that hate him. It la utterly impossible that 
any man, in times of distress and persecution, can preserve the straightfor- 
ward line of duty, in whose breast this high and sustaining principle is not 
implanted. 

It is probable that most men will see the propriety of placing this matter 
before our eyes in times like the present. For there seems little iikelihood 
that that security and peace, which have been so long vouchsafed to us, will 
be continued to us much longer. Every thing combines to make it probable 
that times of confusion and trouble are coming upon us, such as we have not 
had for centuries ; times when all men will be put to the proof, and it will be 
■eea of what they are made : and when the servants of God and the Lord 
Jeans Christ will have an opportunity of earning the martjrr's or confessor's 
crown, by their patient and constant adherence to His cause, regardless of 
every thing which might allure or frighten them from the path of duty. If 
Huch limes are at hand, it will be our wisdara, an ChrialiBD wamore, to count 
the cost; to make use of the short breathing -time allowed us to look over 
the weapons of our heavenly armoury, and to furbish and brighten " the 
■bield of faith, wherewith we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked *." 

Let us take, then, our Master's cross for our badge. His crown of thorns 
for the wreath of our crest of hope, which is the crown of immortality ; and 
let our motto be chosen from the words of ovr tent, " Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you." In other words, "Do your duty, and leave the rest to God." Let 
not a Christian stand upon lower ground than a heathen, nor the principle in 
which the worshipper of idols gloried, — "Flat justitia, mat cahtm," — be 
deemed too exalted for the servants of the King of Heaven '. Surely woe is 
U) be feared for that country, in which they who are in authority teach the 
people that it is lawful "to do evil, that good may come." For if this be 
not to bow the knee to Baal ; if this be not to honour the Prince of dark. 

381 if this be not to worship the author of evil rather than the Giver of all 
I good ; if this be not to compel the servants of God to wrestle against spiritual 

• Ephos. vi. 16. 

' S«e the debates in the House of Lonts, July I7, 1833, on the second rendiu); of 

I the Iriah Cluireh Bill, in which one, from whose age and station better thinpi 

night have lieon expoctod, is reported to have Unghed to ecom the mmims even 

I of heathen j ustive. 
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n lilgb pkces, there is no meaning in words. It ia not for sinful 
I, of hia own mind, to say what fate is in store for those who do and say 
thus ; Iiut, at least, the words of Scripture concerning them may be repeated, 
" whose damnation ia just." 

l^et no thought of base, time'Serving expediency, li 
ardly human wisdom, induce you to compromise one io 
childish hope of averting the storm, or keeping your ov 
You wiii only deserve tlie ruin which you dread; you 
defeat by putting honourable resistance out of your power; you will only 
deprive yourself of that eternal recompense and reward, to which, by God's 
mercy, through Christ, you might otherwise have attained. Let our great 
Captain's oft-repeated words ring in the ears of all who are faint and irreso- 
lute, " whoaoever ebal! seek to save his life shall lose it, hut whosoeirer will 
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it,"—" be shall keep it unto Lfe 
eternal"." 

But though moat or all men must admit that ihese considerations are 
applicable to the times in which we live, few, comparatively, will be willing 
to apply them (o themselves, " for they are not all Israel that are of Israel ';" 
and there ia as much difference between those who, in common, bear the 
honoured name of Christians, as there was between Ahab and Elijah, and 
between Herod and John the Baptist. It will be well for us therefore to 
inquire briefly how far, -in the ordinary course of our duty, the high Chriatian 
principle of which we have been speaking ia the guide of our conduct. If 
we are not wont, in times of peace, to walk according to this rule, there can 
be httle reason to think that it will stand as much stead in time of war. 
" He who is faithful in that which is least, will, indeed, be faithful in that 
which ia much ; but he that is unjust in the least, will be unjust also in 

The things which will be tried by this rule in the day of judgment, are 
our thoughts, our words, and our actions. These, then, let us examine 
beforehand, while yet there is time, and the means of grace still within our 
reach, by which we may be enabled to amend whatever we find amiss. And 
first let us speak of our actions or general conduct. We must remember 
that this rale is to guide ua in all things, and at all times. It is not only in 
the direct employments of religion that we are to seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, but in the every-day employments of the world. 
Nor is this rule to be applied only at particular times, as if it were reserved 
like a state dress for ffite and coil ar-d ays ; but in every day of our lives, and 
in all the employments of every day, we are to strive to hallow all, directly or 
indirectly, to our Maker's service, by "seeking first His kingdom," and 
" doing all to the glory of God." Any thing which falla short of this, falls 
short of Christianity. And it is not only the rule for all times, and all 
employmenlH ; but also tor all men, in all stations. For it is not the Clergy 
only who are bound to honour God in the lekole course of their lives, hat the 
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laity also ; and when it la sctid, ae it it Bometimea, that n kj'man may do 
what a clergyman may not, the thing is sjioken mthout due regard either to 
reason or revelation. For the renaon why any thing is so wrong in a clergy- 
man is, because it is contrary to what he teachee ; imd the reason why it is so 
wrong in a layman is, because it is contrary to what he is taught : and where 
is the diSerence between the two ? For in either case it is done against 
knowledge, and both are under the same obligations [the vows of baptism 
and conlirniation) to renounce the aame things. 

RemembeE^ therefore, in whatever station God may have placed you, the 
principle which is to influence your whole life is this, to " geek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness." Now how far, up to Ihs present 
time, has your conduct been thus influenced f Are you willing to inquire ? 
It is probable that in this congregation there are none of the lowest ststiona 
in life ; but there are middling, and high, and iha highest of earthly ranks, 
and of various employmeota and pursuits. Let us make the inquiry in one 
or two cases, which may serve for the rest. 

Are there any engaged in trade and commerce I Do they conduct their 
trade and commerce according to this rule of seeking Jirst the kingdom of 
God ? If the answer is, who ever thought of seeking the kingdom of God 
in trade i Such an answer would only show how very far the conduct and 
opinions of whole masses of people in a Christian country may be removed 
from the very flrst principles of Christianity. Each individual, undoubtedly, 
may so conduct his trade (and I do not wish to be understood as speaking 
only of those whool we cdl tradesmen, but of all who have any regular 
employment,) as in it either to seek or neglect the kingdom of God. 1. In 
the means which he makes use of to promote his trade or employment, 
which may be in strict accordance with his duty to God and to his neigh- 
hour, or contrary to it. 2. In the eagerness with which he pursues it, which 
may he consistent, or inconsistent, with the care of hia soul. 3. In the 
Spirit which he carries with him, being envious of another's success, or 
rejoicing at it ; puSed up with hia otvn prosperity, or moderate with it ; fret- 
ful under disappointments, or patient under them. 4. In the reference 
which he makes to God at all times : if things go well, being careful to ren- 
der praise to God, both by the expression of the lipe, and by letting othera 
share in (iod'a bounty to himself ; or if things go ill, slili owning his Father's 
hand, — "the Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away: blessed be the 
name of the Lord." This is what distinguishes a Christian from a heathen 
merchant ; — have yoa these marks of distinction i This is how the kingdom 
of God may he sought in trade and commerce ; — have jrou thus sought it f 

Let us turn to higher stations. There are those whom God has made 
legislators, and given them opportunity to seek His kingdom in this cha- 
racter ; and the welfare and happiness of millions of their fellow-creatmva . 
depend upon their doing so. These may have a regard to the honour of God 
in all the laws which they pass, and then that which they do the Lord will 
Slake it to prosper, " for the throne is established by righteous 
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they may put all such thoughta out of the account, and their own and the 
nation's ruin will speedily attest the truth of what Solomon bae said, " then 
is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor irounsel against the Lord '." If Chris- 
tianity be any thinff better than a name, there should be some difference between 
Christian and heathen legislators. Letthelegislatorsorthiscountrybe on their 
guard, lest tbe difference be against them, lest the heathen legislators of Rome 
and Athens rise up in the judgment with them, and condemn them. For they 
gave protection, and showed favour and honour, to the ministers and temples 
of their gods, which were but wood and stone. Surely our God is greater 
than theirs, and his miniBters at least as worthy of support as the magiciaua 
and soothsayers of paganism. Shall I apply this rule to a higher station 
yet .' " God is no respecter of persons," nor does He permit His ministers 
to be. Therefore let it be said, that they who occupy the highest places of 
the earth have, of all others, most need to place this rule before them, and in 
all their thoughts, words, and works, to " seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righleouBneas :" most need as concerns both themselves and others ; 
as concerns themselves, because " to whom much is given, of him will much 
be required " ;" as concerns others, by tbe force of example, for " a city that 

Thus much may suffice for actions, or general conduct. 

Let us consider our words. In these also we may seek, or we may neglect, 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness; "for by thy words thou shall be 
justified, and by thy words thou shall be condemned '." Tbe Master whom 
we serve has given us this order, " Swear not at all*." Is this order obeyed? 
The Holy Spirit has left this direction, " Let no corrupt comroumcation 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying '." 
Is this direction attended to ? Have you been careful, and prayed God, — 
"Set a watch, OLord, before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips''," that 
DO expression might escape them offensive to the God of purity ! or, have yuu 
employed the gift of speech to dishonour Him who gave it ! and let a foul 
month utter the pollutions of a filthy heart ? Have you given vent to oaths, 
such a£ make the listening angels shudder? to those evil whispers which 
crimson the cheek of modesty .' or to those hateful words which make good 
men stand aghast ? 

Perhaps there is the lees need to prese this point in the matter of swearing, 
because, by common consent, it seems banished to the outskirts of society; 
80 that it is nut hkely to be found, except with those who, either think them- 
selves above, or are certainly sunk below, the opinion of mankind. For 
many men will turn away from a habit which the world denounces as 
ungentlemanly, who would have been at little pains Ui forsake it because 
God called it sinful. From which we may observe, by the way, that forsaking 
such sins as the world decries, i« no proof that a man is a Christian : for if 
he only forsakes them to please the world, he may be free from them all hie 
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ind yet be as far from God as if he had committed tliera. The inquiry at 
the great daj' will not be sin b^ sin, but by men's love to God ^ : has that been 
with all the heart i Did they seek first the kingdom of God I Waa it the 
eki^ aim and desire of their aouLi, ao to live that they might ples<e Hita } 

Consider, now, how the case stands with regard to the thougbts, Wben> 
Burrounded by friends and acquaintance, in the hours of ease and relaxation, 
in the midst of pleasure and enjoyment, the thoughts of Him from whom 
must come every thing you have, value, or hope for ; when the thoughts of 
God and of Hie goodness, of Christ ami His salvation, have crossed your 
minds, has the remembrance been welcome or unweleome i Have you 
repelled the thought with the chilling answer, " Go, and come again, and 
to-morrow I will" attend to thee ! Has the thought of Him, who died upion 
the cross far your salvation, been Irknome, and checked your pleasure and 
enjoyment? Then one of these things moat be true — Either you have 
formed mistaken notions concerning God, or else there waK sin in tliat 
pleasure, there was guilt in that enjoyment i or, if not in the enjoyment 
itself, yet, at all events, in the immoderate degree in which you would 
indulge it. It ia a falsa and foul calumny to say that true religion will ever 
damp the happinesi of any human being. Say, will the remembrance of a 
Father's love check a son's enjoyment of any delight which a safe conscience 
may permit him f Will the recollection of the protection of our first-bom 
brother (so the Son of God deigns to permit us to call Him] make our hearti 
sad? Surely not. Whose brow ia so calm, as his whose mind is at peace 
with God ? WhasG hearts so light, sb theirs who have the " love of God shed 
abroad in them by His Spirit, which He has given us I'' llie happiness of 
others is dependent upon circumstances; thehappinesaof these, independent, 
and above all circumstances, resting in Him who knows no change, but " is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." It is only when a man will not, 
or dare not, serve Him faithfully, whom He had sworn to serve, that the 
thought of Him is unwelcome. Then, indeed, the eye which is ever upon 
him day and night, the ear which is ever open to note each idle word, may, — 
nay, they needs must, — till his mind with apprehension, from which he 
vainly hopes to escape, by driwng the remembrance from him. But will a 
man be mare within the reach of peace, who has once more turned away 
from Him who alone can speak peace? Will he be nearer heaven, because 
he has drawn his foot one step back from the road that leads there i Surely, 
reason itself may teach ns, that auch a man's wisdom, and safety, and peace, 
and happiness, consist in obeying the Christian rule, in " seeking first the 
kingdom of God :" and letting his very recreations be hallowed by the 
thoughts of Him, who does not wish to see His children vith grave faces 
and sad hearts, but merely to restrain their pleasures and enjoyments within 
such reasonable limits as may best conduce to His honour, and the welfare 
of their souls and bodies. 

Lastly, Consider bow far, in the employment of those worldly goods 
wherewith God has enriched you, you have sought first the kingdom of God. 

• Mm. ixii. 37. 
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I am speaking in the presence of many great, and ricb, and noble, accordia 
to this world, and, I trust, according to the next also. But have the^r 1 
considered this, that the ricbea which they have from God nre not Iheir omt, 
but His I That they are but entrusted unto you, as unto stewards, who 
must render an account hereafter tu Him from whom they came, for the 
manner in which you have employed them T Will any deny that this is so i 
1 will not slop to argue with him. He who can think that the child who 
came into the world, with no thought of his own as to his station, and as 
naked as that of the poorest peasant, is not indebted to God for all he has, is 
beyond the reach of argument. But if it came from God, then to God must 
an account be given of it : He who gave all, will demand how all has been 
spent ? Have you thought upon that question ! and considered the answer 
that must be given i Consider, that if God bad called upon you to spend 
all that He has given you in His immediate service, all must have been/ortk- 
commg. He did demand it of one man', and because hie heart clung to his 
earthly riches, and he could not bring himself to part with all, for the sake, 
and in the faith of Christ, you know the words which fell from our Master's 
lips, " How hardly Khali they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
heaven 1" I am not concerned to state that He makes the same demand of 
all, though all will do well to have that passage in remembrance. 1 suppose 
that if St. Paul's direction is attended to, and a conscience made of the 
disposal of the rest, such a fulfilment of the tnist may find acceptance at our 
Father's bands, through Hun who died for us. What then are St. Paul's 
words, in which be directs Christian Ministers to fulfil their duty, by giving 
advice on this behalf? He addresses the IJishop or Apostle of Ephesua in 
these words : "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain ricbes, but in the living God, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, glad to communicate, laying up ii 
themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay I 
hold on eternal life '." This Is the rule which the Scriptures give for the 
rich, — has this been jour rule ? Perhaps it will be well n 
matter of course, the flattering answer which our deceitful hearts would 
naturally return to this question : but ti 
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have been used in supplying our Saviour's wants (for the wants of his people 
He considers His own,) has not been so employed, how has it been spent ! 
Has it been squandered upon the vanities of this world i lavished upon 
things which the moth ^ and worms are eating, whde they look most proudly i 
on things which rust and canker are corroding, even while ihey shine the 
brightest f "This wisdom descendeth not from above, bnt is earthly, 
sensual, devilish <." Or is it worse than this i Have the sums which might J 
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have relieved the aDIIcted, nnd made the widow's heart slag witb joy, and 
the fainting children lo hless thu tiiver at all Good, been euiployed in 
oppressing the poor 1 in turning away the needy ' from his right ? ia showiag 
how earthly power may for a time triumph against truth and justice, and 
make his heart sad, who has none hut God to help him i Nay, God forbid 
that any here should plead guilty to «uch a charge; "for their Redeemer ia 
mighty," the Lord of Hosts ia his name'. But, once more, have the riches 
which might have honoured God, and done good to men, to the giver and 
receiver, been spent in sinful pleasures and pursuits i in corrupting others I 
in paying the price for which the guilty sell their souls and bodies^ in 
bringing sin, and so a curse, upon the nation ! And will such men atill 
dare to call God their Mauter? Faithless, faithless servants must they be, 
who spend their Master's money to the ruin of his people, and in the service 
of his enemy 1 1 will not pursue these observations. There is. however, 
one point so intimately connecteij with the direct employment of this world's 
goods in seeking the kingdom of God, and one which, under existing 
circumstances, so loudly calls for remark, that 1 may not pass it unnoticed. 

Cast your eyes over the surface of the globe, and remember Jehoyah'a 
wordti, "the earth shall be full of the knovvledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea'." Tliink when the kingdom of God will come, when " the 
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ"," when the leaven which was put into the meal shall have leavened 
the whole lump ', But how httle of this has yet been accomplished ! Can 
human ud arail to promote it i Yes, aurely ; for " how shall they believe, 
except they hear, and how shall they hear without a preacher ' ?" But why 
then do not preachers gof are there none ready to labour in their Master's 
service ? Tens and hundreds are desirous to engage in this, which they count 
the most honourable of all employments. But why then do they not go I 
Can a man liad bread in the wilderness I can he Hnd shelter in the desert I 
ijurely "the labourer is worthy of his hireV' and "so hath the Lord 
ordained, that they which preach the Gospel, should \We of the Gospel*." 
Why, then, it will again be asked, do not those support them to whom they 
gof The thing is impossible. Take the case of our North American 
colonies. The men for whom spiritual aid is there wanted, have left their 
fathers' land because they could not support themselves; and are earning a 
bare subsistence, at remote distances, among the wilds of the forest. It is 
impossible that such as these can afford means of even the very poorest 
support for their Teachers. But shall then these children of Christ be left 
to perish in the wilderness i without hearing the Gospel of Peace i without 
admission to the covenant of grace? without the rites of Christianity? 
Great and rich in this world, the answer must come from you. Ye who, at 
God's high altar, have dedicated to<Him yourselves, your souls, and bodies, 
is for you to say. If you, out of the abundance which God has given 
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you, will give freely back to Him ajfain for the increase of his kingdom, th^ 
Sun of lligkteousnefiB shall yet arise in tiioee places, and make the wilder-1 
ness to bloBBom as n garden, and our God will repay it back sevenfold into 
your boaoma. But if you will not, I Bay not that the work will be stopped ; 
for it is "God'a work, and who can let it ' f" but you will be deprived of your 
share of the rich reward, and wilUbave refused to eeek first the kingdom of 
God. J 

Bear with me while I state some ground for this appeal. With a view to I 
make some provision for the spiritual wants of our fellow- subjects in thoss ■! 
waste places, king WiUiam 111. encouraged by Royal Charter the Society for ' 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, which is in immediate 
connexion with our Church, being under the Presidentship of all our 
venerable Prelates. For one hundred and thirty years has tliis Society 
fulfilled the purpose for which that gracious King instituted it. All the 
instruction in true and sound religion which the United States received 
before their separation from us, and all that our North American colimies 
have received, has been through the agency and instrumentahty of this 
Society. The Government of this country has formerly assisted the work 
with a grant of 16,0001. It was not much to be sure: leas than a three 
hundredth part of one-tenth of the national revenue was not mueh to render 
back to God, for the sake of extending his kingdom upon earth. The i 
portion of maintenance which could be allowed out of il 
was so small, that few among you would have offered it 
Still the men who had fallen back upon old Jacob's i 
give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, then shall the Lord be my God '," 
were content and cheerful to serve; and, on the strength of this support, 
have embarked themselves and families in the undertaking. But now this 
small pittance is to be withdrawn ; and they who were content to feed on 
bread and water in the n-ilderness, if so they might do good service to our ■ 
Lord, and save the souls of our fellow-subjects, arc to have this bread arul I 
water taken from them ! and to be left to utter destitution. * 

It is very true that necessity knows no law j but surely it must be a 
mistaken view of God's government of the affairs of this world, to think 
that any gain will accrue to a nation, or to individuals, by withdrawing the 
small pittance set apart for the maintenance of his ministers. 

I will Bay no more : but when my fellow-servants in the Gospel of Christ 
are in danger of starving, and the cause of Christianity exposed to rebuke, 
I trust it will be allowed that I, as their fellow minister, am not stepping 
beyond the line of my duty, in bringing the case nnder the knowledge of 
those who, if they will, can do much to avert such a calamity. . 

It is true, indeed, that it has been declared by one of our legislators, that I 
all reference to Almighty God, in acts of legislation, is " cant and humbug ;" 1 
but I am sure that horrid blasphemy found no echo in any Christian bosom; 1 
and it does not much signify to us, my Christian brethren, what the eons of 1 
Belial say concerning us, or concerning our God. And when in the course | 
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uf Ihia Bermon I had occasion to n-am tlie professeilly Christian legrslaturs 
land, that they do nut fall behind the nncient heathen)^, in the respect 

id attention which they pay to the worship and miniaters of Him whom 
they acknowledge for their God ; think not that 1 «aid this because I fear 
that any power or combination of men can slay the progresB, or check the 
triumph of the Church of Christ. No ; God forbid I All His promiBea 
must fail before that can be. The Church may use the language of the 
Psalmist, " When my father and mother forsake me, the Lord lakeLh 
me up '." 

Oppression cannot injure the Church of God. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
by the advice of the wUy Magi, tried that in the case of the children ol 
Israel, and it is written, " the more he afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and grew." But let not that he forgotten which is added ; " the children 
of Israel sighed by reason of their bondage")" and "their cry came up 
unto God," And was it heard in vain f Oh, no 1 It may please God for & 
time to Buffer us to be oppressed, and praised be His name, for thinking us 
worthy of it ! But when the dark strife is over, will not our pecans he again 
heard ! will not the glorious sliout again rend the sky i 

" Sound the luud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea, 
Jehnvfth hue triunijifa'd, his people sre Ave." 

Do not think tliat God will dceert the Church which his own Son has 
founded. What is His language to her? " Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compaBBion on the son of her womh? Yea, 
they may forget ; yet will I not forget thee '." No, no ; " when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh'," 'I'he Church of Christ cannot suffer; her ministers 
may be permitted to sufi'er, and to glorify God by suffering patiently ; but 
llie Church cannot be injured. The gates of hell cannot prevail against her ' j 
her strength is made perfect in weakness ' ; for when she is weak, theu is she 
strong : when none but God befriend her, then the Lord himself takes up 
her cause, a mighty God and terrible. It is not for her sake that I speak, 
but to warn them who are joined for her destruction, that, If they will not 
lionour God by lionouniig her, God will be honoured in them by their 
discomfiture and overthrow. 

U the tone of tbe discourse unusual > When the house is on fire, the 
watchman will raise his voice above the dull monotony with which, in times 
of safety, he sings the passing hour. And if the time is come, that judgment 
must begin at the house of God \ should not the spiriiual watchman blow 
the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm * upon the lioly mountain, and bid 
the inhabitants of the land tremble, for that the day of the Lord cometh, and 
is nigh at bandj 1 know not what the wishes of men may be, but I know 
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thus hath He spoken to each. " Son of man, I have set thee a watchman 
to the house of Israel, therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me ; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, hut his hlood will I 
require at thine hand *." 

No earthly considerations shall prevent me from delivering the message 
which tends to the honour of that Master " whose I am, and whom I " try 
to. *' serve V The smiles or frowns of the inhabitants of a world, which is 
even now crumbling under our feet, can have little effect upon those whose 
hearts are set on the next : 

" Brighter scenes we seek above. 
In the realms of peace aud love." 

** As we were allowed of God to be put in trust of the Gospel, even so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts ''," To Him 
let us commit our cause, that cause most dear to Him, the cause of the 
kingdom of our God, and of Jesus Christ his Son. 

To whom, &c. 

» Eph. xxxiii. 7, 8. « Acts xxvii. 23. ' 1 Thess. ii. 4. 



CHAPTER V. 



ONE OF THE SERMONS PREACHED AT HADLEI6H DURING THE CONFERENCE ^ 



Adversity the trial of Constancy. 

^ Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." — Matt. xxiv. 12, 13. 

In the chapter from which my text is taken, oar Saviour sets forth in forcible 
language the troubles, afflictions, and distresses, which should come upon 
the earth. His account was, in part, fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, when the curse was poured out upon the Jews, which they had impre- 
cated on themselves, when they shouted at our Lord's crucifixion, "His 
blood be on us and on our children." But the description which he has 
given was uttered in answer to a question of His disciples, '' What shall be 
the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world ? " And therefore, 
although by the expression, " end of the world," nothing more was some- 
times meant than the end of that Jewish dispensation ; and by our Lord's 
" coming," His coming to destroy Jerusalem ; yet, as there is another more 
awful coming still looked for, when He shall return in clouds of glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and another more fearful meaning of " end of 
the world," namely, that which St. Peter speaks of, when he says, " that the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ; the earth also, and all the works that are therein, shall be 
burned up^;" there can be little doubt, but that all that our Lord here says 
will receive its more complete fulfilment in the times preceding the coming of 
the day. of judgment. This chapter contains many things worthy our serious 
consideration ; for awful is the thought of those " begmnings of sorrows " 
which our Lord says shall then overspread the world : nation rising against 

1 This Sermon was not written for the Conference : only a sentence or two 
added at the end, on that occasion. 
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, pestilence, and earthijtiakes ; every thitif; in the natural 
world in confaBian ; and in the political also ; great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world ; when the cliain of society shall be 
broken, and the links which bind man to man no longer have force to restrain 

Among other thinga which He states, that which I have chosen for ray 
text Willi deserves our attention, — " Because Iniquity shall abound, the love 
of many shall wax cold." When he «ays the love of many shall wax cold. 
His words have a twofold meaning. For He speaks both of their love 
towards one another, and, more especially, of their love or regard to religion. 
The effect, or consequence, of all the tumults, and troubles, and confusion, 
of which he baa been telling us, will be, that " the love of mauy will wax 
cold." Such an effect is not peculiar to the troubles preceding the end of 
the world, but in all times of distress the same result follows : " the luve of 
many waxes cold ■" it is the natural effect. Indeed, afflictions, of whatever 
sort, we know are sent to try men, and they succeed in tbeir purpose ; they 
do try men, and prove them ; prove what they are made of, and what manner 
of men they are, both in their relations to God and towards men ; to use the 
expression of St, Paul, " the fire (of persecution or affliction) shall try every 
man's work, of what sort it is-'." And the consequence is, that many fail 
under the trial : " the love of many shall wax cold ;" nay, more, according to 
the words of the Greek, it is not only the love of many, but the love of Ihe 
many — of most, of the greater part of mankind, that fails and waxes cold in 
the hour of trial. And the reason is, because nothing at such times can pre- 
serve any man from tailing', but firm-rooted, high, and fixed principle ; and 
there are only few, comparatively, who are guided liy this. And this is true, 
as was just observed, in regard to men's conduct, both to God and towards 
one another. For no link to be depended upon can bind man lo man, but 
eii;her individual attachment, — as we read that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
with the soul of David, atad Jonathan loved him as his own soul, — or else 
the higher principle of Christian charity, which teaches us to love all men as 
ourselves, for Christ's sake, because they are the children of God. When 
these two principles are wanting, what a change is frequently to be observed 
in men's conduct towards one another, according to outward circumstancea ! 
Many a man, who, in times of prosperity, has fancied himself possessed of 
numerouB friends, finds himself, in time of adversity, deserted by all, or most. 
Hence the liaying, which 1.4 proverbial amongst us, that, "A friend in need 
is a friend indeed;" and so the wise Son of Sirach obsen'es, "A friend 
cannot be known in prosperity, and an enemy cannot be hidden in adversity. 
In the prosperity of a man, enemies will be grieved ; but in adversity, even ^ 
friend will depart. For a while he will abide with thee; but if thou begin to 
fall, he will not tarry. The same man is a friend for his own occasion, and 
will not abide in the day of thy trouble. If thou be brought low, be wiU be 
against thee, and will hide himself from thy face *." But when there is true 
principle, and true affection, adversity produces no change, — or, rather, it 

' I fur. iii. 13. * ILuulus. Kii. li,a. 
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■hoWH Btill more etroiigly tlie depth of the aRection; and tnany a man, in 
eucb BeasoQs, haa learned to value and think highly of those who before were 
little esteemed. For men's afiections, either towards God, or towards roan, 
may be compared to a Btream of water : the deep river makes less noise than 
the shallow hruok ; and they, frequently, make most pretenjioiia of aSectioD, 
who liave, in reahly, least to hoast of. And when men are not united to 
each other by the prindple of generous affection, or Chriatian feeling of 
brotherly kindnesH, but meiely by self-interest, the natural consequence of 
time of trouble is, that auch links are huiel asunder, and envy, and jealousy, 
and hatred, and evil passions, succeed in their room; as our Saviour says In 
the verse before the text, " Many shall he offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another." 

Let us now consider our Saviour's words in the tes:t, " the love of many 
ehali wax cold," with reference to men's love and zeal for religion ; to which, 
especially, they relate- I say especially, because much of the chapter shows 
that, in the time of which He is speaking, there will he a persecution of good 
men, — a persecution of those who not only profess to be the followers of 
Jesus Christ, but endeavour, in Iruth and sincerity, to walk according to their 
profession, ordering their lives according to the rules which Christ has given ; 
and thus drawing upon themselves the hatred of thoiie who are unwilling to 
do the same, and who feel themselves condemned by the others' better coa- 
duct. For it is of the sufferings of true Christians that our Lord is speaking, 
when He says, " they shall deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you { 
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake ;" and it ia as a con- 
sequence of these persecutions that He adds, " because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold.'' 

This is the general, nay, the constant, effect of a time of trouble and per- 
secution upon the professors of religion. It puts the sincerity of their 
religion to the test t and those who are not sincere, of course, fail in the day 
nf trial. And so our Lord, at another time, in mentioning the different 
classes of persons who derive no benefit from religious instruction, speaks of 
some, "who for a while believe, but in time of temptation fall away^." 
Nothing but a firm and well-grounded faith and conviction in matters of 
religion will enable a man to stand in the evil day ; when this is wanting, hia 
religious sentiments are not to be depended upon. For sk we have seen tbat, 
in the relations between man andman, there are in the world numbers of what 
may be called fair-weather friends, who, like the insects, huKz and glow in the 
sunshine, and disappear when storms are abroail ; so, in the relations between 
man and God, there are numbers who may be called fair-weather Christians, 
whose xeal for religion only lasts till it is put to the proof, and then vaniehea 
away. And this our te.tt tells ua is true, not of many, but of most ) the love 
of the many (e. g. of the generality of men] shali wax cold. 

Consider by what a variety of different motions those are led who, in a 
Christian country, profess the Christian religion. Some do it because their 
fathers did so before them, and they have no other reason; these are 
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Christians by inlieritance. Some because tbey see olhera around ihem pro- 
fewing it, and they like to be in the faahiun, and to do as others do; these 
are Christiana by custom. Some because their aupetiora, and tbey from 
whom Ihey look to receive some benelit, do, and they are afruid of losing 
their favour if Ihey do not ; these are Christians through fear of men. Some 
because they have inquired into, or been instructed in, the matter, and are 
convinced of the trutb and certainty of God's declarations : who, believing all 
God's goodness towards them— love Him as their Father and their Friend, 
their Saviour and Protector ; and, believing all His power, fear to offend 
Uiro, who can destroy both body and soul in Uell ; these are Chrisliana in 
apuit and in truth. Now, it is only such a flrm and heartfelt convictiou of 
God's truth, such a deep and real fear and love of Him, that will make any 
man to lire according to his religion. It is only this which can enable a man 
to resist those daily temptations to sin, of one kind or another, to which we 
are always exposed ; only this which shall enable him to stand upright and 
true, in the still more grievous trials of persecution and aflliction with which, 
from time to time, God's servants must expect to be proved. For it is only 
those who, by conviction, have really learned to know the value of their 
precious souls : and bow far the next world, which will last for ever, exceeds 
this, which is about soon to be destroyed ; it is only those who are willing to 
be at cost and pains in their Master's service here, in hopes to be blessed by 
Him hereafter ; and can choose rather to suffer, if it be the u'lU of God, for a 
time, in company of the faithful few, than to avoid suffering, by denying or 
betraying their Saviour ; it is only these who can abide the test, and not fail 
when put to the proof. So the noble martyr, St. Paul, asks, " Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse- 
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword'?" Surely not, No 
earthly con aide rations can avail to separate from Christ the man whose hopes 
are liKed in Heaven, and whose heart is filled with the love of his Saviour, 
God, and Friend. But it is only such that can retndn unmoved in the day 
of trial ; and because most men are Christians, — not by heartfelt conviction, 
hut, as we have seen, by inheritance, from custom, or out of fear of men, — 
therefore it is, that when iniquity abounds, the love of the many waxes 

Now hence you may understand the wisdom and charity of our Church, 
in BO frequently imploring God to remove from us, and preserve us from 
persecutions and afflictions ; as in the Collect for Evening Service we are 
taught to pray, " that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, 
may pass our lime in rest and qttieiness." And again, in the Litany, " that 
we Thy servants, being hurt by no persecutions, may evermore give thanks 
unto Tbee in 'I'hy holy Church;" in which the Church imitates our blessed 
Saviour's example, who has taught us daily to pray, " lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil." For although faithful men come out 
of adversity, like guM out of the fire, of greater worth than before ; yet in 
the stormy sea of persecution, many a frail person makes shipwreck of his 

> Rum. viii, 35, 
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faith, who, aniier more favourable circumetaocea, and id qaiet times, might 
have arrived safely at ibe desired haven. — " Because iniquity shall ubounil, 
the love of maoy shall wax cold." 

Let us now consider the profit which we are to derive from Iheee tronside- 
ntions. As we learn from our text, that the elfect of troublous times and 
days of persecution is to overthrow the. failh of thoite whose hearts are not 
firmly established, by inward conviction, in the love of God ; and that no 
principle but the heartfelt love and fear of Him can make a man to stand in 
the edl day, let us, in common prudence, make use of the time of peace 
while it lasts, and, by prayer to God, by the study of His Holy Word, by the 
practice of holiness, and obedience to His laws, and by attendance on His 
ordinances, let us strive to have our hearts grounded and settled in otu- 
Christian faith, "rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith, as 
we have been taught';" that so, when the time of trouble and jiersecution 
shall arise, we may not then have to seek and ask, why we ahouid continue 
etedfast in the faith J but may be able, hke our blessed Lord, to witness a 
good confession. 

It is for this reason that we endeavour to press upon all committed to our 
charge, — but especially upon the tender minds of the young-, by catechetical 
instruction, — the reason and grounds of our faith; that when scoffing infidels 
shall tell them, that the book of God's Word is a cunningly-devised fable, 
they may be able to answer, that they "know whom they have believed*," 
and feel in their hearts that the Gospel of Christ is indeed the itower of God 
tinto BEdvation. 

You will perceive, that I have spoken of times of trouble, as if they were 
certainly coming. Wlien things ore plainly written, he may run that read- 
eth; and, in truth, a man must needs shut his eyes who does not, in the 
signs of the times, see much reason to fear that troubles are at hand. Are 
not all men's minds unsettled, and ill at ease ? men betraying one another, 
and hating one another. All the signs and tokens of evil which marked the 
days when good King Charles was put to death, are gathering around, and 
showing themselves agiiin. God keep our nation from a repetition of such 
ein and misery I But, brethren, it behoves us to prepare for it. Already, 
indeed, as far as words go, the persecution is begun ; and, as in all times of 
trouble, tlie first mark at which evil men aim, has always been the ministers 
of religion, so it is now. The ministers of religion are openly reviled and 
abused, for no other reason but because they are the ministers of reUgion, 
and endeavour, in the discharge of their duty, by the ministry of God's Word, 
to stem the torrent of infidelity and confoeion, which is bringing misery upon 
all around them. The pro[>erty which the piety of former days gave to suji- 
port the clergy, and by means of which the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them without charge, is the object of men's covetousness. Nor let it be 
Bupposed that this hatred of order will long be confined to words. Too soon, 
1 fear, many of us may he called upon to put in practice those lessons which 
the Scriptures teach, of how to sufi'er persecution. God's will be done in all 

' Col. ii. 7- ' 3Tim.i. 13. 
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things ! and if it be His will that we suffer affliction and evil treatment^ for 
our stedfast adherence to His cause, may He give us grace to bear it as His 
servants should do ; " not rendering evil for evil, nor railing for railing ; 
but contrariwise blessing ^" forgiving, and praying for, those who injure us. 
Then, though iniquity may abound, though the love of many may wax cold, 
may we be enabled, by God's grace, to hold the beginning of our confidence 
firm unto the end. 

And in the midst of all this^ what shall be our consolation? Why, 
brethren, what higher consolation and encouragement can we look for, than 
that which our text affords, — " He that shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved ? " Let this encourage all whom it shall please God to call 
upon to suffer, to suffer in meekness, patience, and constancy. " He that 
shall endure unto the end." Yes, brethren, remember these words; and 
whether it be God's will that we should serve Him, as heretofore, in peace 
and quietness, or whether it seem good to Him to try us in the fiery trial of 
suffering and of evil, let us remember, that in neither case will it be enough 
to have begun our course well ; we must, by His help, be enabled to continue 
it to the end, that we may be saved in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I stand where the martyr, Rowland Taylor, stood ^. May God in His 
mercy give grace to the clergy of this day to follow his example, and, if need 
be, to testify for the truth, even unto the death ! 

And how shall we continue aright ? Why, only by His help, who suffers 
the evil, or the temptation, to come upon us. That help will not fail us, if 
we seek for it aright ; and, with it, we may become " more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us ^." For so are the 
words of promise : " God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above what ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it ^." And I believe God's promise, that 
it shall be even as He hath said, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Now, to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, three Persons in 
one God, let us ascribe all honour, might, majesty, and dominion, henceforth 
and for ever. Amen. 

9 1 Pet. iii. 9. 

1 Alluding to the pulpit in Hadleigh church : the same which was in use in the 
days of the Marian Persecution, during which Rowland Taylor, Rector of Had- 
leigh, was burned alive, a little way outside the town of Hadleigh. 

» Rom. viii. 37. * 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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TW Aeemmi ^ tkt Ckmrtkmms 

At the Confiefence, as has heen winadj atited^ ** The ChnrdiiBui'a M anuai ^ 
uoderwent reriaoo, and aome important nggestioDa wen made bj Mr. 
Fitmde. P^ffticnlarlj, he procured the inaatioa of die i^oeatMm and Answer 
(numbered SI in the last edition), embodTinfj^ die nde dt Comdommimibms, 
put forth bj the Reformers of the Chorch of Enghnd, in 1571 . 

Soon after the meeting, appGcation for adTice, in rcgmrd to the Tract, was 
made to the Venerable Primna of the Scottish Church, Dr. Gleig^ Bishop of 
Brechin, which he most kindly answered. His letter u dated Stirling^ 
August 13th, 1833. 



M 



Hox. A^n> Rbt. Sis, 



In your letter to me of the 31st of July, you mention an undertaking in 
which some of your sealous men are engi^g^ed, in framing a Supplementary 

Catechism on the Church ProbaUy he (Bishop Walker) thinks 

as I do, that such a Catechism, judiciously framed on piimitiTe principles, 
would be a very valuable work ; but that, in the present temper .... 
we cannot reasonably look for such a work, published by tmikority. Such a 
Catechism, however, may be very useful to individual deigymen, though 
published by no synodical, or even diocesan, authority. 



But all this b of little consequence in comparison of your proposed Cate- 
chism, of which I shall be glad to receive one or two of those copies which 
you wish to circulate among those whose opinions you should be bound to 
value. 

Be assured that do man is more sincerely and affectionately yours than, 

" My dear Sir, 
** Your faithful Friend and Brother, 

*' George Glbig." 

After Bishop Gleig had received the copies of which he speaks in the 
foregoing letter, he wrote again upon the subject the following judicious 
suggestions. 



[ TIIK UISHOI 



'■ Ho! 



'■ Slirling, Seplernber 1 



e read with great allention, and with entire approbation 
cipleB, your intended Supplementttry Catechism ; but I have my doubt* of 
the propriety of pnbhahing it in its present form. What right, it will be 
asked, have a few presbyters of the Church of England, to dedicate to aU 
the Orthodox and Catholic Cliurchex throughout the world, a CatechiEm 
Bupiilementary to the authorized Catechism of the EDgltah Church, be an 
eSbrt every where necessary to promote the cause of Christian truth i Are 
we to be tauyht our duty, and the truth aa it is in Jesus, will foreign Chris- 
tUna say, not by the Church of England, but by a few presbyters of that 
Church, who have no authority to teach publicly even the people committed 
to their pastoral care, but in subordiniition to their own Bishops, who, by the 
n of the Church, have each the care of his own diocese, but of 
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" In this age of levellmg, in Church na well as in State, I am really afraid 
tlut such a publication by mere presbyters, will give countenance to i 
opinion which Protestant Dissenters every where hold, and which, with u 
astonishment, I have lately discovered to have got into one of the dioceses of I 
this poor Church, that Bishops and presbyters are essentially of the soma 
order. Bishop Sandford and 1, some years ago, published a Supplementary 
Catechism for the use of our two dioceses, but we obtruded it on no one 
else, though it was purchased, and became unfful through the whole Church, 
I would, therefore, advise you to prevail with one or two of your Bishops to 
sanction this Catechism in their respccline dioceses, and then publish it, that J 
it might be purchased as ours was, and do as much good as if it were dedi- ] 
cated to all the Churches on earth. Our Catechism was thus addressed : — 

" ' To the Clergy of the Episcopal Communion of Edinburgh and Brechin. 

" ' A BRIEF explanation of the Catechism, calculated to exercise at once the ^ 
memory and the judgment of young persons previous to their confirmation 
by the Bishop, has long been a desideratum in the Scotch Episcopal Church ; 
and such an explanation we here offer to you, and to the several congrega- 
tions committed to your pastoral care. But as the capacities of youth are 
very unequal, we beg leave to say, that the most perfect summary of the kind 
that could be published, would still leave much to be done by the catechists ; 
and we implore the blessing of Almighty God upon all your endeavours to 
discharge conscientiously one of the most important duties of the Christian 

(Signed) " ' Geobob Gleio, LL.D. Bishop aitd Priiaas. 

" ' Danibl Sandford, D.D. Bishop, Edinburgh.' 



a health, I ever am, 

'■ Reverend and dear Sir, 
lur faithful Friend and afiectionate Brother, 



40 LETTEE FBOM THE BfSHOP OF ROSS AXD ARGYLE. 

The alteratkm wliidi Bishop Gkig suggested harmg been made, and 
coimntinicated to him, he wrote again, in a letter dated October 18, 1833, 
Miying, ^ The change which jon propose to make in the title of joinr Cate- 
chinn, will render it unexceptionable." 

Sobeeqoentljr to the publication of the Tract, I heard once more from 
reneraMe man, ae fcOowa i — 

" StirMag, March 8, 1834. 

** HoNOUftABLE, RbTEBEND, AND DeAR SiR, 



#«< 



The Mamud or Catechism (as jou call it) is an admirable performance ; 
and if properly drculated must, I thinki be productive of much good. I 
•hall take care to reconmaend it strongly to all the clergymen and laity under 
my episcopal superintendence ; and I trust that my colleagues will do the 
same thing under theirs* 

'* Your faithful Friend and Brother, 

" Gkoroe Glbio.'' 

Application was also made to the venerable Bishop of Ross and Argyle; 
and a copy of the Tract sent to him. He remarked upon it as follows : — 

" Priory, Pittenweem, July 19, 1833. 
'' Reverend and Dear Sir, 

• •••••••• 

'' After a reperusal of your admirable publication \ I concur in opinion with 
some valued friends, that it may admit of some title better calculated ad 
captandum ; for old children have fully as great an aversion to Catechisms as 
young children have. 

" Your Catechism may be of incalculable advantage, i^ot to the ill-incUned, 
for they wont read it, but to the ill-informed ; more especially to those who 
are members of the Church without knowing why. 



" Praying God to prosper your pious undertaking, I remain, with much 

esteem, 

" Reverend and dear Sir, 
** Your very faithful and obliged Servant and Brother, 

" David Low, 
" Episc. Rossen. et Ergalien." 

Subsequently to the publication of " The Manual," the Bishop wrote as 
follows, dated March 10, 1834. 

' Tlio rca<lor will <lo mo the charity to bear in mind, that even at this time tho 
Tract had received correction and emendation from Mr. Rose, Mr. Palmer, and 
Dr. Hook. 
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" The Catechism I think improved, both in form and in substance ; and 
I have sent a copy to each of my Gaelic presbyters, requesting their opinion 
whether, if translated into their vernacular language, it would not do much 
good in Ross and Argyle." 

The kindest encouragement was also received from the present Bishop of 
Glasgow, Dr. tlussell, then Dean of Edinburgh, which he communicated in a 
letter, dated Leith, September 13, 1833. 

Also from that saintlike and apostolic man. Bishop Jolly, the revered 
prelate of Moray. His letter^ characteristic of his unfeigned piety and 
humility, is subjoined. 

" Frazerburgh, September 26, 1833. 
" Honourable and 

Mt much honoured Reverend Sir, 

** Amidst the various infirmities of old age, with desire of devout submis- 
sion and thankfulness to God ! I cannot write as I desire to do ; yet I feel 
very f^uRibly the honour of your very condescending letter, which was 
transmitted to me from Edinburgh in the end of last week. The subject of 
it, and the sentiments which it imparts, meet the best and warmest wishes of 
my heart. Glorious is the truly Christian and Catholic design and desire 
which it holds out ; and which must attract and engage the heart and good- 
will of every true member of Christ, that daily prays * for the good estate of 
the Catholic Church, that all who profess,' &c. Melting to this purpose is 
the breath of our admirable Liturgy, which the Lord preserve from the 
poisonous breath and dangerous hands of its enemies ! 

** I am reading just now the admirably well-timed work of the deeply 
learned and worthy Mr. Palmer upon it, which shall tend, by God's blessing, 
as I hope and pray, to repress the arrogant attempts of those vain and 
ignorant men, who wish to weaken and ruinously deform it. It is a comfort 

to think of such men as Mr. Palmer, and many, many others, as I 

firmly trust there are, who will not lie hid when their Mother seems to be 
in danger. Lord defend ! 

" Your truly Catholic Catechism is in perfect accordance with our united 
supplications, adding to the wish of the heart the work of the hand. I have 
read it once and again ; and think (according to my weak and darkening 
judgment) every word of it just and proper, however much displeasing some 
of its expressions may be to those who stand most in need of its warning 
admonitions. Yet, authorized as we are to that purpose, we must, as 
charged on Sunday last ^, which this year was Ordination Sunday, speak 
and give warning, whether rebellious men will hear, or whether they will 
forbear ^ and not seduce by saying Peace, where there is none. The compass 
of matter which your good design embraces, will not allow enlargement upon 
particulars ; but so clear, as well as strong, is the language, that the thinking 
mind, by God's grace, will easily deduce the proper inferences. 

* 

* September 22d. Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. ' Ezek. ii. 5, 7. 
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" Upon the article of 4he Church, and the Apostolic SncceRBion, I would 
be iDclined to add, in m^ clumay manner, a few worda, such as theae, 
following the anavver (now numbered 16) ' from the Apoetles to the present 
Bishops i' — ' and can confidently apply to themselves the affirmation of St. 
Jerorae ; — What Aaron, hia aone, and the Levites, were in the Temple, the 
same do the Biehopa, Presbyters, and Deacons, claim for themselves in the 
Christian Church. All derived from the same and only source of grace and 
salvation conveyed by the ministry and means of His divine appointment, in 
the several stages of Hia Church, the mystical Body of Christ, from Adam 
to the end of the world.' But pay no regard to any words of mine. It la 
remarkable enough, 1 think, that in the same Epistle which hag yielded ao 
much controverwal writing, St. Jerome has left us words which, plain and 
clear, admit of no controversy, and bear with irresistible force against both 
Presbytery and Popery. I am inclined to think (but, again, my thought is 
of no consideration), that a few sentences prefixed from the amiably good 
Mr. Nelson's Book on the Church, her Feaata and Fasts, might tend, from 
a lay gentleman especially, to stir up attention to the very important subject, 
but too much overlooked, evfn by the clergy themselves. The saintly man 
thrre (Preface to his hook) gives his opinion, that in the hands of them to 
whom of right it belongs, it may be found advisable to add to the Catechism, 
' some questions concerning those who have the power of administering 
Sacraments,' &c., and closing with the divine words, ' tohtreby Ihey lie t'u wail 
to deceive.' 



" May I hope, as I beg, that I may have the charity of yoor prayers for 
our Lord's mercy in my behalf. Long may He presen-e and strengthen 
you with every blessing and comfort, to promote in the world the honour and 
glory of His name. 

" With the highest esteem, I have the honour to be, 
" Your most respectful, 

" and much obliged humble Servant, 
" Alejiander Jolly." 

The fiiahop'a second suggestion was adopted immediately; but the first, 
after much consideration, was laid aside i partly, because it would have made 
the answer inconveniently long; but, chiefly, because it seemed desirable, in 
aueh a work, to rest the doctrine on scriptural authority only. 

The opinion of tbia holy man aa to the tone to be observed in reli^oua 
controversy, is worthy of record. It is contwned in a letter dated Frazer- 
burgh, September f, 1829. 

" I do sadly lament the unchristian manner, so devoid of the primary 
requisites, meekness and humility, in which controversy has been too gene- 
rally conducted, and that with the Church of Rome in particular. The gross 
mifl-atatement* of its antagonists, with the virulence of their writings, have 
given great advantage to the Rominists. The truth we are commanded to 
speak in love; that we may grow up into Ilim who is the Head, and by His 
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influence be attracted to coalesce in unity of spirit by the bond of peace. 
Many are the pathetic prayers and supplications presented in the use of our 
excellent Liturgy, for such harmonious peace and unity among all who pro- 
fess and call themselves Christians." 

Thus, in the hour of our greatest danger, we found comfort and support 
from that tried branch of the Christian Church which, for one hundred and 
fifty years, has been cast out to moors and mountains, and endured persecu- 
tion, oppression, and neglect. The clear calm note of Christian confidence 
and hope, which sounded from the Bishops of the Scottish Church *, was 
Hke a voice from heaven, and we thanked God, and took courage. 

In the meanwhile, extended application for assistance in preparing ** The 
Manual " was made to English Divines, and the readiest co-operation and 
heartiest approval received from all to whom application was made, and in 
many instances accompanied with very valuable suggestions. 

I may mention (besides those connected with the ''conspiracy") among the 
laity, the late Sir James Allan Parke, and the venerable Joshua Watson, 
Esq. ; among the clergy, the late Rev. Thomas Sikes, Rector of Guils- 
borough; Rev. E. Churton, Rector of Crayke ; Rev. H. H. Norris, Rector 
of South Hackney ; the Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, Dr. Words- 
worth ; and Dr. Routh, President of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

When by these means all the care that human prudence seemed to suggest 
had been taken to render the little work unexceptionable, in the last place 
before its publication, it was laid before the Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
is also my own Diocesan, that no step might be left untaken, which a due 
regard to ecclesiastical principles and order might seem to require. Oppor- 
tunity was thus afforded to stay the publication, if such a step should seem 
desirable ; of pointing out objections, should any such present themselves ; 
and a wish was at the same time expressed, that, if it were possible, the 
work might receive some official sanction from His Grace, before it was given 
to the woild. 

In a kind letter from the Archbishop, dated Lambeth, January 14, 1834, 
no wish to stay the work was expressed, nor any objection pointed out or 
intimated, but compliance with the request for previous official sanction was 
declined on general grounds. 

Since its first publication the Tract has received, besides one or two verbal 
alterations, the insertion of Questions and Answers, 26, 27, and 60. All 
these were added at the recommendation of the Bishop of North Carolina, in 
1835; from whom I heard afterwards, in a letter dated Raleigh, January 2, 
1838, the following account : "The Manual has been extensively circulated 
in my diocese, with manifest advantage to the Truth as it is in Jesus.'* 



* From none more so than from the present Primus of that Church, the Right 
Rev. William Skinner, Bishop of Aberdeen, whose first two letters are dated 
July 27, 1833, and March 10, 1834. 



50 PUBLICATION OF THE MANUAL. 

Thus have I given, to the best of my power, the history of this little publi- 
cation, which embodies the suggestions of as numerous and valuable a body 
of theologians as, probably, were ever consulted about so small and simple a 
work. 



CHAPTER VII. 



The Churchman's Mantudj or, Questions omd Answers on the Church, on- 
Protestant and Romish Dissenters, and Sodnians. 

TO ALL ORTHODOX AND CATHOLIC BISHOPS, ESPBCIALLY TO THOSE OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, THIS LITTLE WORK IS HUMBLY AND RESPECTFULLY 

DEDICATED ^. 



Extract from the Prtface to the Festivals and Fasts of the Church of England, 

By Robert Nelson, Esq. 

" If ever a Convocation should think fit to revise the Catechism of the Church, 
to whose authority and judgment an affair of that nature ought entirely to he suh- 
mitted, it is possible they may find it necessary to add some questions concerning 
those who have the power of administering Sacraments, and how they receive such 
an authority, and what duties are owing by God's word to our spiritual guides.. 
Because such a sort of instruction, early instilled into tender minds, would he a 
means of keeping men stedfast to the communion of the Church, and of preserving 
them from falling into schisms, even in a state of persecution : from the possibility 
of which no human establishment can secure the Church of God, while she is 
militant here upon earth. And till this can be effected, it is to be wished the 
Reverend Clergy would more frequently instruct the people in such duties ; the 
want of which necessary knowledge makes the principles of Church Communion so 
little understood, that men are ' tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and crunning caftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive.' — Ephes. iv, 14." 



Questions and Answers on the Church. 

1. What is the ninth article of the Nicene creed ? 
A. "\ believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church.'' 

1 The dedication originally was to the Churches, not to the Bishops, and profes- 
sedly from some Presbyters of the Church of England. This was altered, to meet 
the objection of the Bishop of Brechin, mentioned above, p. 44. It then stood thus *. — 
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1 



5 be governed fty 



ine body," of 
Baptism, one 



2. What do you mean by tbe " Church f" 
A, The society beiooging to the Lord Christ'. 

3. Why do you call the Chnrch a society ? 
A. Because its members agree, as in other » 

4. Why is the Church called " one i" 
A. Becaui^e all the true branches of it together form 

which Christ is the head ; having " one Lord, one Faith, o 
God, and Father of all ^'■ 

5. What is the meaning of the word Catholic ! 
A. Universal, 

6. Why is the Church called CathoUc ? 

A. 1. Because it is imiversal in regard to time and apace'; being 
"a people" "taken onl" of all nations*, in all ages': 2. because it is 
universal in regard to doctrine 'j receiving and teaching " nil truth *." 

7. Why is the Church called Apostolic J 

A. Because it "continues in the Ajioslles' doctrine and fellowship'." 

B. What do you mean by continuing in the Apostles' doctrine ? 

A. Holding and teaching "the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints '," the pure and uncorrupCed doctrine which it has received from the 

S. What do you mean by continuing in the Apostles' fellowship 1 
A. Holding communion with the Apostles by duly administering and 
recdving the Saeramenta which ChrJBt committed to their care. 
10. What do you mean by the Sacraments being duly administered i 



" To the BiJwps of the Orthodox Catholie (ImnA, eepecially lo those in Gnat 
Brilajn and Ireland, this little work is humbly and respectfully dedioled [in Hit 
kofn (lot i! may be fimnd not unworthy of tArir aoutUenaneii and appruhatloii] ." The 
words at the eod, enclosed in brackets, were omitted at the snggestiDii of Mr. Wat- 
son and Dr. Wardsworth ; and " the Biahops of the Orthodox Cathohc Church," 
have been altered into "all Orthodox and Catholic Biahops," by the advice of 
Dr. South. 1 mention this, partly to illustrate the sort of castigatiun to vrftieh 
every Hsnteace of the Tract was subjected : and partly to show, that though the 
whole of the respoQaibility of the Tract rests on myself, whatever merit it may 
possess is to be ascribed to those whose jadictous eaggestions I was merely an 
inBtmment for recording. And further, 1 must say, that hardly any suggestion 
was either adopted, or finally rejected, hut with the advice aJid concurrence of 
some others of those, who so kindly gave their attention to the little work. 

' The word dnmh, or Hrk, is derived from the Greek word KyriuJie, which 
means, relating to the Lord. 

» Ephee. iv. *-G. 

* Thus it is disUnguUhed from the Jewish Church, which was confined to one 
nation, and of limited duration. 
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THE CHtrnCHM 



I A. That notbing be wanting that of neceBaity is requisite for the due cele- 
ition of them. 

31. What is neceflsary for the due celebration of them? 

A. That they be administered with the matter and in the moniwr appointed 

by our Lord : Baptism with water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost ^ and the Lord's Supper with bread and wine, conaecrated to become 

spiritually His body and blood *, by one commiBsioned by Bim for that pur- 

12. If our Lord has commissioned some persons for the discharge of these 
functions, is it not plain presumption for others not so commissioned to 
exercise the same office i 

A. Yes. 

13. Will Si. Peter's applying the term " royal priesthood '" to the whole 
body of Christians, warrant any in t^^tercising the ministerial office who have 
not been specially set apart for the purpose i 

A. No ; for they are the words which Moses ' applied to the whole people 
of Israel ; among whom the ministry was confined to the tribe of Levi ° ; and 
the priesthood to the family of Aaron ^ 

14. What Scripture warrant is there for saying that a commission ia 
necessary ? 

A. "I leilt take of them far priests and for Levites, saitb the Lord *." 
" Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His 
harvest '." " As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you ""." " How 
shall they preach, except they be sen("?" "Among the Gentiles in every 
place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering"." "No 
man taketh this honour unto himself, bat he that is called of God' V "Thou 
hast tried them which say they are Apostles, and are not "." 

15. Have the ministers of the Church of England received this commiS' 
sion ! and is the pure word of God preached, and the Sacraments duly 
administered in her according to Christ's ordinance? 

of the Church of England received this Com- 



A. Yes. 

IG, How h: 



e the 



A. They have received it from Christ, through the Apostlf 
, followed them in the same office, in an unbroken line of 
postles to the present Bishops, 
I 17. How has the Commission been conveyed f 

, By the laying on of the hands of the Apostles and their 
(. Who are the successors of the Apostles t 
A. The Chief Pastors in every place who have received the Apostolic 
Commission, i. e. that authority to govern the Churches and ordain Clsrgyi 
which our I,ord gave to the Apostles. 



• Matt, xicviii. 19 ; Epbes. v. 
^■i IPet. ii. B. 'EnDd-x 

i. kvi. 21. 'Matt, i: 



' Malt. X 
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ig. Do aU Christians coDtinue in the Apostlea' doctrine and fe1low«hi|) ? 

A. No. Some hold to the fellowship and depart from the doctriDe, cor- 
rupting it by alterations or additions : and eotat depart also from the fellow- 
ship, having lost the Apostolic Cominifiaion. 

30. What branches of the Church continue both in the doctrine and in the 
feUowship ? 

A. Those called Protestant Episcopal, in England, Ireland, Scotland, 
Sweden' , in the United States, and British North America, in the East and 
West Indies. 

31. What does the term Protestant imply ? 

A. lliat they have protested ag^nst the Romish errors and corraptions. 

23. What is meant by Episcopal i 

A. That they are under the governance of a duly authorized Chief Pastor 
(commonly called Bishop), who has two other orders of Clergy under him. 

23. Are all congregations, where the chief officer is called Bishop, Apos* 
tolic { 

A. No. tn some ca«es the Chief Pastors are called Bishops, but have not 
received the Apostolic Commission. 

2*. Aru all Apostolic Churches Episcopal t 

A. Yes. 

35- What will justify separation from a Church which has preserved this 
Apostolical snccession? 

A, Nothing but her requiring, as the condition of remaining in her com- 
munion, an BBsent to some douCriDe ot practice which is opposed to the truth 
of Scripture. 

26. What assistance has God provided for detErmining the true sense of 
Scripture i 

A. The witness in all ages of the universal Church, " which is the pillar 
and ground of the truth '^." 

27. How is that witness afforded } 

A. By the writings of the ancient Bishops, and the decrees of those coun- 
cils which have been nniversally received by the Church. 

2S. Does the Church of England require assent to any doctrine which ia 
opposed to the written word of God ? 

A. No. Few oven of those who separate from her, deny the troth of her 
doctrines. 

29. Is all her practice, — that is, her forms and ceremonies, — to be found in 
Scripture { 

A. No. 

30. By what authority, then, are they set forth '. 

A. By the authority of (hose to whom Christ has intrusted the spirituid 
government of the Church. 

' AjKiBtuUioit su(H»ssioti iu Swcduti is not wliull)' friv fruni duubt, lut ui&inbuiiud 
Viilh gnM irolubUity amuiig thunuclvea, and said U> hv n.-ciiguiiMd bjf tliu 
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I SI. Who are they I 
A, The Bishops or Apoatica, assisted by the Priests or Presbyters, 

32. Confirm this authority from Scripture. 
A. When dispute arose in the infant Church concerning the ei 

that were to be used, it was referred for decision to the Apostles and Elders. 
(See Acts ifv. 2. 4, 6. 22 1 xvi. 4.) And St Paul exprei^y mentions it as 
part of the commission given to Titus, Bishop of Crete, " that he should 
set in order the tliiiigs that were wanting '." 

33. What duties do the Scriptures teach us the people owe to their pastors 
in spiritual matters { 

A. 1. ObedieDce. " Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves : for they watch for your souls os they that must give account'." 

2. Love. " Esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake '," 

3. Mdntenance. "The workman is worthy of his meat^" "The Lord 
ordained that they which preach the Gospel, should live of the Gospel'." 

4. Prayer. " Brethren, pray for us "." 



On Dissenters. 

34. Are all the Christians in England members of the Church ! 
A. No. 

35. Are all the ChristiaDS in .England, who are not members of the Church, 
united in one body t 

A. No ; they are divided into a great variety of sects, but may all be classed 
under two heads. 

36. What are these f 

A. Protestant Dissenters, and Romish Dissenters. 



On Protetlml Dissenters. 

37. In what respect do all the Protestant Dissenters differ from the 
Church? 

A. Each sect has some point of difference peculiar to itself: but they all 
differ in this, namely, that their teachers can produce no commission from 
Christ to exercise the office of ministers of the Gospel. These have departed 
from the Apostles' fellowship. 

38. To whom did our Sai^our give this commission ? 
_A. To the Chief Pastors of the Church, who were called Apostles'. 



' 1 These, v. 13. 
heas. V. 25 ; 2 Tlicsa. Lu. I. 
i. 19 ; Juhox:!. 21. 



39. To whom d 
others ? 
A. To the name 



I He intrust the power of transmittiDg this authority 



Lhority to I 



40. Show this from Scripture. 

A. " As my Father haih sent me, even so send I you '." " I appoint unto 
you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed me °." 

41. To whom were these words spoken 1 
A. To the Chief Pastors only. 

42. Was this power always to remain in the Church ? 

A. " He gave some apostles, &c. for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying} of the body of Christ, tiU we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man *," &c. 

43. What promise did our Lord make to the Apostles respecting the con- 
tinuance of their commission ? 

A. " La, 1 am with you alway, even unto the end of the world '." 

44. To whom were these words spoken ? 

A. To the Chief Pastors, the Apostles, only. 

45. Whom did the Apostles appoint to he their successors in this 
matter i 

A. Chief Pastors afler them, who are now called Bishops. 

46. What Scripture warrant have you for this 1 

A. The Epistles of St. Paul to Timothy, Chief Pastor of Ephesus, ani] to 
Htus, Chief Pastor of Crete, show that he had intrusted to them the same 
authority for ordaining ministers and governing churches which he himself 
exercised as an Apostle. 

4?. How many orders of ministers were there in the Churches which the 
Apostles founded ? 

A. Three. For the Chief Pastors at Ephesus and Crete had two orders of 
Clergy under them. 

48. By whom were these orders instituted? 

A. The first hy our Loid, with a promise that it should continue even to 
the end of the world : the two otheris by the Holy Ghost, through the hands 
of Apostles. 

49. What orders are there now in the Church ? 
A. The same. 

50. By what names has the first order heen known ? 

A. Sometimes Apostles*, sometimes Angels ', now generally Bishops. 

51. By what names has the second order been known ? 

A, Sometimes Bishops ', sometimes Elders", or, in the Greek, Presbyters, 
which we have shortened into Priests. 

52. By what name has the third order been known? 
A. By that of "Deacon"' only. 



< Julin XX. 
' Matt. IS 
' I Tim. u 



' EphcB, 
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53. To wUeh of the three orders has ihe power of ordaining otliers been 
intruBted i 

A, It baa been conliDed to tbe first order. 

54. Has the second order been allowed no sbare in ordaining oihera ! 
A. Only CDOjoiatly with tbe first. 

55. Give an instance of thin from Scripture. 

A. We find frequent mention of the first order ordaining by theraselveB ' ! 
bnt tbe only instance (if it be allowed to be one) of tbe second order taking 
any part in that office, i« conjointly with the first. — Compare I Tim. iv. 14, 
with a Tim. i. 6. This method is still practised in the Church. 

56. Has ordination by Presbyters alone been ever allowed in the Church ? 
A. No warrant for it can be found in the New Testament ; and for the 

first 1500 years it was universally rejected and condemned. 

57. Did Calvin and the first founders of the Presbyterian government 
despise the Episcopal order ? 

A. No; Calvin' held those men worthy of an anathema who would not 
submit themselves to truly Christian Bishops, if such could be had. 

58. What advantage does the preservation of the Apoatohc Commission 
afibrd to the members of the Church ? 

A. They have a promise from God to bless the ministrations of their 
teachers : have an assurance that in the Sacrament of Baptism God seals His 
part of the covenant : and that in the Sacrament of the Eucharist He makes 
them partakers of the body and blood of Christ. 

59- Where tbe commission is wanting, is there tbe same assurance of tliese 
blessings i 

A. No. 

GO. Is success in making proselytes an evidence that men enjoy the Divine 
favour and blessing ? 

A. No : for the moat wicked impostors have sometimes had the greatest 
number of followers, as in the case of Mahomet ^ 

Si. Do we find in Scripture any instances of persons taking upon them* 
selves the office of the ministry without warrant from God ? 

A. Yes. Korah, Datban, and Abiram * : and Uzziah, Kin;; of Judah '', 

62. Did God show Himself displeased at their conduct ? 

A. Yea, in a fearful manner. Korah and his company were swallowed up 
alive In an earthquake; and Uzziahwas struck with leprosy. 

63. Ib it possible for persons, under the Christian dispensation, to be 
guilty of the sin for which Korah was punished ? 

A, St. Jude clearly shows that it is so; for he speaks of some in bis time 
who "perished in the gainsaying of Korah"," 

64. What does he mean by the gainsaying of KoriJi ! 

A. The despising and opposing God's commissioned servants, as Korah 
despised and opposed Aaron the minister of God '. 

' Acts xiv. 23 ; 1 Tim. v. 22 ; Tit i. 5. 
> Tmet. de Refarw. Ecde». 

f John V. 43. ' Num. xvi. ' 2 CLron, wvi. 

'Jude II. 'Num. xvi. U. 
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65. Do Bot unanthoiued teachers produce and condaae dinsions among 
Chtiatiaiis f 

Yea : instead of Chiisuans fonning " one body \" there ia an almoet 
infinite rariety of sects. 

66. Do the Scriptures teach us that thia is contrary to the will of God i 
A. St. Paul, writing in the Spirit of God, desires the Romans to " mark 

those who cause divisions and ofiences contrary to the doctrine they had 
learned, and to avoid them '." 

67. Does our Lord speak on the same subject l 

A. In His affecting prayer for all who should believe on Him, one of the 
chief petitions is, " that they all may Ite one '." 

6B. What is to be said of those who begin or continue any divisionB among 
Christians; 

A. Tliey are ranning themseives into sin and danger, by opposing the will 
of God, and the directions of the Holy Ghost. 

69. What is to be said of those who through idleness or curiosity join 
themselves to their congregations I 

A. They give countenance and encouragement to error, and thereby 
become "partakers in other men's sins." 

70. How should the members of the Church feel and act towards those 
who divide the body of Christians by their sects and unauthoriied teachers i 

A. They should be sorry for them, and pray God to forgive ihem, and 
bring them to a better mind : and be very careful that they do not themselves 
aSbrA any encouragement to the error : " not counting them as enemies, but 
admonishing them as brethren '." 



On Romish Dissenters, 

n. In what respect do the Romish Dissenters differ from the Church? 

A. In the corrupt additions which they have made to Catholic faith, and 
in the {ffactices arising therefrom. These have departed from the Apostles* 
doctrines '. 



• Epbea. iv. 4. « Bom. kvI l; ; 1 Cor. i. 19 ; xi. 18, 19. 
' John xvii. 21. ' 2 Theaa. iii. 16. 

* Lot it bo remembered, also, as an k'ulorical fact, that the Bishops and Priests 
of the Romish Clmreh, who Bchismatically exerciee their functiuoe in the British 
Islands, do Dot derive tlioir orders ftvm the ancient British, Irish, Scottish, or 
Anglo-Saxon Churches ; bnt ^m the CburchoB of Spain and Itolj. None of the 
Roman Bi^ops who were deprived at the ReformatJon, in either of the threo 
kingdoms, kept up any anccession. In Ireland the only represonlativo of the 
Church planted by St. Patrick is the orthodox Episcopal Church, by God's bleeainj[ 
settled there. In Great Britain, the British, Scottish, and Anglo-Saxon Churches 
are represented by the Epiocopal Churclies m England and Scotland ; the latler 
having rcveivod back again, after tho PreBbjterion interruption, that succesBiun 
which the narthfrn English Binhops originally received from her. 
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73. Why not i 
A. Because they will admit none to eonimunion who do not declare their 

KoleniQ asBent to doctrines which cannot be proved from Scri]ilur(i\ and 
which are productive of the most mischievouB conaequencea. 

74. Prove this. 

A, The Church of Rome requires all who communicate with her to believe, 
as necRjsuTy to salvation, — 

1st. That the man is accursed who does not kiss, and honour, and worship 
the holy images'. 

2nd. That the Virgin Mary and other Saints are to be prayed to ". 

3rd. That after consecration in the Lard's Supper, the bread is no longer 
bread, and the wine no longer wine '. 

4th. Tbat the clergyman should be excommunicated, who, in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, gives the cup to the people '. 

6th, That they are accursed who say that the clergy may marry ". 

* None can communicate with the Church of Rome who refuse assent to the 1 
Creed of Pope Pine IV. In that Creed there ia this passage t — •■ 1 nnhcailatingly 
poceivo and profeBa all other tilings which have been dalivored, defined, aod 
declared by the sacred canons and gentrai, eoHtuiU; and eBpeoialiy by the holy 
Bynod of Trent : and at the samo time 1, in like manner, condemn, reject, and 
snathematize oil things contrary thereanto ; and all heresies whatsoever which 
have been condemned, rejected, and analhemstizeil by the Chm^ ...... I promise, 

TOW, and Bwcar, most constantly, to hold and profess this true Catholic faith, oat uf 
icAW m man ran be gaved." The number of generrU councils to whose dwawes and 
anathemas an noheaitating assent is here said to be neceasary to salvation, is 1 
twenty. Three of these, to which reference is made in the following notes, are the 
second Nicene (A.D. 787), that of Constance (1415), and that of Trent (1545). 

' In the Acts ot the second Nieene Council it is written, — " The whole synod 
exclaimed. We kiss the hoDoiiraljle images ; let those be accursed that do not." 
" Lot anathema be on tlioac who do not salute the body and venerable images." 
■* The images are to bo adored, — i. r. they are to bo kiffiod and loved." Actio VII. 
Tha Council ot Trent, sess. 25, opeeiaUy confirmed the decrcoa of this second 
Nieeue Council ; and the Council of Trent is e^^iatty named in ibe Creed ot 

Phis IV. 

' See the Creed of Piua IV:" Likewise that the Saints reigning with Christ lire I 

to be invoked." \ 

' Canndl of Tront, Bten, XIII. c. 2 : " If any man sliall say that in the hcdy j 

sacroroent of the Eucharist there remains the subatance of braid and wine, let him ' 
l>e accupseil." 

■ Council of Constance, BCBB.Xni ; " The Holy Synod uhiffgcB all Bishops, that ' 
midec pain of oxcommuuieatton, they eHectually punish those who cauunuiucBte 
the people under both kinds, ot bread and wine ; and if they do not repent, they I 
are to be restnuned, aa heretics, by ecclesiastical censure, with the assiatanou, if ' 
need be, of the secular arm," — L e. to be liorued alive. 1 

■ Cone. Trent, stss. XXIV. e. 1» : "If any man sliall say that the clergy may 
contract marriages, or that such coLLtnic1« are vu.lid, let bim be nccunH'd." 1 
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6th. That there ia a purgatory ', that is, 
died in repentance are purified by eiifTering. 

7th. That the Church of Rome is the moi 
churches '. 

8tb. That obedience ia due from all churches to the Bishop of Rome '. 

9th. That they are accursed who deny that there are seven Sacra- 
ments *. 

75. What evil practices have resulted from any of these unfoanded doc- 

A. From the veneration of inia|;eH has sprung the actual worship of them, 
not only by the common people, but by their learned Bishops', who have 
never been condemned by the Church of Rome. 

The invocation of the Virgin and of other Saints has fpven rise to the 
grossest blasphemy and profaneness ". 

The bread in the Euchariiit has been worshipped as though itself were the 
eternal God '. 

From the doctrine of purgatory has come that of indulgences, and the 
practice of persons paying sums of money to the Romish Bishops and Clergy 
to release the souls of their friends from the fabulous lire of purgatory. 

76. In what light are we to regard the Church of Rome ? 

A. As an unsound and corrupt branch of the Catholic Church. 

77. What should be our conduct towards her 1 



' "I firmly holii that there is a purgatory." — Creed of Pius IV. 

I X I acknowledge the holy, C&tholic, and Apostolic Roman Giureh to be the 
mother and mistreaB of all Churches." — Creed of Pius I V. 

' I'l promise uid swear tme obedienee 10 the Komaji Poutiff, the successor of 
St, Peter, chief of the Aposlies, and the Vicar of Jeaua Chriet." — Ihid. 

* " If any moji shidl say that there are more or leas than seven Sacnunenta, — 
namely, fiaptiam, Confimution, the Eucliarist, PeiuiDce, Extreme UnctHin, Orden, 
Had MiLtrimony,~or that any one of these Is not truly and properly a Sacrament, 
let him be accuracd."— Cone. Trent, sess. VII, c 1. 

* JameB NaelaotinB, Bishop of Clugium, asserts that •' the same worHhip is to be 
paid to the image, which ia due to the person represented hy it." If, therefor^ il 
be un image of the Father, the highest Hpecies of divine warship is to be paid to it. 
— Expos, Epist. Rom. 

' "O sweat Lady, enlighten me with grace J" — Poor Man's MonuaL In the 
Psalter of onr Lady, by Cardinal Bonaventore, the paasages which David applied 
to God are applied to the Virgin Mary ; thus, Pealm cxxx. "Out of the deep have 
I called unto thee, Ladg ; Lady, hear my voice." Psalm ex. " The Lord said unto 
my Lady, Sit thou on my right hand."— See Psalter. B. M. V. Paris, 1612. In tho 
Encyclical of the present Pope Gregory, 1832, this paasage occurs ; — " That all 
may have a spccesstul anil happy issue, let us raise onr eyes to the blMsed Virgin 
Mary, who o/om- destroys heresies ; who is our greatest hope, — yea, Ae mCifv 
jroBBii (if our Aops." 

' It is to the actual brmd (bo called by St. Paul after cDUsecration) tliat 
Romish Church this prayer is oSered : " 1 adore thte, my Lord and .Saviour Jesus 
Christ, O pure body," &c. 
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A. To pray God to restore her to that soundness of faith and doctrine 
which St. Paul menlioae in his Epistle to the Roroans : " I thank God 
through JesQB Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world '." 



On the Sociniaas, or Umlarians. 

7S. Are there any persons, calling themselves ChriBtiana, who deny the 
great doccrinea of Christianity ? 

A. Yes; the Socioiana, who cal! themselves Unitariana. 

79- What do they deny ? 

A. That our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is God as well as man ; 
that MalvatioD is through Hie blood. 

80. Has this beeu at all times the doctrine of the Catholic Church i 
A. It has. 

81. Are we at Uherty to teach any thing for doctrine of Scripture which 
has not been received by the Catholic Church ! 

A. No. 

82. Prove from Scripture that Jesus Christ is God. 

A. " Unto us a child is born, and his name ehall be called The mighty 
God'." "A virgin ahall conceive, and bear a stin; and thou shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God with ua '"." " In the begin- 
niuK was the Word, and the Word was God "." "'ITioinas said nnto Jesus, 
My Lord, and my God '^." " Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever '^." 
"lu Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily"." "God was 
manifest in the flesh "." "To the Son He saith. Thy throne, O God, is for 

63. Proi'e from Scripture that salvation is through the blood of Christ. 

A. " In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of I 
our sina ''." " The blood of Jeaus Christ, His Son, cleanseth ua from all , 
sin "." " Thou hast redeemed ua unto God by thy blood "." 

84. What other fundamental doctrine do the Socinians deny? 
A. TTie personality of the Holy Ghost. 

85. What do you mean by the personality of the Holy Ghost? 
A, That the Holy Ghost, distinct from the Father and the Son, 

the three persons in the one ever blessed Godhead. 

86. What warrant have you in Scripture for saying that the Holy Ghost is i 
God? 

A. 1. Tile attributes of the Godhead, eternity'", 
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^^^H premce', an aacnbed to the Spirit as well at to the Father nnd the Son. 
^^^r >• We are defeated to the Holy Gbo»t in Baptism, equally with the Father 
I and the Son *. 3. Bleamng is pronoonced in the name of the Holy GboBt, 

I equally with God and the Lord JeEUG Christ'. 4. When Ananias "lied 

L unto the Holy Ghoe'," he is said by St. Peter to bare " lied unto God'." 

^^^ S7. What warrant is there for saying that He is a person distinct from the 

^^^ Father and the Son? 

^^^H A. He appeared in a bodily shape, at our Saviour's baptism, while the 

^^^r voice of the Father was heard from heaven \ The Son of God said to His 
^^^ Apostles, "If I go not away, the Comforter wiil not come unto youj 

' **' ■ ■ '" " The Comforter, which is the 

■' He will teach you 



. He appeared i 

:e of the Father v 
Apostles, " If I go 
but if I de))aTt, I will send Him a 
Holy Ghost, nhom the Father will si 



all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you'." " When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come. He will guide you into 
all truth; for HeshaL not speak of Himself V 

88. What is the consequence of the denial of the personality of the Holy 
Ghost f 

A- They who deny this, unavoidably deny His operations, r^eneratioD, 
aanctification, and indwelling in the hearts of the faithful. 

69. Show from the Scriptures that regeneration is by the Holy Ghost. 

A. " Bom of water and the Spirit '"." " By one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body "." "According to His mercy He saved us by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost "." 

go. Show from the Scriptures that sanctification is by the Holy Ghost. 

A. " No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost "." 
" The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us "." " Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God'*." "The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuSering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance "." 

91. Show from the Scriptures that the Holy Ghost dwells in the hearts of 
the faithful. 

A, "Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Sprit of 
God dwell in you ''." " Know ye not that ye are the tetnple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwellelh in you"i" " Know ye not that your bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost"?" " Wekno* that He abideth in tie, 
by the Spirit which He has given us '"." 

92. In what light are we to regard those who deny these doctrines I 

A. As in greater danger than the heathens. For the heathens have not 
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beard : but tbese bave beard, and yet bave disbelieved. '' Tbey bave trodden 
under foot tbe Son of God," by tbe denial of His divinity; tbey "bave 
counted tbe blood of tbe covenant an unholy tbing," by tbe denial of tbe 
atonement ; ** and bave done despite to tbe Spirit of grace ^" by tbe denial 
of His personality and operations. 

93. How sbould we act to tbem wbo do so ? 

A, Pray to God tbat He will " take from tbem all ignorance, bardness of 
beart, and contempt of His word ; and so fetcb tbem bome to His flock, tbat 
tbey may be saved tbrougb Jesus Cbrist." 

» Heb. ix. 29. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

On the ApostoUeal Suceessiom m Sweden, 

CoififECTED with ''The Churchman's Manual" is an inquiry into the 
genuineness of the Swedish Episcopate, which arose out of the assertion 
contained in the Answer to the 20th Question of " The Manual :" the cor- 
rectness of which was called in question by the learned President of Mag- 
dalen, Dr. Routh, which fact did not reach me till the first edition had been 
published. Scanty and unsatisfEurtory as this inquiry has proved, leading to 
no determinate conviction, still it may be worth the notice of the ecclesias- 
tical student, and at the present moment, perhaps, be read with interest by 
many, and lead those who have the time and means to prosecute the inquiry 
further. I can furnish no information myself, beyond that contained in the 
following letters and papers, kindly sent in answer to my appUcations made 
to those who were deemed most competent to contribute it. 

The first is frdSk the venerable President of Magdalen, upon my asking of 
him the grounds of his doubt upon the subject. I have his kind permission 
to communicate it to the world. 

" Magdalen CoUege, Oxford, February 14, 1834. 
" Reverend and Dear Sir, 
" Permit me to observe, that the obligation you speak of is altogether on my 
side ; and that I must have recourse to the insufficient plea of a procrasti- 
nating humour to excuse my seeming neglect, in not writing to you before. 
My doubt of the regularity of the Swedish ecclesiastical succession was 
founded chiefly, I believe, on the existence of the JiUtheran opinion in favour 
of the competence of a presbyter to ordain, which I have since seen was 
entertained by the first Protestant Archbishop of Upsal ; and on the well- 
attested fact, that the learned Prussian, J. E, Grabe, instead of having 
recourse to the neighbouring country of Sweden, came to England, on 
account of the existence of an episcopal succession in this country : I will 
add also, on the overture made by the Prussian court in the reign of our 
Queen Anne, to procure that succession through the medium of our Bishops. 
But on a reconsideration of all the circumstances attending the progress of 
the Reformation in Sweden, of what I know to be asserted at this time in that 
country, and of what, you say, is the opinion of the Archbishop, and of the 
Bishop of Ro88, it appears to me at least probable, that the consecration of 
Binhnps by the hands of Bishops was attended to by the Swedes even at the 
beginning of their Reformation. Neither am I staggered in this opinion by 



the (lifliculty which GxiBts in ascertaining ilie consecration of parucular 
peraons from Swedieh documents, for such difficulties would probably b« 
found in many other countries. Read what is adduced by a Swediah writer, 
hy Fant himself, in bia Prolusion, De Successione Canonica et Consecra- 
tione EpiBcoporum SueciiP, page 10. He there says, ' Hecc vera succesaio 
<^that is, from Laurentius Petri Nericius, the first Protestant Archbitihop of 
Upsal, who, aa he relates, was duly consecrated in luSS, by Peter Magni, a 
well known Bishop ;] si extra monumeatorum fidem aliquid adferre noUmus, 
in laurentio Nericio subslitit. Ejus gener et successor Laurentiua Petri 
GotbuB, anten profsHBOT fuerat et rector academic Upsalensis, adeoque in 
nulla modo inauguratus Episcopus. Consecratio ejus magna pompa et pne- 
seutibuB quatuor legalis regiis, Cum. Petro Brahe, See. &c. monse Junio 
Upaali peracta per duos Episcopos, Wexionensem Nieolaum Caruli, atque 
Aboonsem M. Paulin Justin, ilium ab Episcopo Strengnegensi Bothrido 
SuDonis, an. 1545 ordinatum aacerdoteni, hunc an. 1554 ah cudem inaugu- 
ratum Episcoputn, loquDutur annales, a quo autem consecratus fuerat Both- 
riduB prorsuB silet.' Here the consecration of the second Archbishop of 
U|>«al appears to depend, in case you require the evidence of historical 
records, on that of Bothridus Suno, whose own consecration is no where 
mentioned. In addition to this citation from Fant, 1 will trouble you with 
another from a Tract previouBly published in Sweden by Benzeliue on the 
Mxae subject ; but I will first notice an observation of our friend Mr. Palmer, 
ihat a diatinctlon is made by Fanl between a priest and^ bishop, as if they 
were considered different orders. ' Nomen ipsum Episcopi,' Wites Benze- 
liuH, 'retinere sivit Carotus IX. R. Sueci^E reformatione cooRrraata, quod 
honorificum esset, et inde ab apoatoloruin eetate usurparetur. Tracm vero 
lemporis plures in Suecia constituti sunt Ecclesiarum antistites, qui licet 
secundam manuum impusitionem non habeant, eadcm tamen cum Epiacopis 
intra Buas DitEceses Ecclesiasticas gaudent jurisdictione, nomine autem 
Teniunt Superintendentes, et hoc judicium est Eccleaiie; ejuaque nomine 
regis regnique ordinum.' Page 57. Now in case these superintendents 
assume the powers of governing and ordaining presbyters, for 1 will not 
suppose tbey exercise that of consecrating bishops, I do not perceive how 
those parts of Sweden can be said to be episcopally governed. You ask me 
to direct you to writers who may assist yon in a future inquiry on this point. 
Besides the two treatises I have quoted, the former of which was printed at 
Upsal in 1790, and the latter at Lunden in 1739, it in in my jiower only to 
mention Bauzii Inventorium EccIcBis Suevo-Gothorum, LincopiiE, an. 1642 :* 
an important work, and extremely useful to those writers who treat of the 
progress of the reformation of religion in Sweden. With respect to Den- 
mark, your commimiratiou of the Danish view of the constitution of their 
own Church is confirmatory of the real fact, that they derive their ordination 
from Biigenhagen, a Lutheran presbyter of Germany. 

" I have the honour to remain, 
" My dear Sir, 

" Very faithfully yours, 

" M, ■'. RotlTH." 
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The eoniinunication concerning DenmaTk dluiled to in the close of this 
letter was the followini;, with which I was furnished bf the kindness of the 
venerable Bishop of Robs and Argyle, in the following letter, which he has 
kindly allowed me to print. 






t Sir, 



" Priory, Pideavietin, July 5, 1S33. 



■ived your eeleemed favour of the 23lh of June, and I now 
tiaaten to correct a mistalie in my first Charge respecting the episeopacy of 
Denmark, which is much more than doabtful, as a long and interesting 
extract of a letter to me from my respected friend and Right Reverend hriilher 
Bishop LuBcombe, will abundantly prove. 

" The Bishop writes to me as follows ; — 

"' Paris, Jul}/ 29, 1816. 

" ' The uncertainty of the episcopal succession in Denmark, which exists 
in England, induced me to make inquiriea through a Dane, resident in Paru. 
who has favoured me with extracts, translated into French, from a History of 
the Reformation in Denmark, by Miinter. All doubt is therein removed by 
a statement, that " after (he appearance of a work by Biigenhiigen, a disciple 
of Luther, the attention of the nation was directed towards the fonnatioa of 
a Church on the principles of Protestantism. The king, in the place of 
bishopa, arcbdeacons, and deans, nominated saperintaiilanti!, and for the 
purpose of their consecration they applied to Biigenhagen, who was himself 
a superintendant at Wittemburg. On the l-2th of August, 153?, Biigen- 
hagen crowned the king and queen, and on the 2d of September, the same 
year, he consecrated the new evangelical superintendants. It appears that 
some of the bislu^s were continued in their sees, having embraced the prin- 
ciples of the reformation, but no new conaeeration by bishops is to be found.' 
My informant adds, ' We read in a book, quoted by D. Miinter, relating to 
the erroneous opinion entertained in England of the regular succeasion of 
bishops in the national Church of Denmark, the fallowing passage. ' As the 
Roman Catholics were angry in consequence of ordination by evangelical 
priests (prfitres) one can easily imagine that they regarded the consecration of 
a bishop as a profanation, because it was performed by one who was not 
himself a bishop. But the Danish Church, which has always regarded 
ordination in its true point of view, and which has always maintained that, 
from the be){inning of Christianity, the ollice and ordination of bishops and 
presbyters has bepn completely the same, does not envy the joi-disani supe- 
riority of the English and Swedish Churches, founded on the boast that thar 
hisbopa have received their succession from Laurence Peters and Matthew 
Parker.' There is no absolute investiture of bishops in Denmark, they 
receive only a benediction and imposition of hands, after an appropriate 
sermon by the Bishop of Iceland. The clergy (lea cures) of Copenhagen . 
attend the ceremony, and lay their hands on the head of the newly-consecrated 
(au nouveau sacre') during the prayer of the Bishop." 

" The kiTk in Denmarii, then, seems e.vaclly similar to our nwn in Scotland 
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from the time of the Reformation down to the year 1610, when we received 
regular consecration from the Church in England. 



*' Your very sincere and faithful Servant and Brother, 

" David Low, 
'* Bishop of Ross and Argyle." 

The Bishop's opinion of the genuineness of the succession in Sweden, 
was expressed in a letter dated. Priory, Pittenweem, March 10, 1834, in the 
following words :— 

" Having lately written to our very dear friend of Holy Trinity, Coventry, 
I requested him to send you the following short notice from my friend at 
Stockholm, who says, ' The Church (the kirk) in Norway has five hishops, 
has the same institution as that in Denmark, and is thus episcopal only in form, 
and not truly episcopal, as that in Sweden.' '* 

On this subject I had received from the Bishop of Edinburgh the follow- 
ing information, in a letter dated Edinburgh, Sept. 13, 1833. 

'' I am sorry to say, that of the Church of Sweden I know nothing parti- 
cular. In doctrine she is Lutheran, and of course maintains consubstantia- 
tion. There are, I understand, few or no dissenters. Their Liturgy, I under- 
stand, is sound and good, and I have heard that the same sermon is preached 
in every church by authority, being printed from selections made from the 
compositions of the clergy from time to time. They retain the ancient 
episcopal dress, the red silk or satin chimere, instead of the black, as in the 
Oiurch of England. The Church of Norway and Denmark is similar in all 
respects, though unfortunately deficient in that most important point, the 
episcopal succession, which was so little known, that Dr. Seabury, when he 
failed to obtain consecration in England, was actually in treaty with the 
Bishop of Zealand. He was better directed to our then almost unknown 
Church : and this direction was given by Lowth, then Bishop of London ; 
and I have very lately heard, that the venerable President Routh was the 
means of directing Bishop Lowth to our Bishops. An application was made 
to me last week for a certificate of Baptism for a young lady bom and 
baptized here by one of our clergy in 18 19* without which, in Denmark 
where she is, she cannot be confirmed, and without being confirmed, she 
cannot be married ^ This is a curious fact, and shows how much and to 
what extent Church discipline might be extended in a country without 
dissenters, the people free from luxury, and of simple manners." 



^ A similar discipline is contemplated by the Church of England, as a compa- 
rison of the rubrics at the end of the Confirmation and Marriage Services will 
show. It was carried into effect and enforced by Bishop Wilson, in the diocese of 
Sodor and Man. See his Charge to his Clergy, in 1714. '^ I do once again repeat 
what I have declared publicly, that if I shall find any persons admitted to the 
sacrament, matrimony, or to stand sureties for others who have not been con- 
firmed, I must proceed against such as despise that part of our constitutions with 
ecclesiastical censures." 

The following are the constitutions of the Manx Church, alluded to by the 
Bishop in his Charge. They are part of a body passed at a convocation of the 

F 2 



68 l-ETTF.R FROM THE VUAR OF TARBIKC. 

The doubt eipreesed by the President of Magdalen having att me upon 
making further inquiries, I wrote to the Rev. John Wood Warter, Vicar of 
Tarriag, at that time ju«t returned from a residence of some fears in Den- 
mark, aH chaplain to the British embassy there. From his kindness 1 re- 
ceived the following eommunications, which he has allowed me to give to the 
world, and which wilt be of great value to the eeclesiasticBl student who has 
the means to prosecute researches in the direction to which Mr. Warter's 
leitErs point. 1 regret to say that I have royself been unable to profit by 

His firBl letter is without date of time. 

" Neu Palace Yard, tVetimiaster, 
" Revehend Sra, 
" Your letter and a copy of the little Catechism reached me thia monung 
through the hands of Sir Robert H. Inghs. 

" With respect to the Swedish apostolic succession, 1 believe jon bave 
rightly set it down as unbroken; but any doubt suggested by so venenble 
It theologian as Routh, is worthy of consideration. 

" I believe all the Swedish bishops do derive their succession througli one 
and the same source : and should this be broken, I know not how the prcMnt 
prelates could make good their line. 

" I was not aware that the Danes laid no claim to the episcopal succesmon. 
My opinion was, that they held to it, and I think it would hai-e eurpriaed the 
good Bishop Miiller, whom I know so well, had he heard one cast a doubt on 
his descent. 

" The words used at the oblation and consecration of the elements, I 
believe to be nearly the same, if not quite, in Denmark and Sweden. ThoM 
of the Danish ritual I will send you from their Alten Bog, when I find my 

" Most of the Swedish clergy do talk Latin, and some of them English ; 
but as I knew sufficient of their language to make my way, I had no neces- 
sity to draw upon their stores. 



1 



'In 



n, reverend sir, 

" Your's very faithfully, 

"John Wood Wartbh." 



MtuiK «ler);y, on the 3A February, 1703-4, and confinned ty the Mans Parliunent 
in their court nf Tinwald the rollanuig day ; and fay the Earl of Utrby, tbe 
governor of the Ulaud. 

" H. That no person be admitted (o the hulj sacrament, till he ha£ been Unit 
confirnied by (lie Bishop, &c. 

" III. That no persons be admitted to stand as godlatber or godmother, or to 
enter inbi the lioly state of matrimony, till they have received the holy sacrwneut 
of the Lord's Supper, &c." 

In furthiir illuamtion of this point, Mr. Warter has ealled attention to Jeremy 
Taylor's Works, xi. p. 204 : and Helea', of Eatou, Latlers from the Synod of Dort, 
*ol. ili. p. in. From which it appears that a similar discipline obtains uiitlcr ths I 
Helvetic Confeasiun. 



LETTliR FHUM TI[K VIC 



r 

^^^K " Tarriag I'icaraje, near IVorthuiy, May 17, 1S34. 

" Dbaii Sir, 
" I UAve been long in redeeming my promise, but owing to the preis of 
busiuBiis in a pariah new to me, as well as in fumisbing and getting into mjr 
house, 1 have not been able to turn to my authorities, and even now, as 
concerning the Swedish succession. I have not the means of giving you the 
informalion I couid wish, and that which you want. With respect to Den- 
mark, they have not, neither do they claim, an unbroken apostolical descent 
for their bishops. Tliia 1 was not fully prepared to state when 1 wrote last, 
and I cannot help thinking thai many a Dane in the present day would be 
aurpriaeil to read that paragraph in Bishop Miinter's " Oanske Refarmaiions- 
kUtorie," which was forwarded to you from Paris. It is quite correct, how- 
ever, and the passage IH to be found in vol. ii, p. 3li3, of the Danish copy. 
This work, by the way, forms the third volume of the same author's " Kir- 
chen-Geschichte von Ditnnemark und Norwegen ;" and the paragraph above 
alluded to may be seen in p. 507 of that work, where, likewisB, in the note a 
reference is made to Jamieson's History of the Culdees ; a book which con- 
tains less fact, and as much groundless insinuation against the a])ostoUcal 
ancceseion in onr own Church, a« any Presbyterian brochure could produce. 
Miinter, of course, quotes it as favouring his views, and likewise refers to 
Bede ' (Hist. Eccl. Uentis Anglor. lib. iii. c. 3.) for the same purpose. 1 do 
not possess the " Venerabihs," pfobsblf you can make good the reference. 
With regard to the work in question, I must add, that it is a most valuablo 
one, though in the present instance we are quite at issue. It seems to me 
that the following references may be of use to yuu with respect to the corona- 
tion of Christian III. and Bugenbageu's Superintendant ordination. Chap, 
xii. of Munter's Kircheu-Gesch. Germ. ed. vol. iii. p. 500 (Danish, vol. ii. 
p. 337). Seckendorf's Histor. Luther, vol. ii. p. 24Z, ed. fol. Francofurti et 
Lipsite, 1692. Mallet, Hist, de Danoemark, vol. vi. p. 343, 345. Pontoppi- 
dan's Kitchen- historic des Reichs Dannemark, vol. iii. p. 229. Kopen. 1747. 
(In p. 276, by the way, is this remark relative to Bugeuhageu's departure; — 
' Nicht aber so frech gewesen bey seiner Abreise in sagen, " Vale Dania, 
faabeto meum Evangehum, ego tuoa nummos j" welches mit mehrem, dem 
guten Mann angetichet ist.'] For Eugenhagen's life ' Joannis Molleri 
Cimbria literala, is instar omnium.' You will find it in vol. iii. p. 96. Havnis, 
1746. The remark in section xx. is a clear testimony to his own seutimenta. 
' Ne vero Avo^x'"^ dra^iav turt>aret ecclesiasticam ; tutidem in horum locum 
subrogabantur, . . . ritu r^c ;(tipD0f(riac inaugurabantur Aposlolico, Anti- 
stitea Lutherani.' I shoiUd be inclined to infer from the words of Luther, in 

' " I hnve referred since this to Bede, whom I nnw pofseas, hut I cannot aee that 
any thing is to ba giuned by the reference." Mr. Warter's uutc. Indeed, bII that 
BppeaiB from Bede is, that the mOEaBtery of Tona had Bishops among the members 
of that conUDDnity, who were, as such, subject to the Abbot, who was a Freabyler ; 
(as the Chapter of Durham has two Bishops at the present moment members of 
its hody, who, as such, are subject to the Dean, who ia a Presbyter). Hence the 
Presbjleiians deduce the logical conclusion, that ihcy were no better than Pre»- 
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a letter to Bucer, quoted b/ Miinler, that the great reformer's apiDion as to 
the ordination was grounded on expediency. ' Pomeranua (i. e. Bugen* 
hogen) adhac est ia Danlfi, et prospeTantur omnia, quce Deus facit per eun. 
Regem caronavit et reginani, quasi reriu Episcapus,' but I have not the 
original letter to refer to. 

" Ab I said before, I am not able to speak certainly of the Swedish aac- 
cession, neither will ony works I have assist me. The source from whence 
the information might be derived ia ' Benzeliua de Successione Suevo- 
Gothica.' When 1 write next to Denmark, I will ask a friend to look out for 
it. The Swedes thetnselveH, you are aware, feel confident on this point. 
When joa aak, whether or not all the Swedish bishops derivf through Both- 
ridua, I cannot answer the question. In conclading these remarks, I may an 
well add, that t possess Biigenbagen's ' Christelige UndevasDing or Raad aff 
Godi ord,' attached to ' Denrette Ordinants,' S:c. Prentet i Kyohenharn, 
1617 : — if any translated extracts, at any time, would be of use to you. It is 
a rare and curious work. 

" I was about to transcribe from my Swedish and Danish ' Alten Biig,' the 
words of consecration; but they so nearly resemble those in the Catholic 
Service, that it ia not worth while. The rest of the Service differs, as you 
would expect, and altogether is far inferior to that beautiful form on which 
one cannot but now fear they would fain lay sacriiegioua hands. 

" Beheve me, very faithfully your's, 

"John Wood Walter." 



III. 



" TvrriHt/ Virxrage, May 39, 1831. 



" The books you mentioned I have written to my friend, Sir H. Wynn, at 
Copenhagen, to procure, if he can : but I must fairly say, I do not think he 
will be successful, as from their nature they can hardly be more than 
pamphlets. In fact, I possess some fifty or sixty of the same sort, on dif- 
ferent points : and I know from experience, that after a year or two they ate 
very hard to be met with : and if, after all your search, you should be lucky 
enough to find what you want, it is probably bound up with an endless heap 
of trash. From such a chaos I rescued a valuable Anglo-Sanon "Prolusio," 
and an account in Danish uf the Reformation in Iceland from 1539 to 1548. 

" I hope in my last 1 did not lead you astray ; when 1 mentioned 'Ike 
wordt of conseeraliim,' it was with reference to the eucharist, and not to 
ordination. The ordination forms are not hound up with the Danish and 



Swedish Prayer-Book, as they are with ours. Whether 
is with imposiiion of bands, 1 know not, but, oa a matter c 
think it was, and in the Danish ' Alten Biig,' a N. B. is i 
where it should take place : neither Prayet-liook, however, 
_ltiibrick, and as the pricat in always turned to the altar, it 



lucharist 
lune, 1 should 
a brackets juct 



i 



LETTER FROM THE VICAE OF TABBING. 7l 

know. The words are considered as a prayer, and are only Scripture. I 
translate literally from the Swedish, but the Danish is the same. ' Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the night that he betrayed was, took the bread, gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said. Take, and eat ! This is my 
body which for you is given. Do it in remembrance.' 

*' In the same manner took he also the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
his disciples and said, ' Take, and drink hereof all ! This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood, which for you and for many given out was to sins' 
remission. So often as ye it do, do it to my remembrsmce.' , 

" Evangelier och £pistlar med dertill horande Gollecter och Boner (i. e. 
Prayers). Strengnas, 1821. p. 177. 



*0 ^iXdvOpiit'Tros Oiog iiii&v acririXov Kai afnafiijrov ai/rtf rr/v ttptotrvvijv x^P'" 
fffirai I 

" The prayer of, my dear Sir, 

" Tour's very sincerely, 

" John Wood Wabtbh." 



tt 
" Deab Sib, 



IV. 

Tarring Vicaragey September 12, 1835. 
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The information you are desirous of, I cannot give straightforwardly. In 
Zealand there is but one bishop, and there was no ordination, during my 
residence there, of a prelate; neither was it a point to which I gave any 
particular attention, as I imagined the Danish a truly Apostolic Church, at 
least, touching the ministry, and their ordination. I believe, however, impo- 
situm of hands to be invariably used ; and for this reason, because in the old 
' Doct. Den Rette Ordinants,' printed at Copenhagen in 1617, and now 
before me, it is expressly mentioned in pp. xlvii. and ciii; and I know of no 
alteration since. I have referred to Pontoppidan's Kirchen-Historie, or 
Annales Ecclesiae Danicae, and find none there. Mallet says nothing, but 
what relates to the subject is in vol. vi. If this be so in Denmark, as I 
suppose, h fortiori, woidd it be so in Sweden, where the regular Succession 
is a point they will not allow to be disputed. 



" In much fear, but with a faithful hope that the prospect may brighten, 

" Believe me, very sincerely yours, 

"John Wood Wabtbb." 

From tlie same writer I have received within these few days another com- 
munication, in which he adds to the authorities already given the following 
important works, relating especially to the ecclesiastical history of Iceland : — 
1. Kristni Saga, sive Historia Religionis Christianae in Islandiam introductaB : 




ox THE SWEDISH EPISCOPATE. 

UafniK, 1793. 2. Finni Johanniei Theol. Doctr. ct Episcopi Diceceseot 
SkelboltinK in Islandia, Hietoria EccleEiastica lalandiie : 1 toI«. 4U). 177Z. 
3. Hittoria Literaria lalandiffi: 1786- 4. (Relating to the Danish Church) 
Langeheck'B Scriptores Rerum Danicarum : in 7 vats, folio. 

It serveB to ahow how hard run for ecclesiastical authorities the Fresbyte- 
rian writers find tbemBelves, when ia proof of the bold assertion cited above 
by MUnter, in Bishop Luscombe's letter to Bishop Low, namely, that the 
office aad ordination of bishops and preebyterB were originally one and the 
e, they can-only mualer up first areference to Jerome, who expressly slates 
the distinction between them Co have obtained from the time when men began 
to say, " 1 am of Paul, and I of Apollos," i. e. in the days of St. Paul ; and 
eipressly eiceple ordination from the presbyter's office, and as peculiar to the 
epitcopate : und a reference to one whom they call Hilary, from which one 
would suppose they meant St. Hilary of Poictiers, whereas the work they 
cite is from some uncertain author, 1,'enerally supposed, however, to be that 
of Hilary the Deacon, whom St. Jerome expressly affirms to have died out 
of the conmninion of the Chiirch. " Jerome's and Hilary's teBtlmony niiKhl 
have informed him, that in tbe eldest Church bishop and presbyter had but 
one ordination," are the words of Langebeck, vol. ii. p. 57 : the references 
being for Jerome, to his Epistle to Ei'agrius ; and for Hilary, to the Com- 
mentary on !^t. Paul's Epistles (I Tim.}, concerning which, see Du Vm, 4Lb 
century, Hilary the Deacon. 

To these I am only able to aiiri, through the kindnesa of others, tbe follow- 
ing extracts from Swediat authors, and a copy of the letter of Gustavus i. to 
Adrian VI. Bishop of Rome, respecting tbe appointment of Peter Manson to 
the Bishopric of Westeras. I am informed, that although in Sweden itMlf 
tbe fact of their having retained tbe true succession is not undisputed, the 
doubt or disbelief rests chiefly with the laity : the mass of the clergy, and 
their most learned men, being confident of the truth of it ; which is said also 
to be admitted by tbe Roman Catholics. Upon the whole, there did not 
seem sufficient reason for withdrawing the name of "Sweden" from tl 
answer to the '2(Jth question in the " Manual," 



1. 



from tha J 



Exlract from the corretpoadmee of Etu Benzeina, Archbishop Cjf Uptala, and 
his Brother, Gmtafs Brnzetsterna. — Linciiping, 1791. 
" Peri Joumemina is wrong, inasmuch as he denies us Veritatem Keli- 
gionis ob defectum iive interruptionem successionis epiecoporum, and Mis 
both in <]ua;stione juris et facti. Ab regards the lirst, it is not jure divino sed 
humano. In reppect to tbe second, so was Laur. Petr. Nericius consecrated 
by the episcopi qui relicti religione Romanensi amplectabantur sacra evan- 
geUorum; which, if any doubt, can be clearly evinced by reading in Messe- 
nium Scandinav. Doctrina? ApoatolictF. But these objections have been ao 
frequently annwcred, that it is high lime, 1 conceive, that ihcy si 
dropi)*d, anil nut meddled with." 



t 



THE MWElllSll l^rii 



SvlractjTom Ike Sinedo-GotMc Bishops' Chronicle, of Andreas dai WtyteUm, I 
DD., Bishop of Lirtiiipiag. — Liokoping, 1752. 

Doctor PetruB Magni, [the last Bishop of WeaEeros of the Romiah 
communion] born of honourable lineage, Bi Rybro, parish of Tillburgo, 
Westennania. His father, Mans Jonaon, captain of the castle of Wes- 
teraa, was crucified by the tyrannical command of King Chris tiem. The son, 
Pelrus, had studied lonfl;, first at home in his own country, and then abroad in 
Germany, France, and Italy, whereby he made himself worthy to become a 
Doctor; but he Lad previously, on June 6, 1499, bean ordained, at Wad- 
sterna, Monk and Rector of the School, as also Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Linkiiping, Henrici Tiddemann, for the year 1504. He was sent from the 
above cloister to Rome on important affairs, and was in the mean time 
advanced to the aiturttion of Procurator, or Manager, in the House of Santa 
Brigita, at Rome, in which all pilgrims from the kingdom of Sweden and 
Gothland were lodged and maintained. The zeal and diligence he manifested 
for that house pleasantly appear, by reading a lengthened letter which, on 
October 6, 151!, he wrote from thence to the Bishops and Counsellors of this 
kingdom (Sweden). Which letter Counsellor Andreas von Steineman has 
inserted in his remarks on Bishop Petri Swarti'a History of Bishops. From 
this time Doctor Petrus Magni continued in Rome; possessed considerable 
acquaintance and favour at the court of the Pope; and inasmuch as he was 
a teamed man, knowing many languages, he ^rved the Pope as a chancellor 
(notary). Wherefore it was not difficult for him to become a Bishop ; which 
took place thus. On the Sunday that Peter Sumtnanvader iraa by the 
Chapter deposed, the King asked the members who they knew of and desired 
to have in the stead of the deposed; when the King named this Doctor Fetmt 
Magni, who was then in Rome. The King's proposal was supported by the 
consent of al). The Pope was therefore written to on the subject. As soon 
as the letter arrived, the choice was confirmed by the Pope, and the elected, 
hy the Pope's command there in Home, ordained Bishop, by a Cardinal. 
Home suppose that the Bishop was at the same time, likewise by papal 
command, made Doctor: yet be this as it may. But it is certainly said, 
and very credible, that the cautious King Gustaf Emhein, who had 
already in his thoughts the reformation of religion, did for this cause desire 
to have the Bishop ordained in Rome, that he might have a canonically-con- 
eecrated Bishop in the kingdom who could ordain others; and that the pa- 
pistical should not, after our Church had separated from them, be able to 
charge us with not having successionem apostolicam, or not being canonical, 
or not having properly-ordained Priests. That the King had this in his mind 
may be inferred, and the inference is strengthened by what afterwards 
took place ; for the King caused this Bishop, Peter Manson, who had 
been consecrated al Rome, not only, on the 5th of January, 152S, to ordain 
and consecrate three Bishops, ft:', M. Magnum Haralde to Skara, M. Magnum 
Sororaar to Siragnas, and M, Martinum Skyke to Abo, but also, in the yei 
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1531, the Sunday before Festum Michaelie, in the Grey Frlare' Cloister at 
Stockliotni, M. Laurentiuffl Petri Nericeum aa Archhiehop, to which officB 
be had just before been regularly elected. It is not to be wondered at, if this 
Bishop was in his mind papistical, who not only from his ehi!dhood was 
nursed up in the popish faith, but also lived so many years in Bome, imbibed 
the principles and tcuets of the papal Church, and heard all the calumnies and 
railings against Luther and his adherents in doctrine, whilst even here in this 
kingdom, there was no lack of such as urged him to oppose the reformatioa 
undertaken; as the Bishop of Linkoping, Dr. Hans Braske, who requested 
him, while yet in Rome, that he would counsel the Pope to send some inqui- 
sitors, patent and vigorous men, who might prevent the contemplated change 
in religion. Notwithstanding all these things, the Bishop Petrus, who imme- 
diately on his arrival, took the charge and government of his diocese, was 
very cautious that he might not by violence openly, neither by (raud and craft 
privately set himself against the reformation of religion, but signed the 
Westeras Recess, in 1527, and likewise the Abo Statute, in the year 
1529 ; also when, in the year 1530, some in his dioceEU showed themselves 
impatient and turbulent, becaui^e of the change in religion, he did, by a circU' 
lar letter, exhort them to quietness and a more mature consideration of the 
matter. 

He is considered, however, to have remained unchanged, as regards the 
Popish faith and doctrine, till he was removed by death at a somewhat great 
age, in the year 1534, the Sunday next before Whitsuntide. 



Extract from the History of the former Bishops of the Diocese qf Weiteras, Sj 
Petri Andreas Maffnm, Bishop of Westeras, [the second Bishop qf that 
Dioncse subsequetit to the Information,^ — Stockholm. 

Doctor Per Manson (Petrus Magni) had studied long in Sweden, travelled 
suhsequenlly abroad (to escape the tyranny of King Christicrn) to Germany, 
Italy and France, and resided a long time in Rome j was also there the manager 
of Si. Brita's Hospital for many years i served also the Pope Leo X. in many 
respects in his Chancellery in issuing of letters, for he was a learned man, where- 
fore the Pope found occasion to advance and confirm him as Bishop of Wes- 
teras, after he had from thence received a regular coll thereto. This Bishop wu 
descended from an honourable and free-bom lineage, being born in Rybro, 
parish 'fillhurga. His father was called Mans Janson, and was captain in 
the Castle of Westeras, when he at a great age, though innocent, was cruci- 
fied by the tyrant. King Christiern. This Bishop, along with the other 
Bishops in Sweden, especially Hans Braske, in Linkoping, Harald Manson, 
in Skara, and Archbishop Johannes Magnus, opposed very violently King 
Guslaf Erokein's Reformation in Religion, and the Marriage of the Priests, 
as also other useful matters, which King Guataf Emkein and such as held 
inth him sought to introduce : so that if he had not died, as took plaice in 



1534, he would either have been depoeed from hie office and honour, D^l 
neceesitBted to fl^ from the kingdom, with the above named Bishops a 
T Prelates ^. 



GuaTAVUB I. Rex Suecis, 

AdRIANO VI. I'ONTIFICI Maeiuo, 

[Litterce Gustavi Regis Snecite ad Pontificem, quibus rogaC Gpiscopoa con 
lirmari, a Capitulis Ecclesiarum Regoi electos vel postulatoe. 1523. 
Archivo Castri S. Angeii, Ann. IV. cap. II. no. 17-)] 

IntUB devote pedum oacula beatorutn. 
Beatissime Pater, — Vacavenint dui[s] EccleaiEe Cathedrales in teniv 1 
Dostris : tandem Prfepositi et Capitula earum supplicaverunt Clemendx 
DOBtrEe quod pro eie, quos rite et canoDice elegerant, Uteras noatras ad Sane- 
titatem veatram dare veHemus, et eo citiua Bolatio Pastoram et Epiacoporuin 
gaudere possent. Elegerant Praelati et Canonici Upaalensea post resigna- 
tionem Domini Gustavi Archiepiscopi Upaalenais Reverendum Patrem D. 
Johannem Gothum Sanctitatis vestTee Commiaaarium, et Canonicum ejus- 
dem Ecckai^ UpsalenaiB in eorum Archiepiacopum. ElegeraQt CaDonici 
Scarensea post mortem Vincentii Episcopi Scarensis Magistrum Burge Mag- 
num Haralli Archidiaconum in EpJBCOpum Rcarensem. Similiter Strange- 
ncnaes post mortem D. Matthiei Episcopi elegerant Prtepositom D. Majjnum 
Sommar in Episcopum StrangeDenaem, Preelati etiam et Canomci Aroaci- 
ensea poat mortem D. Ottonie Epiecopi eurum, postutaverunt in eorum 
Episcopnm, Religiosum Patrem Dominum nostrum Petrum Magoi, qui jam 
eat Provisot Domua Sanctfe Brigidie in Urbe Hom6( et quamvia Epiacopus 
Aboensia Arvidiua superiori anno mortuus est, non tamen adhuc proceaait 
Capitolum Aboense ad eleclionem novi Pastoria et Episcopi, propterea quod 
ipaa Ecdesia Aboenais occupata fuerat per inimicoa, a quibus earn Duper 
cum toto Ducatu Finkndiie eripnimus, et Coronte adjecimua. Grati aunt 
nobis et populo nohia subjecto omnee prrofati Electi Epiacopi quos Sanctitati 
vestrx conlirmandos offeiimus, eupplicantes quod Sanctitas vestra attento 
pericuio quod in his malis temporibua Religioni ex vacantibus EcclesiiB 
accedere possit ; quantocius confirmet, atque gratiori de solutione debitorum 
Camerie Apostolic^e cum eis sgere dignetur; ex quo il1<e Ecclesis jam pau- 
perrimK sunt, et omnibus rebus penitua apoliatie : et ultra hoc prtefati Electi 

' [d the above it is aaiil that Peter MansoQ waa coiifinned Bishop of Woateraahy 
Lea X. This is not correct. Leu X died iu 1S2I. Hissuceessor whs AilrunVI., 
vfho died September 14, 1533, the veij' day on which tho letter of King Guatavna 
is dated. Pel«r Manaor'a confirmation to the epiecopiite, therefore, must have bean 
by Clement VII., who suceeeded Adrian, and continued Bisliop of Rome til] 1534, ■ 
llip year of Pctoc Manson'a death. 



singulos EpiHcopslea cenHua contra inimicoH EccleEtaBticje LiherlaliB jam 
expenderuDt, et adhuc quotidie expendunt : quft liberaJitate Suncta Sedan 
Apoelfllica e\ nobis et regnis noatris inajora bcneficia conBequetur j 
nosque in majus obaequium Hanctitali vestrse adstringet, quam diu el feli- 
cissinie valere optamuE. 

Ex Civitate nostra regia StockholmenBia, A. D. 1523, 14 die Septembris, 
sab nostro sigillo *. 

GuBTAVUB, Dei Gratia Suecoram et Gothorum Rex. 

De Maadato Serenlsaimi Domini Regis, 
L. Andb1£ Secretarius subscripsi. 



\e*. J 



The Swedish Episcopate consistB of fourteen roembers : Upsal, Archbiihop ; 
Linkoping, Skara, Strxgnses, Westeras, Wexio, Abo, Lund, Borgo, Ciottem- 
burg, Calmar, CarlsCad, UerniEBund and Ootliland, Bishops. 

The Danish Bishoprics are eight In number. Seeland ; Laaland ; Filnen ; 
Rlbe; AerhuuB; Viborj;; AIb; Aatborg. Those in Norway five, Chrlstianai 
Chris llansand ; Bergen; IVoDdheim; Nordland: and one (Rejkiavick) In 
Iceland, where formerly there were two, Skalholt, and Kulum, which were 
combined in 1797. 

Two of these, Abo and Borgo, are now under the dominion of Russia. For 
the Information here contained, I am Indebted partly to the Rev. W. Palmer, 
author of the Origlnea Liturgies, and partly to the Rev. J. W. Warlw, Vicar 
of Tarring. 



* PetniB Magni was not, properly speaking, the sueeeBSor of Bishop Otto, ■■ is 
Bt&led in the King's tetter. After OtCu's death, m 1522, the choice fell on Petms 
JacoM, called SummaDvader ; but ho was, in consequencu of hja rebellioUB proceed- 
isgB, depoHGcl Hhortly after his ordination, onJ subBequenlly executed. This ia 
reason why the King does oot mention hint ; fur in the begimiiiig of his reign he j 
gate many proofs of his unwillingncBB lo break wilh the Pupc and liis adherenla. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Oft the Episcopacy of the Moravians., 

Op a kindred subject to the foregoing inquiry into the genuineness of the 
episcopacy of Sweden, is one entered into subsequently with regard to the 
Moravians, the omission of whose name in the answer to Question 20, was 
made the subject of remark by some. This inquiry concerning the Mora- 
vians first appeared in the British Magazine of 1836, and was reprinted with 
additions, as follows, as a single tract last year, in the Leeds' Christian Mis- 
cellany. 

The claim of any body of Christians to be considered a true branch of the 
Chiirch of Christ, must at all times be a matter of deep interest to those who 
desire to see all who are called by the name of Christ, '* continuing in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in the (consequently acceptable) breaking 
of bread and in prayers." — Acts ii. 42. When, therefore, among the nu- 
merous bodies which are in a state of separation from the apostolical Church 
in England, one is found which claims, equally with that Church, the posses- 
sion of the apostolic commission, it cannot be wondered at, that when that 
claim is brought forward, as in one or two cases it lately has been, it should 
excite the attention of the members of the Church, and lead them to inquire 
into the nature of it. And as the desire of all must be to see the wounds in 
Christ's body healed, rather than torn more widely open, it would be with a 
wish to find that claim established, that the inquiry would be made. For so 
would there be more reasonable hope, that, in God's good time, the division 
would cease. 

It was with these feeUngs and this desire that the writer of these remarks 
commenced his inquiry (the result of which is now submitted to the reader) 
into the claims of the Moravians (so called) to be considered an Episcopal, L e. 
an apostolic branch of the Church of Christ. Into the state of religion 
among them, either as it was or as it is, he has no intention to enter; the 
former he is unwilling, the latter he is unqualified, to discuss. He proposes, 
therefore, to limit the inquiry to the grounds on which they rest their claim 



I, which they assert has legiti- 
For tliiK purpose it will 
features of ecclesiastical history 



I the poiMBBion of the apoatolic c 

liately descended to them, by episcopal s 
le necessary to give a slight sketch of bc 
Ibonnected with them. 

Moravia and Bohemia were cnnrerted to the Christian fsith in the ninth 
■ century, by the preaching of Cyril and Metliadius, two Greek Ecclesiastics, 
I who introduced the rites and customs of their own (Greek) Church, which 
.ained, without interruption, until the time of Otho the Firet, towards 
the close of the tentli century, who began to endeavour to bring the Mot avians 
under the papa) yoke'. This attempt was followed up with more or leas suc- 
cess by succeeding emperors, and their own princes, till about the middle of 
the fourteenth century, when the general adoption of all the corruptions and 
abuses of the western Church was enforced, the Latin language and popish 
ceremonies introduced into the Churches, the marriage of the clergy pro- 
hibited, and the use of the cup in the Eucharist denied to the people. This 
was not effected without strenuous opposition on the part of individuals and 
numerous bodies of the people of all ranks. Among the eminent individuals 
who, from time to time, arose to witness against the papal usurpations and 
corruptions, the celebrated John Hubs occupies the most conspicuous place ; 
who, in 1415, sealed his testimony with his blood, being burned alive at Con- 
stance, iu violation of the emperor's safe condui^t. 

Hia followers were divided into two parties: lal. Cafe/inej, so called, because 
the chief point on which they insisted in their differences with Rome was the 
use of the cup (calin:) for the people in the Eucharist. 2nd. Taborites so called, 
from the tents (tabor) in which they dwell, which name they gave to the 
mountain on which they held their religious assemblies. These last were 
strenuous in opposing all the papal additions to Christian doctrines; and, 
not content with this, sought to propagate their views by the use of the sword. 
This naturally drew upon them the wrath of the government, and after a long 
and cruel war they were at length dispersed, and subjected to severe persecu- 
tions. The remnant which survived were at length permitted to settle at 
Latitz, in the borders of Silesia and Moravia, in the year 1451. Having no 
clergy of their own, they were, fur a time, supplied by some who were sent to 
them from the Calixtines. In 1457i they formed themselves into a commu- 
nity, entitled Unilas Fmtrum, or Ike Vrdud Brethren: and in 1467, determin- 
ing to be wholly independent, both of the Romish party, whom they hated, 
and of the Calistines, whom they despised ; they sent some Presbyters of their 
ntunber, who had come over to them from the Caliitines and the Romanists, 



' Such, at least, U the account givuu by the later Moravian hiatflriiuiB, Cranln, 
pp. 14, IS, and Holmes, vol. i. p. 11. But Rogenvoiech (an early writer) »itnle« that 
HelhocliUE made uso of the Latin tongue in the public oeFvIoes, and that the pvople 
|»ersnaAlBct him to pToeure frtna Pope Nicbalaa permisaion to have it in their owxi 
language : in which, as well as in Greek, Methodius is staled to have been well J 
■killed. See Itegenvolsch's History of the Sulavonio Churched, pp. 7, &> From IhU J 
it should seem, that the Bohemian Chnreh was fruni the lieginning eobjeet U 
papal jurisdielion. 



ON THE EPISCOI-ACV OK THE MOnAVlAN 

[0 receive what tbey call epiacopal orders, from an individual who is styled. I 
Stephen, Bishop of the Waldenses in Austria. From this tii 
they religiimely preserved the epiecopal order among tliem, having generallf 
one Bishop in Poland, another in Bohemia, and two in Moravia. In process 
of time their congregations were diBpersed and broken up, the number of their 
Bishops was not kept up; and in the year 1710 only two individuals profess- 
ing; to have received that order survived : one of whom was Dr. Daniel 
Jablonsky, chaplain lo the King of Pruasia: the olher, named Sitkovius, re- 
sided in Poland. Both these were seniors of the Polish branch of the United 
Brethren. It is from ilablonsky, with the approval of Sitkovius, that the 
Moranans (so called) of the present day profess to have received episcopal 
orders. Let us state the origin of this body. In the year 1722, Count Zin- 
sendorf, a Polish nobleman, formed an establishment on his estate of a number 
of individuals, of different religious persuasions, at a place called Hermhut. 
Among these were some emigrants from Bohemia and Moravia, who, having 
been brought up in the Church of Rome, had seen reason to abandon its 
tenets. The settlementa increased by the accession of individuals from difTer- 
enl quarters ; and in 172?, it consisted of about three hundred persons, one 
half of whom are stated to have been Bohemian or Moravian emigrants. I 

Up to the year 173S, they had no eltrgy of their ovn, and availed them- ' 
selves of the ministrations of the Lutheran pastor of the parisli, at whose 
hands they received the holy sacrament; and great efforts were made on the 
part of Count Zinzendorf, who was himself a Lutheran, and by other Lu- 
theran members of the community, to faring the establishment into entire 
connexion with the Lutherans. This, however, was overruled, and the desire 
to be " independent" led them first to institute among themselves a sort of 
lay or congregational orders ; and then to apply to Dr. Jablonsky, with the 
concurrence of Sitkovius, to give them, as they say, episcopal orders, for 
which purpose they selected David Nitschmann, who is said to have been con- 
secrated Bishop by Jablonsky, in the month of March, 1735 ; and from theie 
two, the episcopal succession is declared to have been preserved up to the pre- 
sent time, when there are stated to be thirteen Bishops, — six in Germany, two 
in England, one in Ireland, one in Asia, and three in America. Such is the 
account furnished by their historians, Regenvolsch, (History of the Sclavonic 
Churches, 1653); the Acta Fratrum Unitatia, 1749; CrantK (History of the 
Brethren) ; Holmes (History of the Brethren, 1830) ; and Bost (History of 
the Brethren, 1834). 

Into the accuracy of these facts it is necessary for ns to inquire: and before I 
we can be reasonably called upon to acknowledge the genuine episcopacy of ' 
the Moravians, Hermhuters, or United Brethren, (by all which names they 
are known,) it is clearly necessary that we should have reasonable groimd for 
believing, — 1st. That the Waldenses, from whom it is said that the original 
Taborites, or United Brethren, received episcopal consecration, were them- 
selves really possessed of episcopacy. 2nd. Ihat the individual Stephen, a 
member of the Waldensian community, to whom the Taborites are said to 
have appbed for this purpose, was himself a Bishop, 3rd. Tliat the Taborites, 
or United Brethren, did really seek end receive from him, episcopal n 
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tion. 4th. That auppoaing them lo have received episcopal C' 
the time stated, tbey were careful to preserve it, bo that Dr. Jablonsky Ehonld 
be regarded by others, and by himBelT, only as a real Bishop. 5tb. That the 
Hermhuterii did actually apply for and recdve episcopal consecratiaD from him. 
6th. That, supposing them to hive dnne so, they have since been careful to 
preserve it amongst them. It will be clear, upon consideratioo, that a failure 
in reasonable proof on any of these points, must be fatal to the reasonable- 
ness of their claim upon us for recognition: unfortunately, it will be found 
that on all these points, save one, this failure exists. 

For 1. There is no point of ecclesiastical history involved in such extreme 
doubt and difficulty as whether the ancient Waldenses were or were not poi- 
sessed of genuine episcopacy. On the one hand, we have the accusations of 
the other Christians who surrounded them, charging them with being without 
valid order«, and allowing laymen to administer the Eucharist. (See Alan 
and Pylicdorf, cited by Boeauet, iii. 4d5. 457.) And the opinion of Peter 
Waldo, an eminent member of their commnnity, to the effect that " the orders 
of the presbytery were one of the marks of the beast of the apocalypse." (See 
Leger's History, i. 156.) On the other hand we have the account of Beine- 
rius, " that they had always amongst them Eome chief pastor, endowed with 
the authority of a Bishop, with two coadjutors, one of whom he called hia 
eldest son, the other his younger; and that besides these, he had a third, who 
assisted him in the quality of deacon," And " that the Bishop ordained other 
pastors by imposition of hands." But their historian Leger, who cites this 
testimony of Relnerius, declares the whole account to be a mere fiction, and 
that all their histories, chronicles, and works, declare plainly that the thing 
was altogether different. (Leger, i. 199.) But then it is to be considered, 
that when Leger wrote his history, tbey were certainly Presbyleriaiia,— for in 
1630, all their pastors, except two, had been swept off by the plague; and 
they received supplies of ministers from the Presbyterian Calvioista of France 
and Switzerland. 

11. The episcopal character of the individual Stephen, in Austria, is open 
to grave objection : as the earhest histories of the Taborites, Moravians, or 
Brethren, which I have yet met with, make no mention of him as such. 
These histories 1 find in a collection published by Louis Camerariue, in the 
year 1605 ; one written by his father, Joachim, about 1575 ; the other by tlie 
seniors and ministers of the Church of the Brethren, in the year 1572. In 
neither of these histories is the name of Stephen mentioned. Tlie first account 
that 1 have met with of the epiaeopal character of the heads of the WaldensH 
in Austria, is in the History of the Sclavonic Churches, by Regenvolsch, of 
the date of 1653 1 for which he refers to an account of the United Brethren, 
pubUsbedin I609. 

in. lliat there was a communication made between the Taborites, or 
United Brethren, of Moravia, and the Waldenses ; and a mission from the 
former to the latter, in 1467, is stated by all the historians. But that the 
mission was for the purpose of obtaining consecration, the earher historians 
have not n word. The account of the matter publiahed by the seniors and 
's of the Brethren themselves, in 1572, represents the mission to have 
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been for the sole purpose of inquiring into the doctrines of the Waldenses ; 
whose conduct, upon examination, they considered so scandalous, that they 
could noty with a safe conscience, join with them. As the book is scarce, the 
reader may be interested in having the account. 

*' About the commencement of our Churches (1467)> there were some 
Churches of the Waldenses, in the countries near to Bohemia, especially in 
Austria, and in Marchia; but as these, being oppressed by papal tyranny, had 
no public assemblies, nor any of their writings were extant, they were alto- 
gether unknoMm to our people. Therefore, when they made themselves known 
to ours, and inquiries were made of us by others concerning them, it came 
to pass, that at the time aforesaid, legates were sent by us to the Waldenses, 
who might take knowledge of their doctrine, what it was. [Of this, he says, 
he could give no clear account, and adds :] But this we can show, that they 
never united to our Churches, nor our people ever wished to join them ; and 
this on two accounts, as our annals testify : first, our people were offended 
with the Waldenses, because they were unwilling that any public testimonies 
of their doctrine and faith should exist, and thus seemed to hide the truth, 
and to place their light under a bushel : secondly, because, for the sake of 
peace and tranquillity, they made use of the popish mass, which, at the same 
time, they knew and professed to consider to be idolatrous ; and thus acting 
in collusion with the Papists, were a scandal to others. On these two 
accounts, not only did our people never join themselves to them, but always 
considered that they could not do so with a safe conscience." 

Joachim Camerarius' account, in 1575, is as foUows : 

** It was the year of Christ, 1467» when the Brethren first began to have, 
from among their own company, persons to exercise doctrine and defend dis- 
cipline, who at first were three, chosen by lot, by whom the rest, as need might 
be, should be ordained. About that time they heard that there was a certain 
congregation of ancient Waldenses in the places near to Austria, presided 
over by learned and pious men, and in which the evangelical discipline 
flourished, and the dignity and authority of the priesthood were preserved. 
Thither two of the Brethren are sent, to acquaint their two seniors and their 
congregation with the cause and beginning of their separation from the Papal 
Church, and the manner of their administration, stating faithfully all things 
that had happened ; and requiring on all points the sentence and judgment 
of the Waldenses. A few of these were then in Bohemia, skulking through 
fear of their adversaries, with which they were excessively agitated. To them 
came the emissaries of the Brethren, and laid before them their affairs and 
accounts : all things were approved of by them, who professed singular joy at 
the knowledge of the piety and religion of the Brethren, and affirmed that the 
things that were done by them were agreeable to the institution and adminis- 
tration of Christ and the Apostles, and right in themselves : to which they 
added an exhortation to them, strenuously to pursue the way of the truth of 
heavenly doctrine, and of discipline agreeable thereto, which they had entered. 
And they laid their hands on them, blessing them after the manner of the 
Apostles, for the sake of confirming their minds, and in token of fellowship 
and agreement." 

G 
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To chJB he adds ihe account of a second miBsioD from the Brethren to the 
V/aldeDsea, to propose an union between them, on condition of the WaSdenses 
amending the two points of objection mentioned in the iirat extract, and some 
others : a proposal which fell to the ground, through the timidity of the Wal- 
denaes. Now here we certainly have an account of imposition of bands by 
theWaldensea upon the two deputies of the Brethren; but the cause distinetly 
stated to l>e in token of fellowship and agreement, and for the confirming 
their roinde : of any idea of consecration not a whisper. 

Regenroisch, in his account, for which be refers to an earlier one, of the 
date of IGOQ, says, that the election of three pastors from among the Brethren 
was done by the advice of the Waldenses who were settled in Austria, with 
two of their Bishops : and after describing the progress of election by lot, he 
goes on to observe: 

" But these three were not as yet ordained and confirmed to the ministry 
in that syood : only their election took place. Tkfy htm, indeed, that nothing 
was watUing lo their maugaration asmiimterst that according to the institution 
of Christ, and the example of the Apostles, they could be lawfully ordained 
uid initiated in the sacred things by other presbyters or pastors of the Church, 
whom the sacred Scripture does not distinguish from Bishops, but speahs of 
thera aU by the same name. Theyfotind that the gaperiorili/ of the Bithopt, 
and assigning to them alone the power of ordaining other ministers of the 
word, teas not of old introduced by divine right or coinmaHd, or apostolic au- 
thority, and Ihe law of necetsily, that it couid not otherwise be: but by Aunoa 
institution and appointment of eeoiesiastidal polity, anmpfrom cei-lain oax- 
siotts." (In pruof of which, and to show that this was done after the time of 
the Apostles, he misquotes Jerome, who expressly says it was done in the time ' 
spoken of by St. Paul, in his 1st Epistte to the Corinthians; and then adds,] j 
" NevenbelesB, to meet in every way the calumnies of their adversaries, espe- 
cially at the commencement of that reformation, they thought it right, that, sa 
far as possible, they should observe the same themselves. And whereas the 
aforesaid Waldenses affirmed that they had lawful Bishops, and a lawful and 
uninterrupted succession from the Apostles ; they, in a solemn rite, created 
Bishops of three of the ministers of the Brethren, who had been already else- 
where orddned ; and conferred on them the power of ordination." 

He specifies the three to be, two Romish priests, and one Waldensian 
priest, who had come over to them. 

It is speaking mildly, to affirm that these incongruous accounts present very 
great difficulty In arriving at the truth of the story. 

IV. We come to inquire into the grounds for believing that the episcopacy, 
thus alleged to have been obtained by the United Brethren, in Kfi^t waa care- 
folly preserved among them, so that Jablonsky, the last of their chiefs, from 
whom the Herrnhuters are staled to have received episcopacy in 1736, shoidd 
be regarded as a genuine Bishop. 

Here, first, we are met with this difficulty, namely, that Regeovolsch, in the 
very next sentence to that last quoted from him, goes on to say, that the thru 
individuals, affirmed by bim to have been consecrated Bishops, rejected that 
title, on account of the abuse of it among their iidvcrsaries ; and for the ukt 
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of aroidiog hatred and envy: anil chose rather to he called aeniorB, which, 
fae says, continued to his time : it being hard to conceive that men should 
hare been careful to preserve that, the name of which they shrank from 
owning. 

Secondly, we are informed by all their historiana, that in the year 1570, so 
entire an union waa found between the United Brethren, the CalvinistB, and 
the Lutherans, in Poland, that they formed but one Church ; and adopted 
from the Calvinists the idea of having a lay elder, associated with a cleiical 
elder, ia every difltrict. It is from and through this, the Polish community 
united and amalgamated with the Preahylerian Calvinista and Lutherans, so 
as to he one body with them, that we are retjuired to believe that Jablonaky 
and Sitkovius received genuine episcopacy. 

But what places the matter apparently beyond all doubt, ia the account 
which is given in Camerarius' book (in the whole of which not a whisper of 
their episcopacy is to he found), of the dilferent orders of clergy among the 
Brethren; which ia as follows : 

" The clergy at this day among the Brethren ia divided into three degrees; 
Acolyths, Deacons, and Minisiera. (1.) The name of Acolyth is given to 
those who, after they have applied their minds to sacred things, learn the first 
rudiments of theology, as the Catechism, remarkable texts of Scripture, holy 
Songs, &c. Their office ia constantly to wait upon and serve the ministers, 
that they may be not only apeclators of Iheir life and manners, but wilnessea 
thereof to the people. If any of them make laudable progress, it is sometimes 
allowed to them to have prayers with the people, to baptise, and adroiniater the 
like things. (2.) The Deacons diachargenearlyall theofficea ofthe miniaters, 
excepting the administration of the first part of the Eucharist, 'ITiey have 
prayers with the people ; they confirm marriages, &c. And out of these, the 
ministers are created, after the following manner : (3.) As often as the seniors 
please, and necessity requires, that the number of Ministers should be 
increased, in the first place the seniors or presidents visit carefully all tbe 
Churches committed to their chargi^, anil make diligent inquiry into the life, 
mannera, and doctrine of thoae who are reported by the pastors or by the 
people to be fittest for this ordination. If the honesty of their life agrees with 
the purity of their doctrine, they are commended. If otherwise, and any ob- 
stacle presents itself, they are put off for a time. Some weeks after the visi- 
tation, a synod is convened, at which, as well all the pastors, as the deacons, 
and especially those to he inaugurated, are compelled to appear. , . . 
On the second day the seniors make a list of tbe candidates, and give it to the 
whole college of ministers tor their judgment, to approve or reject, as they 
may see fit. When their opinions have been collected, and a mark affixed to 
those who, from whatever cause, are counted unworthy, the seniors call the 
candidates to them in order ; make examination of their religions opinions j 
give them advice concerning the importance and dignity of the ministry, Stc. 
The next day they go to Church, and prayers and sermon being ended, the 
candidates are called over by the president, and made to atand forth in the 
midst, and answer pubhcly to the questions proposed to them ; wfaich being 
done, they are commended to God by the prayers of the congregation, and the 



r 



m 



; THE EPIS< 



' THE MOBAVIJ 



chief pre«i dent confirms ihem by imiwtiition of bands. The whole affair is 
ended by the commuDion.'' 

In like manaer, BegcnvolGch, p. 63, cksnes all their Clergy under Ihrre 
heads, Acolytbd, Deacoae, aod Ministers. - 

Thus far, clearly, we have only three orders of the Clergy, and only one of 
these competent to celebrate the Eucharist : the other two. Deacons and 
Acolytbs, being inferior to this. Hence the reasonable inference is, that the 
seniors or superintendents were only primi m/tr pores, advanced in dignity, 
but not in degree or order, above the pastors or ministers. Nor does the 
account furnished by the memorabilia of John l^sitius concerning the disci- 
pline of the Churches of the Brethren, written about 15S0, and republished 
by Comenius in 1660, lead us upon consideration to any other conclusion: 
though at tirst he would seem to speak of five or six orders. The folhjwing 
extracts contain the chief of his information upon this subject. 
CsAFTBa III. Of Ike degrees and order 0/ Ministers in the Church of the 
Brethren, and of the O^ces of Bhhopa. 

The Bretiiren have in their congregation. Presbyters, who in Latin are 
seniors, and Riinisters, deacons, acolytbs inferior to these in degree. — 3. All 
these are clergy, i. e. persons dedicated and consecrated to the ministry of the 
church. 10. The name of bishops is known from the apostolic writiogs, 
taken from the Greek overseeing, which is their office, to oversee and tak« 
cognizance of the life, faith, and morals of the flock committed to them by 
Christ. 11. Which thing ours do, although they are very seldom so called, 
choosing rather to be, than to be called [bishops ] — 12. llieir x 
appellation is that of seniors ; he who is a pastor the same is al 
A deacon is somewhat less than this. An acolyih is a comiianion of the 
seniors, and a witness of their life. 13. The care of the whole church is not 
entrusted to one : but to four bishops united, who are as one. 99- When 
any senior dies, It is the office of the bishop to ordain another, but according 
to the suRrage oF the pastors assembled in synod. 31. It is his office likewise 
to choose Gt persons into the number of acolylbs, deacons, and ministers. 

Chapter IV. I'he method observed in electing and ordaining consentors, 
ifl the same as is used in respect of bishops. 

CHAPTEa XIV. 13. It may be desirable to relate what are the degrees, 
and what the means for attaining the chief ministry among the brethren. 
14. First, one of the seniors makes an address to the acolj/lhs; then the youths 
who have been recommended to the seniors by the ministers are called in 
order, and bound by the bishop under their hand, stipulata mann': by certUD 
questions relating to future disciplines, tbey learn the duties assigned to them, 
and are reckoned among the number of the acolytha. 15. llien aootbei 
address is made concerning the degree and office of deacons -. which being 
ended, those of the acolytha who are found lit for the purpose, are called forth 
in the midst, are bound to it by certain promises, are confirmed by prayers 
to God, and are taught what they ought to do. IG. Then follows an address 
of tbe bishop to the minislert, the deacons being present part of the time, tht 
rest [o tbe ministers alone. 
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Chapter XV. The manner of ordaining Ministers, and Conseniors, and 

Seniors, 

The inauguration of ministers (superior to deacons, for the brethren distin- 
guish the offices) is performed in this manner. The deacons whose testi- 
monials and life and qualifications are approved of by the ministers and con- 
seniors, are brought to a pubUc assembly, and after prayers and sermon, and 
questions made and answered, the bishop ordains, consecrates, and dedicates 
them to God, after the ancient rite of the Church, they kneeling before him, 
and he (with two or three others of the seniors) laying hands upon them. 

The election of seniors is as 

follows. In an assembly the need of increasing the number is stated,— then 
every minister states whom he thinks fit for the offices, and declares the same 
in writing to the seniors. These approving of those who have the greater 
number of votes, write down the names of the chosen : and consecrate them 
l)y the bishop in almost the same order as the ministers. (Eodem ferme quo 
et ministros ordine per episcopum consecrant.) 

Nor is the creation of bishops themselves different from these. They, who 
of the seniors or conseniors are chosen in a like manner by all the ministers 
and seniors, and called into the presence of the Church ; promise that they 
will be faithful in all things ; and then all in turn promise to obey them. 

Here we have acolyths, deacons, ministers, conseniors, seniors, and 
bishops: and at first sight apparently separate ordinations for them all. But 
as it appears from chapter IV., that the appointment of consenior is after the 
same method as that of senior, and as it appears from chapter XV., that the 
appointment of senior is after the same manner as that of minister, and that 
of bishop not otherwise ; it seems, at least, reasonable to conclude, that the 
terms minister, consenior, senior and bishop did but express diffisrent offices 
of one order, as among us the offices of vicar, rector, rural-dean and arch- 
deacon, (to say nothing of prebendary, canon and cathedral-dean,) are all 
held by clergy of one order, even presbyters. There seems little reason to 
think that their superintendents differed in any material respect from the 
superintendents or seniors of the Lutherans, which office the Calvinists in 
Poland had likewise. Indeed, their historian Crantz distinctly informs us 
that it was only in their intercourse with Protestant Episcopal Churches 
that they made use of the episcopal title. Crantz, p. 54. And whether we 
suppose or not, that the story of the Waldensian consecration and of their 
having genuine episcopacy, (on which their earliest accounts extant are 
silent,) was invented for the sake of influencing episcopal communication or 
not, yet none can shut their eyes to the extreme difficulty which their con- 
fused, and apparently contradictory accounts, place in the way of our acknow- 
ledgment of their claim. 

Certain it is, that so little was their episcopal character known or regarded 
on the continent, that when in 1695, the learned Grabe was about to go over 
from the Lutherans to the Papists, simply from a desire of obtaining valid 
ordination, his friend Spener dissuaded him, and showed him where he 
might obtain it without Papal corruptions, directing him, not to the seniors 
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or Hu peril) tendeoM of Che brethren, though near Bt hanil, but to England. 
Anil yet Grabe was an intimate frieod of Jablonskf, the last HUperiD ten dent 
vr senior of the United lirethren ; and who undoubtedly believed that be 
possessed the genuine episcopal character, and iet great etore by it. So in 
I7II> we find Jablonaky himself mentioning the fact, that leveral candidates 
for the ministry had gone over to England for that very account, namely, to 
receive valid ordination, without popery : a work of supererogation if Jablon- 
■ky's episcopal character had been known and allowed : and again, there was 
at that lime au active correspondence between the courts of Berlin and St. 
James's, with a view to obtaining episcopal conaecrationa for Prussia: but 
what need of such a corregpoodence, if the episcopacy of Jablonsky, who was 
the kini; of Prutaia's own chaplain, had been acknowledged ? 

V. There appears no reason to question the alleged fact, that in 1735 the 
Hermhulers did present Uavtd Nitschmann to Dr. Jablonsky, to be consr- 
cratad or ordained by bim a senior and president of their community ; and 
that Jablonsky did perform some such office upon him. 

VI. As to whether they have been careful, since, to preserve and hand 
down that episcopacy which they are stated then to have received, is not ao 
clear. In the firat place, none of their writers exhibit any succession of con- 
BBcratiooB beyond a few at the first : secondly, they are so lax in their way of 
speaking, aa to call a man consecrated by another, if he merely signs his 
letters of orders. (Compare Iheir folio volume, p. 115, with Holmes' history, 
I, 226, 241.) 3. They openly declare in their Exposition of Christian Doc- 
trine, (p. 420) that they consider episcopacy to be a departure from primitive 
timplicily. 4. In point of practice they acknowledge the equal validity of 
Jiresbyterian or congregational ordination with episcopalian. " Hence, when 
a minister joins their church who has previously received ordination in any 
other church, he is allowed to exerciae the functions of the ministry, without 
being re-ordained by their bishopa." Holmes' hiat. I, p. 228. 

Btill they profess now to have among themselves three orders, biBba|i«, 
'preebylere, and deacons : their form of ordination is as follows. 



The tervict firinj opened by the singing of the hymn, " Come, Holy Ghost ; 
come, Lord, our God," Sit., or mme other suitable verses, the Bishop addrenfS 
the copgregation tn on appropriritt ditcoarse, ending with a charge to the candi- 
dalt/or ordination, after mhich he offers up a prayer, imploring Ike blessing of 
Ood wpo% the solemn transaclion, and rromiaejidiag the candidate to hit grace, 
that he may be endoiBed viith power, and uncfion, and the infiuenoes of thr Uoltf 
Oiost, fiir preaching the uiord of God, adminislmng the holy sarraiatnts, taid 
doing all those things, vihioh shall be committed unto him, for the promotion 
^ the spiritual edification of the church. The bishop then proceeds to ordm* 
lite eandidalt wilh imposition of hands, pronouncing the following or similar 
words; 
■ I I ordain (consecrat'J thee, N. N. to be a Deacon (Presbyter) fBisAo/i J of the 
IliCtitireh of tlie United Brethren, in the name of the Father, and of the Son. 
Wd of the Holy Ghont . Tlie Lord bleu thee, and kee|i theej IIm Lwd 
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make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unh) th«e! The Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace : In the 
Name of Jesoe. Amen. 

TV Bishop Havinff returned to hit place, kneels down viitk the whole eongre- 
Ration, all worthippiiiy in silent lieeotion : tnhite one of tkefoUotaing doxologia 
i$ mn^ by the choir, the consregaliun joining in the Ahsn. Hallelujah. 

The aervice ii oonciaded with a ekort hym« .- and the bishop pronouncing the 
New Testament blessing. 

{N. B. Al the consecration of bishops, three, or at least two, bishops arf 
rehired to assist.) 



K.iBnchBre the difficulties which lie in the way of the recogniuon of their 
lt«)la]m; the Hret four (apparendy) inBUperable. J.. It seeuis im|)0««ible to 
eatablish upon reasonable certainly the episcopalian character of the Walden- 
Hes : 2. No reasonable ground is oflered for beheving that the wandering 
party of that denomination in Austria had bishops among them — no writer 
being alleged as affirming it till one hundred and forty years after their utter 
extinction, 3. There is every reason to disbelieve the account of the United 
Brethren having sought consecration from the Waldenses as alleged in 146? i 
How can one believe that men who counted those Waldenses a scandal to the 
Christian name for their (as they thought) base compliances with Papal cor- 
ruptions : and who themselves accounted episcopacy to be a corruption of 
Bciipliural and apostolic and primitiye cuHtom— and accounted pretibyterian 
ordination agreeable to all these tests : should themselves have sought at 
the hands of these Waldenses a participation in such c<irruptioD : and that 
after having thus, through deference to the Papists, laid the foundation of 
their community in corrupUon, they should, out of regard to the same Papists, 
immediately have bidden their acquisition, and forborne to claim the epis- 
copal character, which they had compromised so much principle to obtain : 
these men being the Taborites, the most open and reckless ofall the adversaries 
which the corruptions of Rome have ever stirred up against her, — or how 
account for the utter silence of their earlier historians upon the subject? I 
do not say the thing is impossible, but that in all points it is so contrary to 
probability, as to be void of all reasonable claim upon our credence, 4. It \t, 
if possible, still more difficult to heUeve, that a community of Christians, of 
whose episcopacy, from the time of their Jirst institution for one hundred 
and forty years, no whisper, as far as appears, had reached the world ; who 
during that time had formed one body, having mutual communion, and com- 
mon seniors, with other religious communities known to be Presbyterians, 
could have bad, or retained true episcopacy. So that there seems no other 
conclusion at which to arrive, than that the claim of the Uerrnhuters, Mora- 
vians, or United Brethren, to have their episcopacy recognized by us as 
genuine, is destitute of any reasonable foundation. 

But, it will be said, what do you make of the recognition of their episcopal 
character, which they have at different times obtained from some of the Eng- 
^sh Prelates ! One can only say, that unless those Prelates had other docu- 
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mcmtB which we bare nol, which there appears no reason to believe, we are as 
competent judges of the {acta as they were. Poesibl}- ihey knew onlf the bccdiidIb 
of RegeDTolech and Comeoius, and had not noted the totalljr di9«rent accounts 
to be found in the earlier histories and documents collected and published by 
Camerariiig. As to the recognition obtained of Archbishop Potter and the 
British Parliament, in the middle of Ihe last century, through the eiertiona o( 
Zinzendorf the leader of their body; it was obtained on the strength of a col- 
lectioD of papers, most of which, and a list of them all, we have now in print, 
in the well-known foUo volume : than which, according to the accounts of 
tboae who carefully examined into the matter, a f^osser mass of imposition 
was never palmed upon the public. The following extract from Kimius' 
" Animad versions on sundry flagrant untruths advanced by Mr. Zimsendorf," 
p. 15, bears upon the point before us. 

" A world of arguments and facts having been brought against Mr. Ziu- 
sendorf by several authors, to prove from history, from the nature of the 
thing itself, and from bis own and his people's printed confession, that tbe 
pretended episcopal succession he boasts of is a mere phantom or, aui rationU; 
instead of refilling these arguments and facts, we find the follondog remark- 
able answer, contrived between him and Mr. Spangenberg. 
Mr. Spangenberg's Query. 

' How is it with the episcopal succession ? Some adveraaries say, that it is 
only an invention of tbe Brethren.' 

Mr, Zinzendorrs answer hereupon. 

'This invention, til a old Bohemian, Moravian, Polanian and English 
Bishops should be charged with and not us. For we were not then present; 
relata rffrriitiss' " 

In Rimius's "Supplement to the Candid Narrative of the (Use and Pro- 
gress of the Herrnhuters,'' (p. :iz.\i.) we have the following note on tbe same 

" Notwithstanding Mr. Zinzendorf has had the assurance by his deputies 
to make an honourable pariiameut believe, that there is a Moravian Brethren 
Church subsisting at Liesa in Poland, it is polorious Ikat il is a Presln/leTiait 
one, and that those Moravians and Bohemians, who escaped tbe cruelties of 
the war in 1620, and the following years, incorporated in it. Moreover,! 
Polish nobleman, a protestant residing in London, whose father in a manner 
has protected these Calvinists, reports of Ihem, 'that all their ministers are 
on an equal footing i that the oldest of them, without having respect to the 
importance of bis cure, is always chosen a senior or ehler, for the sake of 
performing ordination ; that he is nothing else hut primus i*ler pares, having 
not the least jurisdiction or authority over the other clergy ; and that hs 
never heard there a minister presume to give himself out for a bishop, which 
besides was inconsistent with ibe Polish constitution.' But what need have 
1 of foreign testimony, as Mr. Zinzendorf, in tlio above act of acceptation of 
the high oflice conferred on him, speaking of thefie presbyteriani! in Poland, 
himself tells his brethren that they are Calvinists, and tliat the lille iffttnior 
(which llie oldest iif their ministers bears) neither impiies, nor can imply, nor it 
that if hithr>]i. ("reuliicirh, p. 223. It is to be oWived, lljat this pabssge 
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likewise has been left out by bim in the abstract of the act of acceptation laid 
before the Parliament." 

Jabloneky and Sitkovius, from whom Zinzendorf claimed to have received 
consecration, from the former by imposition of hands, from the latter by 
signing his letters of orders, were seniors of this Polish community. Con- 
cerning their claims generally, the conclusion to which one of our bishops, 
after a careful examination and attempt at verification of their documents, 
arrived was this, that *' the settlement of the Moravians in these hiugdoms, 
seems to have been surreptitiously obtained** See Bishop Lavington's " Mo- 
ravians compared and detected," preface, p. xiv : and no wonder : when the 
XJniversity of Tubingen, a testimonial from whom, dated 1733, appears in 
the folio volume, p. 22, among those presented to Parliament, in answer to 
Bishop Lavington's inquiries, returned him a letter explaining that the testi- 
monial of 1733 had been obtained under false impressions, and that a very 
contrary act had subsequently been taken by the University, of which Zin- 
zendorf had said nothing. They conclude as follows : 

** We cannot in any wise believe that the illustrious Parliament of England 
hath by its act received into the bosom of the English Church, the Zinzen- 
dorfians, but to have solely indulged it a civil toleration like that of the 
Quakers. May God Almighty preserve the English Church, that most noble 
Body of the Protestant Church, against this cancer, which spreads by little 
and little." Dated at Tubingen, 1755. 

Among other testimonials, Zinzendorf had produced one from the Dean 
and Faculty of Divines at Copenhagen : in Rimius's Collection we have the 
following from that body. 

" We have been informed that Count Zinzendorf boasts in Germany that 
he has been examined in the month of May, 1735, by the theological faculty 
at Copenhagen, and has obtained testimonials of orthodoxy; and we are 
asked whether these things are so or not ? Wherefore, as such testimonials 
have never been given, nor any examination set on foot, nor we to our knowledge 
have ever been petitioned that the same might be undertaken, and whereas Count 
Stolberg has desired that we might attest this in a public and legal manner : 
we have thought it to be our duty in no manner to dissimulate, but rather on 
the faith of a public certificate to own the truth. Copenhagen, April 8, 1747." 
Thus much may suffice to show the degree of credit that was really due to the 
allegations of these men at that time ; and by consequence the little value to 
be set upon a recognition obtained by such means. 

There is no need to say more upon the subject ; all that the writer purposed 
was to inquire into the facts of the case ; and to lay the result of his inquiries 
before the world. This he has now done. Different persons will perhaps 
arrive at different conclusions But he does not see how it can be deemed 
otherwise than reasonable to consider, that the claims of the Moravians, 
Herrnhuters, or United Brethren are not so supported, as to entitle them to 
recognition by the Catholic Church. 
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On the Principles to be applied u iUerprelmg the Artielei of Ikt ChareA of 
England. 

Ih deterntioing the rule to he ob^en'^d in interpreting the ArUirlea of the 
Church of Eoglaod, a cuniiideratioa of (be deferents and respect so gtrougly 
and frequeotly paid by the promulgalora of those Articlea to the voice of tha 
Primitive Church, as the secondary test of sound doctrine, would kad to the 
following conclusion : that " If in any instances, it can be shown that the 
BtricC letter of the Articles is neceeaarily aod absolatelf condemnatorr of any 
opinion or practices received and approved in those ages of the Church, which 
the reformers counted ' most pure,' and by those godly falhers, ' to whose in- 
structione their rules direct us to have recourse,' we are bound, in charity to 
the Teformers, to suppose that this was most unintentional on their parts, and 
for ourselves must confess, that we are placed in a aituation of very perplexing 
difficulty, from which, whether the best way would be to do violence to their 
Articles for the integiity of their principles, or to do violence to their prin- 
ciples for the sake of abiding by what one must needs consider a mere orer- 
sight or error on their part in framing the Articles, is so nice a point of 
caauiatry, that it may suffice to say, that it does not readily appear, why ■ man 
ahould be blamed who thinks the latter the greater evil of the two." This po- 
aitiou I put forward last year, and added the following words : " If there be 
one thing more clear than another, it is tbisi that the framers of the Articles 
of the Church of England never intended to condemn any opinion or practice 
which had been received and unreproved in the Church of the first seven 
id that if in any thing they have seemed to express themselves 
otherwise, it was most contrary lo their intention, and would have been utterly 
;padiated by them ; so that if in any Article such condemnation aeems to be 
expressed, it is to be understood of the abuse, and not of the legitimate use of 
the thing spoken of." Vindication of the Principles of the Authors of the 
Tracts for the limes, pp. 17. 31, 32. 

Dr. Faussett, in his lecture before the Univeriiity of Oxford, baa set aside 
this suggestion, aa something prejweterous, in the following manner: 
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" As if, forsooth, it were possibls for one moment to believe, that scattered 
DpinioDB, collected indiscriminitely from histories, and canons, and homiliee, or 
even from some of the reformers indiridually, as uttered on unconnected occa- 
sions, are more to be depended on, for their dehberate verdict on special points, 
than the Articles themselves, which passed through every ordeal of cautious 
adaption and careful revisal, which their collective wisdom could suggest." 
Lecture, p. 16. 

The Archbishop of Dublin, in his Essays on " the Kingdom of Christ," 
speaking, apparently ia allusion to the same, says : 

" Some aidividaaU among the reformers have in some places used language 
vhich may be understood as implying a more strict obligatioD to conforni to 
ancient precedents than is acknowledged in the Articles, But the Articles, 
being deliberately and johlly drawn up for the very purpose of precisely de- 
termining what it was designed should be determined respecting the points 
they treat of; and Ln order to supply to the Anglican Church their confession 
of faith on those points, it seems impossible that any man of ingenuous mind 
can appeal from the Articles, Liturgy, and Rubric, put forth as the authorita- 
tive declarations of the Church, to any other writings, whether by the same or 
by other authors. On the contrary, the very circumstance that opinions 
going far beyond what the Articles eipress, or in other respects considerably 
differing from them did exist, and were ivetl knouin and current in the days of 
our reformers, gives even the more force to iheir deliberate omissions of these, 
and their distinct declaration of what they do mean to maintain," Kingdom 
of Christ, pp. 149, 152. 

Now, in reply to the allegation, that the Articles are to be looked upon bm 
containing a more deliberate expression of the reformerB' opinions, than their 
declarations on their trials, their homilies, and their canons, I would ask, if 
the declaration of the individual reformers on their Irials, for which they suf- 
fered death, are not to be regarded as eipressive of their deliberate opinions, 
what value can we attach to their testimony I or in what light regard their 
dying for opinions not duly deliberated on i It would be an abuse of language 
to call death so incurred a martyrdom ; it would savour rather of unwarrant- 
able self-destruction. I would ask, further, if the homilies and canons set 
forth by the reformers collectively, for the instruction and government of the 
whole Church, are not to be regarded as expressing their deliberate opinion, 
what becomes of their reputation as ministers of God's word, and rulersof Hia 
people ? 

Once more, in one of these very Articles i35th), these very homilies ara 
recommended and enjoined to be read to the people. Now, I ask, was this 
Article draivn up with or without due deliberation? If with due deliberation, 
then what becomes of the exception to the homilies which the Margaret Pro- 
fessor has taken? If without due consideration, what becomesof the appeal to 
theArticlea which both the Professor and the Archbishop have made? It seems 
to me, that if both these divines had sought to disparage the authority of the 
reformers, they could not more effectually have done so, than by the course of 
, argument which they have taken. But it seems probable, that neither the 

chbisbop nor the Professor would have written what they have ujiou the 
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subject, bad tliey well considered tlie synod of J 571 ', in which, as Dr-Faussett 
remarks, " the Articles were once more deliherately reviBed, and formally rati- 
fied," and when, /or fhe first time, they were erected into a term of clerical 
commuolon, which they have ever since continued to be. In the first canon 
of this synod we find an injunction to the Bishops to require of ever)' preacher 
a auhscription to the Articles, and a pledge that he is willing Hi maintain and 
defend the doctrine contained in them as most agreeable to the truth of the 
Divine Word. In the third canon we have a requisition, that every minister 
t^the Churck, before he enter upon the sacred function, shall subscribe all the 
Articles of the Christian relipon agreed to in the synod ; and [iiiblicly before 
the people, whenever the Bishop shall enjoin him, declare his conscientious 
opinion concerning the said Articles, and the whole doctrine." 

In the fourth Canon we have another charge concerning preachere : " In 
the first place, they shall take care that they teach nolhinK to be religiously 
held and believed by the people, but what Is agreeable to the doctrine of the 
Old and New Testament, and which the Caiholic Fathers and ancient 
Bishops have gathered out of that same doctrine." Now, if we suppose 
with Dr. FauGsett, that the reformers iotended in these Articles to condemn 
any of the opinions or practices of the Catholic Fathers : nd ancient Bishop?, 
or that if any such condemnation could be proved they would have maintained 
and justified it, we must be brouii^hc to these apparently strange conclusiona 
concerning them; viz. 1, that they assumed to themselves a licence, which 
they forbade the clergy to exercise : 3. that they enjoined in one Canon what 
they forbade in another : 3. that they set up their Articles above the Uoly 
Scriptures, subjecting doctrine drawn from the latter to a test, trorn which 
they exempted that drawn from their own articles. Surely it is at once more 
reasonable and charitable to believe, that they regarded the Articles as a sum- 
mary of Scriptural doctrine in accordance with the teaching of the Cathohc 
Fathers and ancient Bishops; and that if in any respect they happen or 
appear to be otherwise, that such was quite beyond and contrary to their 
intention ) that they would have been the last persons in the world to justify 
it; and the first to desire that their words should be taken in that sense, 
which would bring tliem most into accordance with the teaching of the said 
Fathers and Bishops. 

But now, though in defence of " the Catholic Fathers and ancient Bishopa," 
and, as I think also, of the Ueformers themselves, I have put forward, and 
am prepared to defend this principle of interpreting the Articles, should iho 
necessity arise ; I beg both the Archbishop of Dublin and Dr. Faussetc lo 
observe, that for aught that has appeared as yet, no necessity for the appli- 
cation of this principle e.iistB : and that the former might have spared tiia 
iaainuation of want of ingenuousness, the latter liis more open imputation of 
dishonest purpose ', at least until they had discovered some instance in which 

' Arcbliisbop For iter, [ircsided at this ayawl ; and ita nets are subscribed, aiood^ 
uthergrent men, by Bishop Jewel, probably the last public act of his life, for ho died 
' MHin tfterwurds. 

* " The eommcin object of both those por«oii8 {Mr. Newiiiiul anil niysBJf) is lu 
(jbiain no omuUBiiiBUoti from l!ie inOI-uiHlLiBtiiuri i-catiiiiiilj, wliiuli nur ,\rtlclo« 
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the Articles expressly condemn any doctrines or practices which obtained 
without reproof during the perio<l above mentioned. For myself^ I know 
not any ; nay, I have already shown openly to the world that there is scarcely 
a point of difference between us and the Church of Rome, in which the 
Romish tenets have not been made the subject of censure by Councils or 
Fathers, during the first seven centuries : and on the other hand have put 
forth a challenge of twenty points to the advocates of the Church of Rome, 
inviting them to produce a single Council, general or provincial, or a single 
Catholic writer, layman or ecclesiastic, during that time, maintaining their 
views : which challenge, though it has been noticed again and again by the 
writers of that Church, as yet remains without a single attempt to answer one 
single point, except in one instance, where a work was alleged, which the 
Roman writers themselves acknowledge to be spurious ^. 

If the reader wishes to see more upon the subject, he will find it in the 
Dublin (Romish) Review, numbers VI. and XVI. : and in the Episcopal 
Magazine, Vol. I. pp. 269, 333, 397, 461. II. 361. The latter point, however, 
is not now before us ; in respect of the former, namely, that the tenets of the 
Church of Rome, when she differs from us, are, for the most part, mere 
revivals of ancient errors, noted and condemned as such by the ancient 
Councils or Fathers, I will merely ask, by way of illustration, what is their 
image worship, but a revival of one feature of the Carpocratian heresy ? what 
their worship of the Virgin, but a revival of the CoUyridian F What their 
refusal to receive sacred rites at the hands of married clergy, but a revival of 
the Eustaihian ? what their division of the Eucharist, but the adoption of 
part of the Manichean ? what their worship of angels, but that of the AngeU 
ican F If the reader wishes to see more upon the subject, and to read the 
sentences of the Fathers or Councils, condemnatory of these and other 
Romish tenets, he will find them collected to his hand in ''The Roman 
Schism." Now, as error does not change its character by reason of the per- 
sons who adopt it, one must needs consider that that which was censurable 
in Eustathes is censurable in pope Gregory XVI ; and that the division of 
the one mystery, which was accounted gross sacrilege when practised by the 
Manichaeans, is equally a profanation when practised by the Roman Catholics : 
and as the Bishops of the Church of England are fully vested with Apostolic 

impose on their, so called, Catholic views. The difference is, that the one proceeds 
to unravel the knot by the more specious arts of evasion and captious interpretation ; 
the other, observing his ill-success, proposes the idea of boldly cutting it, in defiance 
of the plainest suggestions of right reason." Dr. Faussett's lecture, p. 16. 

* I allude to some epistles falsely ascribed to Isidore of Seville, but which are 
declared by Du Pin to be " the fiction of some impostor, and perhaps of the famous 
Isidore Mercator ;" the forger of the spurious decretals. This is all that they have 
hitherto been able to rake up : and is considered of such importance as to be tri- 
umphantly given to the world again, in the 42d Tract published by what they are 
pleased to call the Catholic Institute of Great Britain, p. 60. A poor affair, even 
if the work were genuine, to have one solitary witness at the extreme end of the 
period named ; for Isidore of Seville flourished a. d. 600 : but still worse, when it 
is spurious ; as Du Pin, from internal evidence, lias clearly shown it to be. 
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■nthoiitf , thej miwt seed* be u free lo re prore neb erran b^ the Articles 
of their Church, a* the fathera aMCmbtt^ at Gaagta and Laodxaa, hij the 
caoont which they adopted, or u Pope I.eo I. and Gdatio*. 

lliere are more of the aocienl and exploded hereaka revived and malDtained 
in the Chnrcb of Uume than in anj other body of CbriitiaoB, which retain 
epiacopal orilert. More in number, I mean, not worse in kind ; those of the 
Nntoriani and Eat^uhiaos, lo be foaod in the Spian and Aleiandriaa 
Churche*, and the brancbea emanaiing from them, are of a deeper dye, affect- 
ing the foundation, while those of Rome (it is hoped) do no more than injar« 
the lupentructore. But in esient of defiance of the decree* of the CattioUc 
Churi^li, in puttinff forth, ai terms of commuoioD, additioni to the Catholic 
Creed, they are without a parallel. 

~ >, there ii Dolbiog in the Artictei themselves, which seems to me liable to 
occation reasonable difficulty lo any one who is moderately veraed in the 
writings of antiquity, when he shall have weighed both ades of the subject. 

The only difficulty which presents itself lo my mind on the subject, is one 
which concerns the impoier of the Articles, not the subscriber to them ; 
namely, whether it is expedient to set forth as terms of clerical comniunion,a 
body of theological opinions, concerning which, for the most pari, no Catholic 
decision has been pronounced ! Whether the doing eo does uot countenance, 
I slight degree, the course pursued by the Church of Home, m its pro- 
nulgalioD of the creed of Plug IV., aa a term of lay ttommnniun. The ditfi- 
enlty is one not of theot7 or principle only, but the practical inconveniences 
o plainly appear in the case of Bishop Alexander, who has been sent out 
to Jerusalem, to ordain some clergy on the English Articles, and some on the 
Confeaiiun of Augsburgh, that it can hardly fail, ere long, to attract the notice 
af those mint immediately concerned; and probably to lead to a public ac- 
knowledgcmenl, Ihat subscription to the Articles is retjuired onlyin the sense 
nnderstood by Bramhall, L«ud, Hall, Taylor, Bull, and Stillingdcet, as cited 
by Mr. Newman, in bis letter to Dr. J elf, pp. 18. 23i namely, "aa a body of 

:e and jnous pnnciples, for the preservation of peace to be subscribed, and 
[ BOt openly contradicted by her sonsj" to which subscription is required, 
" not as Articles of faith, bnt as inferior truths, which the Church expects 
■nbmissiiin to, in order to her |«ace and tranquillity." 

There is one point more to be considered in connexion with this subject, 
and that is, to ascertain down to what period in the history of the Christian 
Church, did the reformers intend the clergy to be guided by the testimony of 
the Catholic Doctors and ancient Bishops. I have slated it to be for the first 
seven centuries : as this has been excepted against, I will state the grounds of 
my opinion, and must leave it to others to say whether they are reasonable or 
no. My aisertion is, " that the reformers ioatrucied the clergy to teach the 
people at, beyond all doubt, that for almost seven centuries the Church n 
most pure." 

Now 1 suppose, ihat in asserting the Church during any period to have been i 
" most pure," nothing more can be intended by any person, than that during i 
lliut ptriod the general authority of the Cburcb had not been giver 
mltted lo any error. If more than this ii meant, the expression muet be setl 
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aside as contrary to the truth, not only during the 6rst ee 
during any period of tlie Church's eiistencej seeinR that during the time of 
the A poa ties liemKelvea, there was a Diotrephes, an Alexander, and an Hyitie- 
neeus, in its bosam ; and during our Savioar's own life-time, out of His 
limited number of chosen Apostles, one was a thief and a traitor, another for 
a time a denier, and rebuked by Him as a tempter and an offence to Htm. 
And therefore instances of errors in any given portions uf the Church, during 
any part of the period spoken of, will not avail to prove the ineorrectness of 
the assfTtion, unless it can he shown that those errors were enforced, or at 
least unreproved, by the general voice and authority of the Church. But 
still the question retnains, during what period did the reformers assert this 
soundness of the Church ? Have I eiceeded the limits intended by the re- 
formers, when I represent them as exhibiting the period as of nearly seven 
hundred years* duration ! My grounds fur the assertion are these : 1. In the 
beginning of the second part of the homily against Peril of Idolatry, we have 
the following passage : " For your further cuntenlation, it shall, in the second 
part, be declared (as in the beginning of the first part was promised), that this 
truth and doctrine, concerning the forbidding of images and worsbipiiing of 
them, taken out of the holy Scriptures, as welt of the Old Testament as of the 
New, was believed and taught of the old holy fnlhers, and most ancient Uaned 

coaaiTFT AND FORE. And this declaration shall be made mit of the said holy 
doctors' own writings, and out of the ancient histories ecclesiastical, to the 
swae belongiDff." 2. At the cloKe of the said homily, we have this passage : 
"Thus you undera land, well- be loved in our Saviour Christ, bg the judgment of 
the old, homed, and godly doctors of the Church, and by ancient histories eC' 
clesiastical, agreeing to the verity of God's word, alleged out of the Old Testa- 
ment and the New, that images and image worshipping were, in the primitive 
Church (which was most iNCOnarPT mio fvrb) abhorred and detested, as 
abominable, and contrary to true Christian religion And that when images 
began to creep into the Church, tbey were not only spoken and written against, 
by godly and learned bishops, doctors, and clerks, but aiso condemned by 
whole councils of bishops and learned men assembled together ; yea, the said 
images, by many Christian emperors and bishops, were defaced, broken, and 
destroyed, and that above senen hundred and eight hwjired years ago [the 
homilies were written in the middle of the sixteenth centuryj, and that there- 
fore it was not of late days (as some would bear you in mind), that images 
and image worshipping have been spoken and written against." Now when 
the reformers applied the terms pure and incorrupt to periods of the Church, 
in citing it as a witness of a doctrine, and then appealed, for the truth of this 
witness, to the writings of the holy doctors and fathers, and decrees of its 
councils, is it not the plain, obvious, and necessary interpretation of their 
meaning to suppose that they intended to apply these terms to the Church 
during the same period in which they cited its decrees and writings i Let it 
be considered, then, that for »ix hundred years in the West, and for a longer 
period in the East, they cited these witnesses. 3. Again : the purity and incop- 
is of the Church at large must be deciJeti by its general ci 
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Duriog Ihe period then, that in the judgment of ihe reforoiers, these genersl 
couiicili were to be approved, we muat consider them as asserUDg the purity 
and incorruption of the Church at large. Now '■ thrae six eoanciis whiek (as 
same homily states) lofre alUmtd and Tfcehed of alt men," extended over a 
space of nearly leven hundred years, the last being that of Constantinople, 

. G80. 4 I.astly, the following passage in the same homily seems, in its 
plain and obvious meaning, to bear witness to the aaine. " Not« hei'e, I pray 

I, iu this process of the story, that in the Churches of Asia and Greece 
there were no images publicly by the space of almrat seven hundred years, and 
there is no doubt but the primilive Church, next the Apostle^ time, was most 
pare." For the terra " nent the Apostles' time," being one of comparison, 

ns more reasonably to be understood of those seven hundred years men- 
tioned immediately in connexion with it, as compared with the ages which bad 
subsequently intervened, than of any particular portion of those seven hundred 
years, as compared with the remainder^. I have staled the grounds of my 
opinion: the judicious reader must deal with it as he thinks lit. 

One more remark upon this subject, and I have done. 1 have only claimed 
deference to be shown to the primitive fathers, in the case of opinions or 
practices, generally receiced, and imconlradicltd in their time. But let it be 
remembered, that Bishop Jewel, (one uf those concerned in passing the canon 
of 1571,) in twenty-sin points of difference between us and the Roroanista, 
pledged himself to yield and to subscribe to their opiaions, upon the strength of 
any ontHngle Catholic doctor, if such could he adduced in their behalf. These 
are his words: "If any learned man of our adversaries, or all the learned meti 
that be alive, be able to bring any one suffiaent sentmce out of any old Catholic 
doetor or father, in general councils, or holy Scripture, or any example in the 
primitive Church, vhetehy it maybe plainly or clearly proved, ouhinq thb 
TiasT sd HUNDBBD VBABB, that there was, at any time, [he enumerates 
twenty-six Romish tenets] the conclusion is, — that 1 shall be content to yield 
and subscribe." 

' ThoBubslonce otthis argumtnt lins apriesrcd in the Churclimuu, Nu. Bl. 
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On Popular Fallacies respecting Puseyism and Popery, 

It will not be out of place, to close this collection with a few remarks on 
the popular misapplication of the term Popery, and that which in common 
acceptation seems almost to be regarded as an equivalent for it, Puseyism. 
This last term appeared first in a dissenting periodical, which is generally 
supposed to be the organ of the Presbyterians ; and was invented by way of 
casting reproach upon those members of the Church of England who were 
BealouB in maintaining those points of Christian doctrine on which Presby- 
terianism, whether Swiss or Scottish, is defective : such as that of Episcopacy 
or the Apostolical succession ; baptismal regeneration ; the Eucharistic sacri- 
fice ; th^ real commuuion in our Lord's body and blood ; and the deference 
to the Church from the beginning, as the depository and witness of the truth. 
In the Common Prayer Book, the Articles, the Homilies, and the Canons of 
the Church of England, as prepared and handed down to us by the reformers 
themselves, all these doctrines are to be found. According to the application 
of the term Puseyite, therefore, by the Dissenters, it came to express a zealous 
and consistent maintainer of the doctrines contained in the book of Common 
Prayer, and other formularies of the Church of England : and made over to 
those whom they reproached, the reformers through whose hands they had 
received the same. But these doctrines, through laxity, having^ become, as 
has been already observed, as much forgotten, even among many churchmen, 
as the love of our neighbour among the Jews, sounded strange, and awakened 
suspicion in those who had not been accustomed to hear them, and the 
restorers of the old paths came to be regarded for a time as inventors of new 
ones. Men were confidently told that these doctrines were contrary to the 
principles of the Reformation, and not knowing that they are undeniably 
taught in the formularies revised and handed down by the Reformers them- 
selves, they believed the story. Hence, with a view to silence the supposed 
teachers of novelties, arose the idea of the Parker society, to republish the 
works of the reformers : men, in their simplicity, actually believing that they 
would find that in the writings of the reformers, which would contradict the 
teaching of the Prayer Book ; whereas a httle consideration might have led 
them to expect, that though the collection would probably contain some 
things of no great value, yet that, upon the whole, it would hardly fail to 
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grace is included in water, but that grace cometh by water" "There is 
no promise made to him that taketh common bread and common wine ; but 
to him that receiveth the sanctified bread, and bread [query, wine ?] of the 
Communion there is a large promise of grace made : neither is the promise 
given to the symbols, but to the thing of the Sacrament. But the thing of 
the Sacrament is the flesh and blood." " This Sacrament hath a promise of 
grace made to those that receive it worthily, because grace is given by it as by 
an instrument." pp. 240, 241. "Of Christ's real presence there may be a 
doable understanding. If you take the real presence of Christ according to 
the real and corporal substance which he took of the Virgin, that presence 
being in heaven, cannot be on the earth also. But if you mean a real pre- 
sence, secundum rem aliquam quse ad corpus Christi pertinet, t. e. according 
to something that appertaineth to Christ's body, certes, the ascension and 
abiding in heaven are no let at all to that presence. Whereupon Christ's body 
after that sort is here present to us in the Lord's Supper ; by grace I say, as 
Epiphanius speaketh it." p. 213. "I grant it to be true; that is, that 
Christ is offered in many places at once, in a mystery and sacramentally, 
and that he is full Christ in all those places : but not after the corporal sub- 
stance of our flesh which he took, but after the true diction which giveth life ; 
and he is given to the godly receiver in bread and wine, as Cyril speaketh. 
Concerning the oblation of Christ, whereof Chrysostom here speaketh, he 
himself doth clearly show what he meaneth thereby in saying by way of cor- 
rection, ' We always do the selfsame, howbeit by the recordation or remem- 
brance of his sacrifice.' " p. 217. Again, speaking of baptism, he aflirms 
" the water in baptism is sacramentaUy changed into the fountain of regene- 
ration:" p. 12. 

To the like purpose the second volume of the Parker library brings in 
Archbishop Sandys, aflnrming, " In this sacrament (the Lord's Supper) there 
are two things, a visible sign, and an invisible grace; there is a visible 
sacramental sign of bread and wine, and there is the thing and matter sig- 
n^ied, namely, the body and blood of Christ ; there is an earthly matter, and an 
keaveniy matter. The outward sacramental sign is common to all ; as well 
the bad as the good. Judas received the Lord's bread ; but not that bread 
which is the Lord to the faithful receiver. The spiritual part, that which 

feedeth the soul, only the faithful do receive 

Here we have a sacrament, a sign, a memorial, a commemoration, a 
representation, a flgure effectual of the body and blood of Christ." p. 88. 
Again. " Now as the graces of God, purchased for us by Christ, are offered 
unto us by the word, so are they also most lively and effectually by the Sacra- 
ments, Christ hath instituted and left in His Church, for our comfort and the 
confirmation of our faith, two sacraments or seals ; Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. In Baptism, the outward washing of the flesh declareth the inward 
purging and cleansing of the spirit. In the Eucharist, or Supper of the Lord, 
our corporal tasting of the visible elements, bread and wine, showeth the hea- 
venly nourishing of our souls unto life, by the mystical participation of the 
glorious body and blood of Christ. For inasmuch as He saith of one of the 
sacred elements, ' This is my body, which is given for you ;' and of the other, 

H 2 



KiO ob.skhvancf. of HUBKrcs .and cakons. 

'litis is my hloud,' He );iveth ub plainly la unilerstancl, that alt the graces, 
which may flow tram Ihe body and blood of Chriat Jeeus, are is a myrfery 
,kere not repieaented only, but preseated unto ui. So then, although we see 
nothin^c, feel and laste nuthinK, but bread and wine ; neverthelesB let us not 
doubt at all, but that He spiritually performeth thut which He doth declare 
and promise by His visible and outward signs ; that is to say, that in this 
sacrament there is offered unto the Church, that very true and heavenly 
bread, which feedeth and nouriabetb ua unto life eternal i that sacred blood, 
which will cleanse us from sin, and make its pure in the day of trial. Again ; 
ill that He saith, ' Take, eat ; drink ye all of this,' He evidently declareth that 
His body and blood are by this sacrament assured to be no less than Hie; He 
being incorporate into na, and as it were made one with us.'' 

And thus, the Parker society has succeeded in showing, that the reformers 
themselves were as open to the cliarges of Fuseyism and Popery, on account 
of these doctrines, as any of those at the present day, against whom the cry 
has been raised. 

These terms, which had been lirat employed hy the Dissenters, to reproach 
men for their adherence to the doctrines of the Church of England, were next 
used to reproach them for observing the disciplaie al the same. And in com- 
mon parlance now, the term Puseyite or Papist is used to denote every clergy- 
man, who is at all attentive in observing the rubrics and canons ; and this, 
alafl '. not among Dissenters only, but among that large portion of members of 
the Church, both lay and clerical, who seem to think that dissenting news- 
papers can give them truer information of the doctrines and discipline of their 
own Church, than the Book of Common Prayer, or the other formularies which 
the Church baH provided for their instruction. 

Thus, to revive the daily service, enjoined by the laws of the Church and by 
the laws of the land, except where reasonable hindrance prevents it, is counted 
popish; to observe the Wednesdays and Fridays, though eiijoined by the 



, is popisli 
tivals, as enjoined by the rubrics am 
tismal service at the appointed time, 
(instead of mangling it ad UMttim, 
one of the doctrines complabed oO, 
marriage service, is popish ; to 
office, which recommends, 



of the Fasts and Fes- 
anons, is popish ; to use the hap- 
d as it stands in the Prayer Book 
avoid the testimony it affords to 
popish ; to use the whole of the 
read the exhortation in the communion 
private confession and abso- 



hitioQ, is popish { for a clergyman to place the elements on the table him- 
self, as enjoined by the rubric, is popish ; to cover them over with a 
napkin, as enjoined in the rubric, is popish; to lake care that what has 
been consecrated is reverently consumed and not desecrated, as enjoined by 
the rubric^ is popish. From this sad abuse of language, people not un- 
naturally draw the conclusion, that all obedience to legitimate authority ; all 
reverence for sacred things, is to be found only in the communion of the 
Church of Rome ; anil when any accordingly are led there to find it, they 
who, by their abuse of language, have driven them to this conclusion and this 
course, turn round and revile the Oxford writers as the cause, who have en- 
deuvoiired ( i sboiv men that both cjheilience and rrverence are ns mudi pm- 
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vided for by the Church of England as by the Church of Rome ; and may be 
had in the former, to as full an extent as in the latter ; unmixed with those 
fearful errors and heresies which are to be found in Rome. It is the old story 
of the wolf and the lamb over again. 

Unfortunately, on the subject of the duty of celebrating Divine offices 
according to the laws of the Church of England, our rulers are not agreed 
among themselves. One, whose name I will not mention, in a letter to one of 
his clergy, which appeared in the public papers, wrote thus : — 

** Granting that various modes of Divine worship may, for various reasons, 
have become obsolete, which yet may have been the practice of the primitive 
Church, and even directed by some of our Rubrics or Canons, who is to decide 
upon the propriety of their being again revived ? Is every individual minister 
to take this upon himself? or does it not more properly belong to those who 
are placed in authority ? And may it not be inferred, by their silence, that 
they consider such a revival inexpedient, — or, at least, indifferent ? '* 

Here, if there be meaning in words, authority is claimed for every Bishop, 
both to dispense with, and to forbid, the observance of the Rubrics and 
Canons of the Church ; and a man is to measure his duty, not by the laws 
of the Church, and his own subscription, but by the laxity of his prede- 
cessor ; until his Diocesan shall recommend otherwise. His Lordship pre« 
sently adds:— 

** When you undertake that you will ' conform to the Book of Common 
Prayer,' the object of requiring this declaration from you is, to secure the 
use of the general ' Form of the Morning and Evening Prayer, and Admi- 
nistration of the two Sacraments,' in opposition to other forms, or to the 
extemporaneous composition of the Minister, [These italics are his lordship's.] 
Essential and honest conformity is here meant ; not a scrupulous adherence 
to petty ceremonies, which time may have rendered obsolete, and of which 
the lawful authorities of the Church had never required the restoration." 

On the other hand, the Bishop of Down and Connor, Dr. Mant, in his 
" Clergyman's Obligations," speaks thus : — 

" Having thus noticed our obligations to adhere to the Rubric, we pass on 
to a consideration of such excuses as might perhaps be advanced, with the 
greatest show of probabihty, for our departure from it, premising only an 
observation which is applicable to all cases of the kind, — that any departure 
is at variance with that fundamental principle of 'an universal agreement 
in the pubUc worship of Almighty God,' on which all the Rubrical enact- 
ments of our Church are founded. 

" First, then, our own private judgment is not a sufficient reason for depart- 
ing from the directions of the Church [and recites 

Dean Comber, saying,] 'that for any Minister to come short of, or go 
beyond, the provisions of the Church, argues intolerable pride and folly, and 
discovers such a presumption as admits of no excuse.' .... 

" Secondly, we are not justified in departing from the directions of the 
Church, in compliance with the wishes or solicitations of our parishioners. 
Indeed, our ordination vow points out to us our duty in such a case, and at the 



MOW lime mppliea lu wiih a safqfpurd. For w« by that vow eagaged, not 
onljr to WHolate Dor miniitratioii hj the laws prescribed for ihat purpose, bat 
alto lo 'teach the people committed to oar core and charge, with all dUi- 
Ijeoce to keep and ob^etre the same.' The soiicitationi of the laity in this 
bebalf may be judged to proceed, in a great meaanre, from ignorance of the 
dntf and obligations of the clergy; for Barely no reasonable layman would 
knowingly endeavour to seduce his apiritnal pastor from the observance of 
bis plighted failh. 

"Ctufom, again, or exae^U of others, ii not a justification of U9. 

[He aaaigtu his reoMms, and ailds presently what comes home to the eaae 
before us.] 

"Still more, however; as the example of those of his own order would not 
jnttify a clergyman id deviating from the directions of a plain and express 
Rubric, id neittter aonld he hejaatijied by the example ob ivdombht or bis 
SDPEBioe \s TUB Cbubcb. Io all doubtful matters concerning the Book 
of Common Prayer, the Church provides, that, ' the parties that so doubt 
or diversely take any thing, sball always resort to the Bishop of the Diocese, 
who by his discretion shall lake order for the quieting and appeasing of the 
tame.' But then this authority is given to the Bishop with the special con- 
lUtion, 'that the same order be not contrary to any thing contained in this 
Book,' — namely, the Book of Common Prayer. Whence it appears, aa a 
learned rilnaliBt liefore cited (Archdeacon Sharp) hath well observed, that, 
■ in all pointB, where the Ruhrici arc plain and express, the Ordinary ha« no 
authority to release any Minister from that obedience which he owee Ike 
Church in what she commands in our Rubrics ; and that in such points he 
is as much prohibited from making innovations, as the meanest parochial 
Minister."* 

Now, in order to judge which of these two learned PreJaies has right on 
his side, it will be desirable to see whence arises the clergy's obligation to 
obey the Rubric. It arises from three sonrces : — 

1st. — The Act of Uniformity, enjoining every Minister "lo say and use 
the Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Celebration and Administration of 
both the Sacraments, and all other the Public and Common Prayer, in auch 
order and form as is mentioned in the said Book," 13, U Car. II. cap. 4. 
f 2. and " no other," 5 17. on pain, § 34. of one year's sequestration, and 
six months' impriaonment, for the iirst offence; one year's imprisana)ea^ 
and deprivation, for the second ; and deprivation and imprisonment for life 
for the third, if beneficed, — I Kliz. c. 11. § 4, 5, fi ; and of one year's impri- 
sonment for the first offence, and imprisonment during life for the second, 
if unbeneficed, — Ibid. $ 7, S. 

2dly. — llie Canons of the Church, which require of every person previous 
to his admission into the ministry, or (o any ecclesiastical function, that he 
itliall pledge himself by hii own hand to " use the form in the said Booh 
prHcrihed, in public Prayer, and administration of the Sacraments, and none 
oilier i" on pain, in the first place, lA Kiuijiensiaa ; in the second, of wcomBiit- 
, tiicalioii; in tha third, of ilrposilioii from liie nutiialry. — Canons of 1603: 
Chaoni :i6 iiml 3>*. 
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ddly.— The engagements into which, as the terms of admission to orders, 
and to any benefice or employment in the Church, every clergyman is 
required to enter, so repeatedly, that every incumbent must have done so, 
six times at least. First, by subscription prior to his ordination as Deacon, 
according to the 36th Canon ; secondly, by subscription prior to his ordina- 
tion as Priest, according to the same ; thirdly, in his vow at ordination to the 
Priesthood ; fourthly, by subscription prior to his admission to his benefice, 
according to the 36th Canon ; fifthly, by declaration by word of mouth, 
before the Bishop, that he would conform ; sixthly, by his declaration in 
church in the presence of the people, to the same effect. 

On all which. Archdeacon Sharp draws this conclusion : that " whosoever 
among the clergy either adds to it, or diminishes from it, or useth any other 
rule instead of it, as he is in the eye of the law so far a non-conformist, so it 
behoves him to consider within himself, whether, in point of conscience, he 
be not a breaker of his word and trust, and an eluder of his engagements to 
the Church." 

Not, however, to dwell upon the appeal to conscience, which is not cogni- 
zable by any earthly tribunal, this conclusion, as regards the civD and eccle- 
siastical courts, seems inevitable : namely, that any clergyman, who, upon 

the strength of Bishop 's suggestion, shall neglect to observe any 

plain and express Rubric, will subject himself to indictment at common law, 
at the hands of any of Her Majesty's subjects who shall think fit to lay the 
same : and to proceedings in the ecclesiastical courts, at the hands of any 
member of our communion who may be pleased to institute them. That if 
he be indicted in the Bishop of 's own courts, that Bishop must him- 
self, or by his ofificial, pronounce sentence against him, and publicly suspend 
him from the ministry, for submitting to the rebuke which he himself con- 
veyed to him in a private pastoral. 

This holds, also, for breaches of the Canons ; not, indeed, as respects 
indictment at common law, but as regards proceedings in the ecclesiastical 
courts : all the courts being agreed that the Canons do bind the clergy of all 
ranks, though (as some say) not the laity. 

I trust there is neither real nor apparent disrespect to the Episcopate, or 
any of its members, in thus plainly stating the inconveniences likely to arise 
from an attempt to apply to the written laws of the Church an exercise of 
authority, which seems only legitimate and free from exception, as regards 
any unenjoined customs. 




n the charge of the Bishop of Madras, alluded to at page 6, is 
I this:— 

"The primitive Church of ChrJBt had [fasts and feativala] not cold, formal, 
and ceremonial, as is too o^n the case in the present day ; but as a fast wae 
with them really a fast, so was a festival really a festival. The more we 
assimilate our customs in these matters to the primitive Church, the nearer 
we approach Christ and His Apostles. The religion of the Gospel has waxed 
cold in love, in proportion as it has lost sight of godly discipline, and genuine 
Christian usages. A better spirit, however, is now awake ! and I trust the 
time is not very far distant, when memhers of the Church of England will 
not be ashamed to practise self-mortilication and abstinence during Lent; 
not to be seen of men, but simply and humbly, as our Lord has enjoined 
them to do, and to rejoice, as Christians ought to rejoice, when called upon 
to commemorate the Incarnation or the Resurrection of Him whose name 
they bear." 

Thus the very things, the observance of which, though enjoined by the 
Church, is too frequently denounced in England as popish, and the revival 
of them spoken of as one of the marks of Puseyism, ere welcomed by a 
Bishop who has to carry the Gospel among the heathen, as valuable aids to 
his undertaking. It is dttlicult to conceive how the adversaries of Dr. 
Pusey could, if tbey had desired it, have done him greater and more lasting 
honour, than by coupling his name, as they have done, with so many things 
which nothing hut their own want of information led them to regard as 
objectionable ; but which are found, upon eiamination, both to deserve and 
receive the commendation of those most competent to speak upon the suli- 
jeci, The term " Puseyite " has really become, for the most part, synony- 
mous with " Eecleaiastical," or " Canonical." Whether such a state of 
things is desirable, or calculated to advance the cause of truth, and not 
fftlher to promote confusion in men's minds, and to dispose people to re 
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as truth whatever may proceed from Dr. Pusey, even though it should he 
erroneous, it is for them to consider who, hy their reckless vituperation, have 
contributed to this result. . 

The following are the terms in which the Bishop of Toronto speaks of 
those against whom the memorials to the Archbishop of Canterbury have 
been directed. The extract is from his charge delivered to his clergy 9th 
September, 1841. 

''The Church of England is essentiaUy missionary, and enjoys powers and 
facilities for the exercise of this attribute, never possessed before by any 
national establishment ; and if in this Diocese we put forth her distinctive 
principles in gentleness and candour, but with uncompromising firmness, 
her rapid progress is certain: while the errors and superstitions of the 
Church of Rome, on the one hand, and the crude and inconsistent heresies 
of Dissenters on the other, will be strikingly exposed to every thinking 
mind. 

" Our Church, my reverend brethren, recognizes in the truths of Revela- 
tion a most invaluable gift from God to man : not the discoveries of science, 
but communications from Heaven ; and she understands them as they were 
understood by the primitive disciples to whom they were at first revealed. 
She pronounces every novelty in their interpretation as at once condemned, 
because unknown to the first recipients of God's holy will ; and she admits 
of no sure way of getting at their interpretation, but by tracing it backwards 
to the first witnesses. Hence the writings of the Fathers, or early Christian 
authors, are valuable, not so much for the opinions they contain, as for the 
facts which they attest. Matters of fact are capable of historical proof, and 
therefore each particular doctrine is susceptible of the test, by which we 
ascertain whether it was received in the Church from the beginning. If so 
received, it becomes our duty to submit our private judgment to the catholic 
voice of antiquity. Now the Book of Common Prayer contains all those 
doctrines of Scripture which were acknowledged and believed by the Church 
universal in the primitive age, and rejects any other as spurious and unsound, 
or supported by insufficient evidence ; and in this we perceive the just and 
reasonable limit which she places on private judgment, — a limit readily 
admitted by the most scrupulous in all matters. To ascertain the customs 
and manners of the Romans, for example, — their policy, jurisprudence, and 
principles of religion, — we have recourse to their ancient records and histo- 
rians, and we would hold in contempt the man who preferred to such autho- 
rities his own vague and foolish conjectures. And is it not stiU more 
necessary, in order to guard against error in our religious enquiries, to have 
recourse to the Scriptures, which are the early records of Christianity, and 
to their most ancient expounders. The Scriptures possess an authority of 
their own, wholly distinct from, and superior to, any other records of former 
times. They have been deposited from the first in the Church, and their 
true interpretation, as regards their great doctrines, must of necessity be that 
which she has declared in her authorized formularies and creeds. These 
creeds, and a great portion of the formularies of the primitive Church, have 



been adopted by ours, eo far ae they can Iw clearly proved by Scripture. 
For the Cfaureh of England requires nothing to be believed aa necearjry to 
Halvation, but that which ib either plainly contained in the revealed Word of 
God, or may be clearly proved therefrom. She givet countenance to no 
loose fancies, whether termed Evangelical or Cathohc, but appeals ta the 
Bible, and insistB only upon aiich doctrines as may be proved to be historical 
[ facta, derived from the Apovtles, and retained in the Church from the firil. 
Such i» the Bcknowledgeii basis on which the Church of England ealablishea her 
prindples, and proves herself Cathohc and Apostolic. Nevertheless, her true 
nature and character seemed, till lately, to have l)een In a great degree for- 
fcotten, or very little understood, even by many of her professed chiidren. The 
writings of her reformers BJid martyrs, who constantly refer to primitive 
antiquity for the truth and soundness of their doctrines, were little read, and 
hasty and indistinct views on many important points be(;an to be adopted, 
even by many of the clergy, who ought to have been better instructed. Low 
views of the Sacraments, and of the priestly office, were publicly avowed, and 
taught from the puipiL A fearful neglect of obedience to the Church had 
become so very general, that it ceased to be conaidEred a duty. Erastianisra 
was openly asserted by many of our rulers, and too frequently acquiesced in 
by the clergy. 'Iliere was also a faint-heartedness among sincere church- 
men,— a disposition to ait still and await the storm, — a want of that bold and 
faithful spirit, which fearlessly proclaims and fights for the truth. These 
evila were making great and alarming progress, when a few devout and 
learned men manfully and heroically came forward to stem the torrent, 
hopeless as the attempt seemed at first to be Nor have they failed in 
succeeding to a {(reat extent in the attainmeut of their object. They have 
been instrumental in reviving most important and essential troths, and in 
awakening the members of the Church to a higher estimate of her distinctive 
principles. 'ITiey have called forth new and increasing energy in both clergy 
and laity. 'Iliey have animated the lukewarm, regulated the course of the 
more zealous, and rescued the works of the ancieot Fathers from the scorn of 
ignorance, and the piUsrs of the Reformation from oblivion. The tenor of 
their teaching baa been like their lives,— holy, meek, and consistent with the 
spirit of Christianity ; and they hai'e, by their writings, caused the voice of 
ilie Church catholic to be heard through the whole of the British dominions. 
But while I readdy accord a high meed of praise to men who have been thus 
active in producing a change so salutary in our Church, I by no means eon- 
aider them perfect, or (lOsseBsing any other authority than that of individual 
writers. Nor do 1 profess to agree in all their opinions, much less in some 
of their expreasions. To avoid one error, they have not at all times steered 
sufficiently clear of another; but it is our duty, as Christians, to judge .by 
the general effects and intentions, and not by incidental observations ; and 
in the present case, after making all the deductions which the most rigid 
justice can demand, an amount of merit still remains to which few writer* 
can pretend. 

" Such memliem of our communion, if, indeed, they can be called mem- 
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bers, as are opposed to the recognition of any authority in the Church, — to 
any divine title in the appointment of our ministers, — to any deep and awful 
views of the Sacraments, — to self-denial, discipline, and obedience, — will 
condemn the writers to whom I have alluded, as promoters of unheard-of 
novelties and idle disputation ; but those who believe and value the princi- 
ples of catholicity, will guard themselves scrupulously against general 
censure, even when lamenting and opposing particular faults. They will 
speak of such authors kindly and respectfully, as men engaged in the same 
good cause, and be more disposed to dwell upon their excellencies than their 
deficiencies." 

With this I conclude. And if in writing, selecting, or publishing any thing 
in the foregoing collection, I have done otherwise than became my Christian 
calling, and my ministerial office, I humbly desire pardon of God, and of His 
Church: and entreat any who may think that I have erred, of their charity, to 
join their prayers to mine, that that pardon may be granted, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



THE END. 
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